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Preface
Major Tasks of China School of Rule of Law Practice

Qian Hongdao

From a global perspective, the path of the rule of law in China is
different from those in any other country and it would be impossible to be
completely the same.

From a global perspective, the theory generated by the practice of the
rule of law in China is different from the theory of the rule of law in any other
country.

From a global perspective, as to the practice of rule of law in China,
Chinese scholars are creating a new school of legal thought which is different
from other schools of legal thought all over the world.

Now, this school is well on the way.

It has been named the “China School of Rule of Law Practice” ( the
CSRLP) or the “China Practical School of Rule of Law” .

The CSRLP, just as the name implies, is a school on practical issues,
and the issues are on the practice of the rule of law in China. The CSRLP is
a regional school, and the region is China.

The Resolution of the CPC Central Committee on Certain Major Issues
Concerning Comprehensively Advancing the Law - Based Governance of
China explicitly explains the basic characteristics and current tasks of the
CSRLP. The Resolution points out that, “We must base all we do on the
actual situation in China. It is required to proceed from the fundamental
national conditions of China, and get accustomed to the increasingly

deepening of reform and opening up; it is required to conclude and implement
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the successful experience of rule of law implemented by the Party and people;
it is required to focus on important theoretic and practical issues of socialist
rule of law construction, and promote theoretical innovation regarding the rule
of law; it is required to develop a theory of socialist rule of law, which
conforms to the actual situation in China, has Chinese characteristics and
manifests social development rules; it is required to provide theoretical
guidance and scientific, principled support for the law — based governance of
China. In addition, it is required to derive the essence from Chinese law
culture, draw on the beneficial experiences of rule of law in abroad but never
indiscriminately imitate foreign concepts and patterns. ” These goals are
completely consistent with the tenets of the CSRLP.

The task of the CSRLP is to “promote theoretical innovation regarding
the rule of law and develop a theory of socialist rule of law, which conforms
to the actual situation in China, has Chinese characteristics and manifests
social development rules.” The CSRLP shall scientifically expound the
principles of comprehensively advancing the law - based governance of
China. The CSRLP shall provide scientific support for forming a complete
systems of laws and regulations, a highly effective system to ensure the rule
of law is put into effect, a stringent system to oversee the implementation of
the rule of law, a robust system to guarantee the rule of law, and a well -
defined system of Party rules and regulations. The CSRLP shall provide solid
theoretical support for making coordinated efforts to promote law - based
government, law - based exercise of state power, and law - based
administration of government, as well as adopting a holistic approach to the
development of rule of law country, government, and society. The CSRLP
shall do its best to ensure that a scientific approach is taken to legislation, that
law is enforced strictly, that justice is administered impartially, and that the
law is observed by everyone. The CSRLP shall do its best to modernize our
country’ s governance system and capacity for governance.

The CSRLP stresses “reality”. That is, all the theories of the CSRLP

are based on the actual situation in China. It requires the implementation and
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testing of different rule of law approaches, always taking into account the
actual situation in China.

The CSRLP stresses “practice”. All the tasks of the CSRLP closely
“focus on important theoretic and practical issues of socialist rule of law
construction” , and adhere to Marxist viewpoints of practice as the basic
methodology.

The CSRLP stresses “effectiveness”. Specifically, the CSRLP strives to
“provide theoretical guidance and scientific, principled support for the law -
based governance of China. ” It not only attaches importance to the top — level
design, but also emphasizes practical utility, and it pursues achievement of
both current goals and long - term benefits.

The CSRLP actively promotes the socialist rule of law spirit and it is
dedicated to practical action of the rule of law enlightenment. The Resolution
points out that “comprehensively advancing the law — based governance of
China is a systematic project and a widespread and profound revolution in
national governance field, which requires long - term strenuous efforts. "It is
not only an institutional but an ideological revolution. The ideological
revolution requires enlightenment, as it is difficult to cultivate a Chinese rule
of law spirit without a rule of law enlightenment.

The rivals of the CSRLP are in foreign countries. It is anything but
taking one academic highland in China. It is interdisciplinary, geographically
dispersed and even cross — border. It is trying hard to attend the competition
on the global stage of rule of law. It is trying hard to win the discourse right
of rule of law for China. It is trying hard to provide Chinese factors for the
culture of rule of law in the world.

Studies regarding the theory of socialist rule of law with Chinese
characteristics, which are consistent with the Resolution, have provided major
opportunities and a vast stage for the development of the CSRLP. A large
group of jurists with a spirit of realism, activism, positivism, and
experimentalism are contributing their wisdom and strength to the theory of
the rule of law in China and the development of the CSRLP.
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In Maonomics; Why Chinese Communists Make Better Capitalists Than
We Do, Loretta Napoleoni, a famous Italian finance expert, states that“from
the defense of human rights to the development of renewable energy, going so
far as to include respect for the rules of the World Trade Organization
(WTO) and aspirations to participatory democracy, this nation seems fully
committed to producing a new model of society.” When the profound
revolution of comprehensively advancing the law — based governance of China
is achieved, the theory of socialist rule of law with Chinese characteristics
will mature and the CSRLP will change the structure of schools of legal
thought around the world.

No one could refuse Chinese path; no one could refuse Chinese theories ;
no one could refuse Chinese schools. It is because many of them have already
been the facts. Everything is becoming the fact, and everything will turn into
facts finally.

On June 15,2015
At Hongdao Academy
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