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Abstract

The sustainable development of urban — rural integration plays an important
role to the realization of our “Chinese dream”. In this book, we take Jiangsu
Province as the empirical research object. Our research is based on domestic
and foreign relevant theories and practice research. From the perspective of sys-
tem theory, the urban and the rural is looked as two subsystems in the whole
system. We analyze the differences between urban and rural areas from multi
angles and multi levels. Then, we set up an evaluation model for the composite
system basing on development degree and coordination degree. Employing the
model,, we study the historical evolution of urban - rural integration development
in Jiangsu Province from the perspective of space and time, and put forward the
countermeasures to promote the sustainable development of urban - rural integra-
tion according to the analysis results. As an economic developed province, the
level of urban — rural integration development of Jiangsu can reflect the highest
level of current stage in China. Meanwhile, the differences of development level
among South — Jiangsu, Mid - Jiangsu and North — Jiangsu can represent the de-
velopment pattern of the east, the middle, and the west part of China. There-
fore, the evolution law, experiences and lessons of the development of Jiangsu
Province have reference meanings for the development of other areas in China.

We use interdisciplinary research methods in this book , and combining the-
ory with practical method, history and logic, static analysis and dynamic analy-
sis, horizontal contrast and evolution analysis, to find the “short board” during
the urban — rural integration development of different regions. Then, from re-
gional characteristics, resources endowment and development focus, we explore
the effective way to promote the flow of factors, resources integration and coordi-

nating development. The research content mainly includes: concept, connotation
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and tasks of urban — rural integration, differences and unbalanced decomposition
of economy, income and education level between urban and rural areas in Jiangsu
Province, construction and evaluation of urban — rural integration evaluation sys-
tem, countermeasures and suggestions about the development of urban - rural in-

tegration.
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