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Shoes from Silk

Did you know?

Think about it

Do it yourself!
Academic Knowledge
Emotional Intelligence
The Arts

Systems:
Making the Connections

Capacity to Implement

This fable is inspired by
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cﬂ silk caterpillar is happily devouring the
leaves of a mulberry tree. He is the size of a finger,
and is getting ready to turn into a moth. The mulberry
tree watches the whole process.

“You were once a tiny little egg, the size of a dot on
some paper,” comments the tree.
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“We caterpillars have been growing
with you for nearly 5 000 years, Tree. Your
ancestors saw me hatch with my hairy skin from
day one,” the caterpillar responds.

“You are a rare caterpillar. You change your skin four
times until it is soft and smooth. Once upon a time
| thought your type would turn into a beautiful
butterfly. But no, you became
moths.”
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‘Were you disappointed?” asks the
caterpillar.

“Perhaps, but now | so admire how you spin this
oval white cocoon.”

“You know, once we’re out of the cocoon, we don't
eat until our ladies have laid their eggs. Then we
move on to the next life.”
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“quazing how you keep supplying people
with wonderful silk.”

“It takes a lot of saliva to produce it.”

“Oh! | though it came out of your rear, like the spider,”
chuckles the tree.
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‘I have a spinneret on my lips.”

“You make this silk with your lips? I’'ve been told you
can spin a thread more than 1 000 metres long.”
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