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Text A Learning, Chinese-Style
Text B Children and Money

Overview

Which is your favorite way of learning? Would you rather be left to discover
things for yourself or have others guide you? In this unit we look at some very
different types of learning, giving you the chance to consider which you prefer.
We start with the contrast some draw between a Western emphasis on discov-
ery learning to encourage creativity and the traditional Chinese preference for
a more guided approach to developing skills. We finish by looking at how
children can be taught the value of money by putting more control over it into
their own hands, leaving them to learn from experience rather than through
persuasion, through practice rather than preaching.

Unit T Ways of Leaming




Part | Listening Task

LISTENING PRACTICE

Here is a story told by an American mother about her son’s way of learning. Let’s listen to what she has to say.

The following words in the recording may be new to you: h
tricycle n. =4t Mk %
ham radio A ALK ® S plea n. # K
differential equations #5542 fellowship n. %54
jet n. AKX KA rocket n. K #F
impose ... on H---i&An T ample a. &4 )

Script for the recording:

Talking about teaching in the USA and China, I
have a personal story to tell. When my older son was five
years old, he had a little friend from China. The Chi-
nese child, the son of university professors, was much
more advanced than our son. The child could read and
write much better than our “baby,”*who just wanted to
ride his tricycle in circles. After a while the Chinese
child found other playmates. Worried, I tried to apply
the academic pressure to my son, but quickly gave in to
his pleas, “Please, Mommy, I just want to play.”

Well, my son played through grade school and high
school. He played at “making stuff,” like computers
and ham radio. He showed little or no interest in school
and got average grades. However, once he started

Aifer Lisiening

college, everything changed. Our son took to subjects
like differential equations and physics like a duck to
water. He graduated from the University of California
and won a full fellowship to Stanford, where he earned

~aPh.D. in electrical engineering. Today he designs ra-

dios for government jets and rockets. Yes, my son is a
rocket scientist!

When I asked him recently why he showed so little
interest in school, this is what he told me, “Grade school
was about memorizing stuff and that’s not what I'm
good at.” It turns out that my son is good at thinking,.

The story of my son is an individual case. It does
not in itself prove which approach of teaching is better.
But as parents, we can not impose a pattern of learning
on our children. The best we can do is, perhaps, pro-
vide ample space for them to grow.

Complete the following statements according to what you have heard.

1. The Chinese child was

much more advanced

than her son.

2. The mother tried to

- apply some academic pressure

to her son, but quickly gave in to his

pleas / gave up

3. She compares her son’s love for subjects like differential equations and physics to the way

a duck takes to water
4. Her son is not good at

memorizing (stu_m

, but good at thinking /

Mo e, S

-

. In conclusion she advises that we should give our children

ample space to grow

Unit1 Ways of Leaning . 3.
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