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PREFACE

Urban Oasis tells about the planning and architectures of China Merchants Shekou Industrial Zone.

In 1979, the first blast was shot in Shekou Industrial Zone to lay a foundation of the constructions of our

country's special zones. Hence the spring tide of Opening up and Reform has upsurged in China.

China Merchants is the first shipping company in China. It has experienced 125 years' spring and autumn

since its incorporating. China Merchants Shekou Industrial Zone is the first foreign-oriented economic

development zone in China. It has passed 19 years' winter and summer.

Shekou was independently developed by China Merchants, a conglomerate based in Hong Kong. Self-

development of the industrial zone and self-management of the community on its own are praised as "Shekou

Mode". Like other big events in the history, Shekou was controversial at first. We don't have to judge its
rights or wrongs. However, a new town was miraculously built on a land of wildness. Shekou, as a "test tube"

of China's reform and opening-up, will be remembered forever for its tremendous contribution to the social
and economic development in China.

A border town far from big cities, Shekou, as a reform pioneer, has experienced years of hard work and
difficulties on its way of development. No illusions, no examples, Shekou has to struggle and explore its own
way. Shekou has successfully created an environment conducive for enterprise's existence and development.
Its success is a doubtless fact, an existence, a style, a belief, an inspiration and a touching symphonic
poem!

Nowaday Shekou, although it is tiny and only occupies a very small corner of Shenzhen, has comparatively
perfect infrastructure facilities, intelligent skyscrapers, an international maritime and conference center, a
banking training center, modern container terminals, a five-star hotel, expatriates' villas, schools, sports
grounds, hospitals and hi-tech industries, etc. You can hardly hear urban noises in Shekou. The rate of
construction space and land use is less than 50% while there is a lot more gardened and quiet space.
Development and nature combine harmoniously in Shekou, like an urban oasis.

For years, we have been wishing to write about Shekou's planning and architects. We try to find useful
experiences for professionals and hope China's social economists, urban planners and architects can draw
inspirations from Shekou.

The book is published at last. We take this opportunity to pay our re;spects to the construction pioneers of

Shekou Industrial Zone. We are grateful to the people who gave support to the publication of this book.

The Editor, Feb, 1998
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