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Glistering in thousands of shades of gold, yellow, orange
and red — amber has fascinated mankind since the dawn of
times. It has been collected and traded in prehistoric and
historic periods, it is precious object of interest at present,

and it will be appreciated in future. It has been often worn as

symbol of power and social status, it has been used in magic
and medicine, it has been used for religious artifacts and
works of art, it has been object of admiration and envy. In
Europe, ancient records frequently describe Baltic amber as
“gold of the north”.

Scientifically speaking, amber is not a stone; amber is a
biolith (from Ancient Greek words: bios Bioc-life and lithos
Aifloc—stone). The oldest amber known comes from the
Carboniferous period and is aged 320 million years. Amber is
found in all continents except the ice-covered Antarctic, though
only a few deposits are mined commercially. The resin oozed
out of cracks in the bark of trees and hardened, transported
and buried in the sediments, endured and encapsulated unique
moments in time. It has captured all kinds of organisms and
their fragments, from microbes, plants, insects and spiders to
small vertebrates, tiny items that made contact with the sticky
substance million years ago. The ancient plants and animals
trapped in amber are called inclusions. The inclusions — usually
small insects — are often very well preserved and provide an
exceptionally detailed impression of what living creatures were
like millions of years ago. The oldest amber with inclusions we
know, comes from the Triassic of north-eastern Italy and is 230
million years old. The oldest fossil-rich amber originates from
Lebanon and is roughly 130 million years old. The best known
Baltic amber is about 40 to 50 million years old. The inclusion-
rich amber from Dominican Republic and Mexico is 15-20
million years old. The frequent inclusions of plants and animals
have made amber an object of scientific and collectors interest.

The re-discovery of fossiliferous amber deposits in
Myanmar (Burma) put a new piece to the mosaic. Burmese
amber is about 100 million years old, it comes from one of
the most important periods in the evolution of life on Earth
and formation of modern flora and fauna. Burmese amber is
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witness of the times when angiosperm plants proliferated and
the World biota has changed from gymnosperm-dominated
into angiosperm-dominated. Burmese amber is witness of rapid
origination and radiation of modern insect groups. Burmese
amber is witness of co-evolution of plants and animals,
formation of new relationships between them, adaptation of
insects to new host-plants, adaptation of flowering plants to
new pollinators, but also to new consumers and pests. Burmese
amber is witness of emergence of new relationships between
insects, and between insects and other animals. Burmese amber
provides not only record of the appearance of new species,
genera and families, but it provides also evidence of specialized
habits and habitats, life forms and palacobehaviours, evidence
of evolutionary process.

English philosopher, Sir Francis Bacon in his Historia
Vitae et Mortis (1623) wrote: “Whence we see spiders, flies, or
ants, entombed and preserved for ever in amber, a more than
royal tomb, although they are tender substances and easily
dissipate”. Amber has a unique property for preservation from
corruption snapshots of ancient life and offers glimpses at
fascinating world of the past. American writer, Kurt Vonnegut
in Slaughter House Five (1969), said: “Here we are, trapped in
the amber of the moment.” This observation is definitely true,
but fossiliferous amber, its inclusions enables to look behind
the curtain of time. Thanks to fossil resins endured millions
of years, we can enjoy the beauty of amber; we can appreciate
its diversity and variety in colors and shapes; we can study the
fascinating world of inclusions. Any moment of contemplation
of the amber, amber-works, amber inclusions, is a precious and
unique experience. Amber gives the look on spectacular events
of nature; contact with amber entiches mind and soul. Amber
is a phenomenon of nature, and it should be appreciated at all
levels for its uniqueness, beauty and scientific values.

I am really happy to read this book about the Burmese
amber. Mr. Xia and coauthors has spent several years to write
the book, and try their best to collect precious specimens and
to finish the high-quality texts and photos. This book reveals a
panorama of a mid-Cretaceous tropical forest biota, provides
the most comprehensive introduction about Burmese amber
and its inclusions. In particular, some specimens are extremely
rare and quite surprising. Thus, I would like to strongly
recommend this book to every amber enthusiast and researcher.
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