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Introduction

It is a great pleasure to introduce this new book of readings which I believe will fill a
real need. The text consists of 160 articles arranged in 40 units. The level of difficulty is
progressive in each unit and a short comprehension test accompanies each article.

The purpose of this book is to help and encourage students to increase their English
reading speed and efficiency. So frequently reading is taught in association with many other
language skills, vocabulary building, grammar, pronunciation and diction. All of these are
necessary skills but when they are taught in the context of a reading course, efficient read-
ing is often lost by the wayside.

In English, the general meaning of a given text is carried, -not primarily in the
individual words, but in the phrase, the sentence, and ultimately, the paragraph. When
reading materials are graded to the achievement level of the students, as is the case in the
present volume, they should be able to get the general meaning of the text even when points
of grammar are hazy and some words unfamiliar. Indeed, constant pausing to look up words
or clarify grammar prevents students from progressing from word-by-word reading to
phrase recognition and whole-sentence comprehension. Rapid and efficient reading can only
be developed through constant practice divorced from associated language skills. At some
point in the process of learning English, reading must be taught alone.

For these reasons, the structure of the present volume has been kept as simple as
possible. Words that might be unfamiliar and thus slow a student down are introduced be-
fore the reading begins and a short comprehension quiz follows each article. The articles
are, as mentioned above, carefully graded for progressive difficulty. The number of words
to be learned from context has been held to approximately 3 percent.

Because the editors recognize the cultural imperatives involved in language learning and
because they hope that this text will find wide use, they have selected the 160 readings in
this volume from as wide a range of disciplines as possible. They hope that every student
will find something here that engages his particular interest. The articles were also selected
to be as informative as possible so that, in the process of improving their reading skills, stu-
dents may absorb up-to-date information in many fields.

This text, used with courage, should enable the students to improve their reading effi-
ciency and speed. The authors hope that both students and teachers will {ind these materials
intellectually stimulating. The primary goal of the text remains : to help each student build
his own bridge over the chasm that lies between learning to read and reading to learn.

Dr. Charlotte Kinch (American)
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Ist Reading 2nd Reading

Rate  WPM ZI_A

Accuracy % Accuracy %

(1JHeadlines have bannered the sad news about American education for years:“Johnny Can’t Read” -+
“Johnny Can’t Count”+++“Johnny Can’t Write. ” Are youngsters in other industrialized countries doing any
better? Yes., in many ways they are, and there’s one big reason:they work harder. (43)

(2)The consequences are sobering. Students in the U.S. now enter the job market with inferior skills.
Once the unquestioned champion in industrial research, America is watching its lead dwindle. Some experts
go so far as to suggest that failings in education put the nation in danger of becoming a second-class econom-
ic power. Whether or not that’s the case is a key element in a bubbling debate over international competi-
tiveness. Consider just these few examples of how American students are falling behind: (124)

(3)JWhen Japanese teenagers finish the 12th grade, they have the equivalent of three to four more years
of school than U. S. high-school graduates. Stanford’s Thomas Rohlen, a leading expert on Japan, says half
of them know as much as the average U.S. college graduate. (168)

(4)Soviet students routinely study physics and algebra for five years, chemistry and biology for four
and calculus for two. Most U. S. teenagers don’t take even a year of either physics or chemistry. Only 6
percent study calculus. (205)

[5JAlthough it has only half as many people, Japan produces 9 percent more engineers than does the U-
nited States. Most people who get Ph. D.’s in engineering in the U.S. are foreigners. (236)

(6JWhen U. S. News asked 22 experts in comparative education to rate the performance of elementary
and secondary schools in six countries, the U.S. fared poorly. Japan and West Germany scored the best,

(268)

(7JNine of 10 Japanese get high-school diplomas. But nearly a quarter of America’s teenagers drop out,
sending 1 million untrained youngsters into the job market every year. The problem would be worse, some
experts say with a straight face, if so many teenagers didn't stay in school so they could take driver's educa-
tion and get a driver’s license. (326)

(8)For years, foreigners have outclassed young Americans in academic knowledge,and this week sees
still another indictment of U. S. education: New details on how thousands of 12th graders in selected coun-
tries did on a 1982 algebra test given by the International Association for Evaluation of Educational Achieve-
ment. Hong Kong ranked first, barely ahead of Japan. The U.S. finished 14th among the 15 countries, just
ahead of Thailand, just behind Hungary. In a United Nations survey of what students in nine countries
know about foreign cultures, the U.S. comes in next to last. One test of American 12-year-olds shows 20
percent unable to locate even their own nation on a world map. “Our students lag behind, and it doesn’t

2

bode well for our country,” says Herbert Walberg, a comparative-education expert for the University of Illi-
nois in Chicago. “Fifty-five percent of America’s jobs involve information processing. If we don’t have

good, solid skills in language . geography, math and science, we’ll be at a severe disadvantage. ” (490)



Comprehension Questions

1. American newspapers have carried for years the sad news about American education
a)Johnny can’t read.
b)Johnny can’t write.
c¢)Many American youngsters are illiterate.
d)American youngsters do not work hard.
2. The U.S. was once considered the best in industrial research. (T/F)
3. The U.S. now has become a second-class economic power in the world as a result of its failings in educa-
tion. (T/F)
4. Japanese high-school students know much more than their American counterparts. (T/F)
5. Pick out the statement that is not mentioned in the passage:
a)U.S. teenagers don’t learn as much as Soviet students.
b)The U.S. produces 9 percent less engineers than does Japan.
¢)Most Ph. D. students in America are foreigners.
d)Soviet students learned more than Japanese students.
6. One out of every four American teenagers choose to work before they finish high-school education.
(T/F)
7. “with a straight face” means
a)with a long face. b)with a smiling face.
c)with a serious expression. d)with a pale face.
8. Only recently have young American students fallen behind foreigners in academic knowledge. (T/F)
9. A 1982 algebra test given by the International Association for Evaluation of Educational Achievement
showed that
a)Japanese students were the best.
b)American students were nearly the worst.
¢)Thai students were better than the Amerians.
d)Hungarian students ranked the 15th.
10. American students will be at a severe disadvantage because
a)there will not be enough jobs for them.
b)they lack the skills needed for their future jobs.
c¢)more foreigners will be working in the U. S.

d)none of the above is true.
Pre-reading Notes to 21—B

1. head out for: move toward;go to

.squalid; very dirty and uncared for

.coop up: enclose;limit the freedom of (a person)

.turn to: go to for help, advice, sympathy, comfort, etc.
.expedition: a long journey for a certain purpose
.neurosis : 1) # 2 (JLEE) A DB LR

. batter; wear out
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.conurbation: a number of cities and towns that have spread and joined togethér to form one network, of-
ten with a large city as its centre & ¥ 7

9. leave behind: fail to take or bring

10. take to: like; be kind or favorable

11. mornin: morning

4.



