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Non-Traditional Machining(NTM) is a category of technologies beyond conventional cutting and grinding. It cov-
ers Electrical Discharge Machining (EDM), Wire Electrical Discharge Machining (WEDM), Electrochemical Ma-
chining (ECM), Laser Beam Machining(LBM), Electron Beam Machining(EBM) , Ion Beam Machining (IBM), Ul-
trasonic Machining (USM), Rapid Prototyping (RP), Chemical Machining(CHM), et al. NTM uses electrical ener-
gy, thermal energy, light energy, sonic energy and chemical energy as their primary sources of energy, but not me-
chanical energy, so NTM can use tools of soft materials to shape workpieces of hard materials.
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