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ARCHITECTURE AND PEDAGOGY IN DIALOGUE

The challenge in the design process for a new kindergarten is that of constructing an environment for childhood in
which functional and aesthetic identities recount and support a certain identity of the child competent. an explorer,
equipped with a hundred languages and great abilities

The kindergarten is both a place and a tool each space can be interpreted as an opportunity for experiment,
knowledge-building and self-learning for children. a laboratory stimulating and supporting various journeys of
development

Actually the qualities and characteristics of a kindergarten - the design choices, the space layout. the tools —~ derive (or
should derive) from the image of the child that belongs to a community. the environment - which we take to be the
total of spatial and sensory qualities including architecture itself, furnishings. immaterial qualities of the spaces (color,
light. materials. acoustics). information - can determine the nature of the pedagogical project.

Michele Zini
ZPZ PARTNERS

A book collecting selected projects is a great opportunity to study and compare how the different designers face
design topics that are crucial in children spaces

For instance. the sensorial quality of the space We know that children experience the world through the senses.
with each sense activating other senses They have a synesthesia capacity: they 'see” temperature they ‘touch” light
they 'taste” smells. A design challenge is to create spaces that can be perceived and used by all five senses, a vast

KR - %

range of different materials, grains and textures. light sources and colors to support a poly-sensorial environment, 7PZ AN BE BT EEF

respecting and supporting children's cognitive processes.

A second important issue Is furniture. Furnishings develop a fundamental role as mediator between the architecture
and the activities of the inhabitants: their task is to give concreteness to possibility. to spark off relations, like enzymes
Architecture and furniture give shape to the use of the kindergarten, and should be conceived together

The presence of specialized spaces, lke the Ateliers. supports the experimenting with the arts and the hybridisation

and crossfertilization between languages, promoting visual and poetic languages in everyday work with children

The layout reflects the conceptual map of use - for instance a central square with lack of corridors might better
support and tell a pedagogy of relations where the three subjects of the community - children, teachers and
parents - together build their values, projects and desires

There are other main design issues. Sustainability. health and safely in the environment. care in the use of energy
sources, listening to qualities of climate and form in a situation. the relationship with the urban or natural environment.
All of these are guidelines for reading a collections of kindergarten projects. where Pedagogy and Architecture try
to establish a dialogue to support children adventure of growth
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CHALLENGES AND IMPORTANCE OF HIGH-
QUALITY LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Kindergartens around the world have changed greatly in recent decades. Fast growing group sizes
combined with tightened building budgets can turn a new kindergarten quickly into a nonfunctional
growing and working environment This causes many challenges for architects and designers.

Construction of large learning facilities Is a rising trend, In these huge community centers a child
could spend almost 15 years of his life. moving from kindergarten to primary school. secondary
school. and even up to high school Designing these large community centers our challenge is to
preserve the scale of small children and at the same time allow efficient utilization of the premises
for all the different types of adult user groups after the school days. During planning and budgeting
learning environments universal adaptability. versatility. efficiency and economic maintenance are
emphasized and children's desires and needs are easily overlooked or even forgotten

Flexibility of spaces has rapidly become an important part of the day-care planring: generic rooms
should be easily shared and combined to serve different purposes during the day. This poses
Its own challenges to furnishing. acoustics. building services etc. Also integration of children with
special needs in normal kindergarten groups is booming. so all spaces must be accessible. extra
safe and functional These integrated groups should also have small shared spaces. to which a
special child 1s able to go to calm down and to do his own chores and exercises

Every now and then every child needs his own privacy and peace during their kindergarten day.
but at the same time design solutions should not restrict socializing with other children nor degrade
controllability Relationship between open and enclosed spaces must always be thought closely
One of the most important duties of a kindergarten is to develop childrens social skills. so we
should pay extra attention to shared spaces such as a dining hall a sports hall workshop rooms,
playground areas etc

Kindergarten's principal aim is to be a stimulating safe and familiar "second home’, where a child
can grow up and develop with peace of mind. Rapidly evolving technology solutions and changing
trends of pedagogy offer us new possibllities to resolve these planning challenges, as well as
develop new ways of thinking. From architects point of view. key challenge for us is to attract
adults to understand the importance of high-quality learning environment. whose meaning to our
socleties can not be overestimated
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which functional and aesthetic identities recount and support a certain identity of the child competent, an explorer.
equipped with a hundred languages and great abilities

The kindergarten is both a place and a tool each space can be interpreted as an opportunity for experiment,
knowledge-building and self-learning for children, a laboratory stimulating and supporting various journeys of
development

Actually the qualities and characteristics of a kindergarten - the design choices, the space layout. the tools - derive (or
should derive) from the image of the child that belongs to a community; the environment - which we take to be the

total of spatial and sensory qualities including architecture itself, furnishings. immaterial qualities of the spaces (color.
light. materials. acoustics). information — can determine the nature of the pedagogical project
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ZPZ PARTNERS

A book collecting selected projects is a great opportunity to study and compare how the different designers face
design topics that are crucial in children spaces

For instance. the sensorial quality of the space. We know that children experience the world through the senses,
with each sense activating other senses. They have a synesthesia capacity: they 'see” temperature; they touch’ light
they taste’ smells. A design challenge is to create spaces that can be perceived and used by all five senses. a vast KER B
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respecting and supporting children's cognitive processes

A second important issue is fumiture. Furnishings develop a fundamental role as mediator between the architectuie
and the activities of the inhabitants: their task is to give concreteness to possibility, to spark off relations, like enzymes
Architecture and furniture give shape to the use of the kindergarten, and should be conceived together

The presence of specialized spaces. like the Ateliers, supports the experimenting with the arts and the hybridisation
and crossfertilization between languages. promoting visual and poetic languages in everyday work with children

The layout reflects the conceptual map of use - for instance a central square with lack of corridors might better
support and tell a pedagogy of relations where the three subjects of the community - children. teachers and
parents - together build their values, projects and desires

There are other main design issues: Sustainability. health and safety in the environment. care in the use of energy
sources, listening to qualities of climate and form in a situation, the relationship with the urban or natural environment.
All of these are guidelines for reading a collections of kindergarten projects. where Pedagogy and Architecture try
to establish a dialogue to support children adventure of growth
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growing and working environment This causes many challenges for architects and designers.

Construction of large learning facilities Is a rising trend, In these huge community centers a child
could spend almost 15 years of his life. moving from kindergarten to primary school. secondary
school. and even up to high school Designing these large community centers our challenge is to
preserve the scale of small children and at the same time allow efficient utilization of the premises
for all the different types of adult user groups after the school days. During planning and budgeting
learning environments universal adaptability. versatility. efficiency and economic maintenance are
emphasized and children's desires and needs are easily overlooked or even forgotten

Flexibility of spaces has rapidly become an important part of the day-care planring: generic rooms
should be easily shared and combined to serve different purposes during the day. This poses
Its own challenges to furnishing. acoustics. building services etc. Also integration of children with
special needs in normal kindergarten groups is booming. so all spaces must be accessible. extra
safe and functional These integrated groups should also have small shared spaces. to which a
special child 1s able to go to calm down and to do his own chores and exercises

Every now and then every child needs his own privacy and peace during their kindergarten day.
but at the same time design solutions should not restrict socializing with other children nor degrade
controllability Relationship between open and enclosed spaces must always be thought closely
One of the most important duties of a kindergarten is to develop childrens social skills. so we
should pay extra attention to shared spaces such as a dining hall a sports hall workshop rooms,
playground areas etc

Kindergarten's principal aim is to be a stimulating safe and familiar "second home’, where a child
can grow up and develop with peace of mind. Rapidly evolving technology solutions and changing
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