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‘G uiyang, an emerald amounted on the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau,
is the capital and centre of politics, economy and culture of Guizhou
Province. In the course of its uneven historical development, every bit
of changes is full of ethnic characteristics, though its history is not so
long as that of some well-known ancient capitals and cities.

Located between106® 07'-107° 17'E and 26° 11'-27° 22'N,
there are 5 distiicts, 3 counties and 1 county-level city under the
jurisdiction of Guiyang. It is a forest city of 8034km where 2.75million
mu is forest accounting for 31.7% of the total area. Surrounded with
forested hills, everything of the city is green—green mountains, green
rivers and green trees, which carries a message of life and nurtured
primitive life on this piece of land. Archaeological findings reveal the
frace that primitive ancestors of mankind lived in the middle of
Guizhou centred on Guiyang earlier than Beijin man.

Ethnic groups were the earliest settlers of Guiyang where it used to
be a dependency of Zhangke, one of the 9 princes in south China
during the Spring and Autumn Period(770-476BC).The main residents of
the city were ancient ethnic groups mainly the Pu, under the rule of the
Yelang kingdom during the time from the Warring States to the Western
Xia regime. The Pu,Yi, Yue and Man resided here during the dynasties
from the Wei and Jin to the Tang and Song. The Buyi and Miao were
still the maijor peoples of Guiyang before the Qing Dynasty until the
Han became the prominent population affer mid-Qing. All peoples
lived together and developed this basin area in the heart of Guizhou
Plateau.

All the ethnic groups have enjoyed the geographical conditions
bestowed by nature, such as rain, dew, sunshine and mild climate
neither frigid winter nor scorching summer. Honest and industrious, they
have been working generation after generation on this land, which has
laid a solid foundation for the future, .

Now Guiyang is a modern city with a population of 3.719 million
including 15.74%of the ethnic people. There are 37 ethnic groups
here, for example ,the Miao, Buyi, Tujia, Yi, Dong, Gelao, Bai, Hui, Man,

Zhuang, Shui, etc. Both the Miao and Buyi have the largest population
among the ethnic minorities, accounting for 71.3% of the ethnic
population. All peoples get along well.

The distribution of ethnic groups in Guiyang is in a state of large
community with mixed ethnic groups or of small vilage of one group
exclusively. A large settlement consists of over 100 households while a
small one has some scores. The distance between villages can be as
far as several or even dozens of miles, but for others it is as close as
less than one-mile’ s reach. Most of the Miao build their houses on high
mountains or at mountain shoulders while the Buyi inhabit on or close
to rivers.

The Miao, Buyi and other ethnic groups live on farming for
thousands of years. The social roles that men farm and women weave
are regarded as a fradition. Even til now when modem industry,
fransportation, radio and felevision have penetrated the poor and
secluded rural areas, this tradition— simple and plain, old and
primitive—still remains in those ethnic villages in Guiyang.

Ethnic groups in Guiyang are culture pioneers and creators of the
province. In the long course of the history, froon comprehension of the
relations between man and nature, man and man, man and society,
they have created and inherited their own cultures wisely and
infelligently, and have made common efforts with the Han to build a
promising Guiyang.

Focusing on ethnic groups here, one feels as if he were visiting an
art museum of ethnic customs and traditions. Ethnic groups or
everything conceming them are so fascinating to anybody interested
that they will feel themselves involved in the beauty, legends and
many other things known or unknown, of these people. Focusing on
the ethnic groups here, from the magnificent achievements of the city
in the modern time, one realizes the great changes in these people,
the great contributions by these people to the city development and
the great push of the fime to the advance of the ethnic groups.
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The beauty of the forest city lies in mountain and river. People of Guiyang e‘h:]oy the beauty of mountain and river.
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