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Abstract

Antonymous Compounds is unique and self-contained in the whole
modern Chinese vocabulary system, which is a closed word class with higher
prominence. Previous studies on Antonymous Compounds mainly belong to the
lexical level,less on its” usage. In this book based on the Construction Theory,
we take lexical semantics as the research background and put Antonymous
Compounds into the“Morphological Construction” category from the perspective
of individual and systematic inspection. This book focuses on the overall
description and analysis of three kinds of Antonymous Compounds: “N + N” |
“A+A”and“V +V” [to find out some universal ,tendentious characteristics and
continuous rules.

“N + N” Antonymous Compounds consists of nominal morphemes, which
cover* Space, Time , People , Thing” etc. semantic categories. After being a word,
“N + N” compounds remains a high consistency of grammatical attribute ,its lex-
icalization degree is relatively low. The incompatibility of interior semantics
make“N + N” compounds carrying the recessive[ + biphasic ] semantic represen-
tation with some universal quantification. On the syntactic level, it requires co-
occurrence with plural composition, which has a difference between compulso-
ry and non-compulsory.

“A + A” Antonymous Compounds is composed of adjective morphemes,
which cover® Quantity, Properties ,and Evaluation” etc. semantic categories. After
being a word ,the grammatical attribute of“A + A” compounds shows an overall
conversion,,which has been achieved mainly through metonymy mechanism of
Conceptual Integration. “A + A” compounds expresses transferred-reference with
its superior concept “ attribute ”, also having universal quantification. Its
Pragmatic function changes from Modification to Reference. “A + A” compounds
occupies the subject and object syntactic position, which shows nominal
. characteristics with the highest lexicalization degree. The self-insufficiency or
dependence of semantics makes that it is independent when used as subject
and object; can’t be modified with “ noun + quantifier” structure, which are
different from prototypical noun.

“V 4+ V” Antonymous Compounds is made up of verbal morphemes, of

Abstract 1



which the syntactical function of being used as predicate decrease or disappear,
and the behavioral semantic representation weakens. The weaker the behavior,
the weaker the timeliness,“V + V” compounds has less prototypical characteris-
tics of verb. At the same time, “V + V” compounds’ function of being used as
subject and object improves with more nominal characteristics, expressing the
nominalization of action,behavior,state and result. “V + V” compounds’ pragmatic
function has shifted , containing reference on syntax and nominalization on lexicon.
The independence of“V + V" compounds is in a continuum,from strong to weak,
again from weak to strong.

Based on the above description and analysis, we find that two syllables
coordination structure is a form-meaning pair, not strictly predictable from
component parts,and can reflect the construction’s productivity. We preliminary
reconstruct “the Antonymous Coordinate Morphological Construction” —the word
formation framework. This book mainly draws the outline of the relationship
between “ word formation, lexical semantics and syntax”. The Antonymous
compounds is a non-prototypical member in lexical category on a transitional
phase of continuum.

Besides based on the Chinese,the research scope is also related to other
types of languages. The “ Antonymous Coordinate” as a word formation model

has much value in linguistic typology.
Key Words; Antonymous Compounds Antonymous Coordinate

Morphological Construction  Conceptual Integration Typical Quantification

Reference De-categorization Morphological Typology
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