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HAOPTE R

The Maritime Silk Road, with a long
history, serves as an important channel
for transportations and communications
between the China and foreign countries
since its inception. In the history of world
civilization, the Maritime Silk Road is
unique for its duration of time and its
contribution to the civilization of

mankind.

Throughout history, the formation and
development of the Silk Road on land
and Silk Road at sea enables the
Chinese nation to communicate with the
world and the world to connect with
China in turn. The Silk Roads both on
land and at sea constitute channels of
civilization and friendly ties for China and
the whole world, both of whom are
beneficiaries.

Today in the 21st Century, against the
background of the revitalization of the
Chinese nation, Silk Road Economic Belt

and the 21st—Century Maritime Silk
Road is injected with new energy and
takes on a brand-new look, which will
continue to play an irreplaceable role in
Sino-foreign exchange. Our task is to
display the formation and development
of the Maritime Silk Road in a concise
and explicit way to the readers, which is
our original intention in producing this

brochure.

Experts and scholars doing research on
the Maritime Silk Road have elaborated
on it in various ways and perspectives
since hundreds of years ago. Numerous
academic outcomes are produced, while
the presentation in pictures and texts is
rarely seen, especially in a time when
the Belt and the Road Initiative is
elevated into our national strategy for
development. Therefore, we endeavor to
present to readers our academic
outcomes on the Maritime Silk Road in
pictures and texts with
multi-dimensional illustration of its
formation and development in history as
well as comprehensive presentation on
our strong capacity in building the
21st-Century Maritime Silk Road
nowadays. Our brochure consists of two
parts.

The first part is to introduce the
formation and development of the
Maritime Silk Road in a form of specific
topic and try to present to the readers an
explicit and comprehensive picture on
important events and figures. As for the
history of the Maritime Silk Road, we
present its whole outlook and evolution
with series of maps and charts either in

the form of general history or specific

period, so that readers can grip the
continuation of development sequence
of the Maritime Silk Road in history.
Meanwhile, we present three nautical
charts on route between China and
Ryukyu in Ming—and-Qing Dynasty
which is beyond the access of the
common readers. The route connecting
Fuzhou Port in Fujian Province of China
with Naha Port in Ryukyu is a part of mid
and east-bound routes. Among them,
Nautical chart on China-to- Ryukyu
Route is depicted by a scholar—Cheng
Shun according to a copy for
reproduction provided by Chinese
navigators and the Route is integrated
into the brochure to help readers to
understand the Maritime Silk Road from

a macroscopic perspective.

The Maritime Silk Road did not come to
a halt after Zheng He’ s expedition and
continued to serve as a channel for
Sino-foreign exchange in economy and
culture. Nautical Chart of Eastern and
Western Oceans accessioned to
Bodleian Library in Oxford University in
Britain demonstrated that in the late
Ming Dynasty (after the 16th Century),
the eastbound routes and westbound
routes became even denser in spite of
the blockade in the route of Indian
Ocean. The publication of this chart will
fill in a gap in the Maritime Silk Road. We
believe that readers will be able to see
the bustling Sino—foreign traffic of the
16th and 17th Century from densely
distributed routes.

Technological advancements in
navigation and shipbuilding play a
critical role in the opening—up and



development of the Maritime Silk Road.
Therefore, the brochure elaborates on
the achievements in navigation
technology, in which four pictures of
Celestial Navigation of the famous
Zheng He’ s Nautical Chart are
presented to readers as an example of
Sino-foreign exchange in navigation
technology and series of photos of
navigation compass in maritime
museums of China are used to
reproduce the compass’ s (one of the
China’s four great inventions) application
in navigation, together with the pictures
of stern rudder and water-tight
compartments. We select a set of rarely
seen nautical charts in ancient times
which were named “Charts on
Mountains and Seas” by Chinese
navigators in ancient times and
preserved in Sterling Memorial Library of
Yale University in the United States. The
Charts, Sailing directions (such as
Shunfengxiangsong) and navigation
compass constitute an integrative
picture of navigation technologies in

times of sailing navigation in China.

A body of good ports and harbors
sustain the Maritime Silk Road for
thousands of years. The Maritime Silk
Road starting with ports along China’ s
coast extends to all over the world so as
to form a transportation network. Nine
port cities applying for being included in
the World Heritage List are introduced,
which are only a part of ports of
departure on the Maritime Silk Road.
The Maritime Silk Road is also the road
for Sino—foreign cultural exchange, on
which legendary figures such as Zheng
He, Xu Fu and Fa Xian left their

footprints. In addition, Ibn Battuta, an
important figure in cultural exchange of
China and the Arabian World in the early
14th Century from Morocco, is
introduced as a representative in cultural
exchange between China and foreign
countries.

The second part is unfolded with the
developments of modern ship—building
Industry in Chinese Mainland, which
paves way for ushering in the blueprint
for the vision of building the
21st—-Century Maritime Silk Road. We
present to readers the distribution of
ports for foreign exchange,
ocean-going shipping lines, and the
increase in the volume of goods of
foreign trade and shipping capacity in
the form of figures and charts. In the
new era, China’ s coastal ports still
contribute to connecting the world by
transportation. Therefore, a series of
important ports are introduced, including
ports of Shanghai, Tianjin,
Ningbo&Zhoushan, Guangzhou,
Shenzhen, Zhanjiang, Qingdao, Yantai,
Dalian, Fuzhou, Xiamen, Quanzhou,
Haikou and Sanya. Moreover, the three
largest shipping groups in China are
introduced, including China Ocean
Shipping (Group) Company (COSCO),
China Shipping and China Merchants
Group, who will play a major role in
China’ s transportation at sea and are
the guarantee of realization of the
Maritime Silk Road in the 21st century.

Initiated by Dalian Maritime University
Press, this brochure is coauthored by
Sun Guangaqi, Liu Yijie as chief editor,
Zhou Qunhua and Yang Miao as vice

chief editor, with Li Xiangyang as
consultant and Han Jialin as translator.
Liu Yijie provided most of pictures for
part one in the brochure and wrote texts
for the corresponding pictures. Part two
was reviewed by Sun Guanggqi, in which
data were obtained from materials and
reports by the Ministry of Transport of
P.R.C. Zhou Huaqun provided pictures
of antiques in China Maritime Museum in
Shanghai for the brochure and
presented corresponding illustration.
Yang Miao set the outlines and polished
the whole brochure. Li Xiangyang
supervised the processing of relevant
policy on 21st Century Maritime Silk
Road and its interpretation. Han Jialin
did the translation work for the whole

brochure.

Moreover, We appreciate the support
offered by the President of Dalian
Maritime University—Sun Yuqging and
leaders from State General
Administration of Press and Publication,
Radio and Television. Meanwhile, our
gratitude also goes to China Maritime
Museum in Shanghai who offered lots of
support in completing this brochure.

We will be very grateful if you offer your
valuable comments and opinions for the
improvement of our work.

By Author
April, 2015
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