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Preface |

mong the four great ancient civilizations, Chinese civilization is the only one
Awhich shows a clear vein of inheritance and it is impossible to talk about cultural
inheritance without mentioning the evolvement of postal delivery history. Since the ancient
times, the efficiency of message transmission has always been, to a certain degree,
the guarantee of the social prosperity. China is one of the earliest countries to establish
organizations specialized in message transmission with its postal delivery history
commencing before Qin Dynasty when there were already specialized institution—post
houses, delivery equipment—post carriages, and sealing gadget—Ilute. These historical

traces provide infinite room for our current researches.

Being a country with a long history of post delivery and the birthplace of papermaking
and printing, China, however, is not the first country to issue stamps. On May 6th 1840,
the world’s very first stamp got issued by Britain and China's first set of stamps—Large
Dragon stamps had not been released until 1878. Going through the evolvement of
stamps reminds Chinese people of the wounds and pains from the history, since for a
long period of time, the production and issuing of stamps were under full control of foreign
countries, which was the result of the colonial social nature. Thus the collection and

research of early Chinese stamps is not only for the appreciation of postal arts but also for
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the retrospection of history.

With the society having stepped into the information age which brings advanced network
technologies, there has been a giant leap in the means of communication. Though one
does not have to rely on paper letters to communicate nowadays, they are still in their
irreplaceable position for the transmission of thoughts and emotions in the traditional way.
Also, the collection of stamps and postal certificates has become a prevailing refined
hobby which appeals to thousands and millions of Chinese people. Numerous exquisite
stamps are added into the collection for the elaborate craftsmanship and complex printing
techniques such as engraving, lithography, relief printing, intaglio printing, etc. More and
more advanced techniques are getting applied to stamps, such as anti-forgery technology.
Stamps can be divided into different categories: definitive ones, commemorative ones,
special ones, and those for special use, such as airmail stamps, express letter stamps,
postage-due stamps, registered mail stamps, military stamps, charity stamps and parcel
post stamps, not to forget New Year card stamps and personalized ones. Being more
than a postage certificate, stamps reflect the development of the world's civilization and
record the evolvement of papermaking and printing techniques. In retrospect, the stamps

from Ching Dynasty and the Republic of China seem to be overshadowed in their variety



and delicacy, but the remote ancient times and the fading stories behind those stamps

add incomparable value to the research and exploration.

Shanghai is the city that has witnessed the outset of the modern Chinese postal history,
and as the presenter of Shanghai local history, it is the liability of Shanghai History
Museum to document our stamp collection from Ching Dynasty and the Republic of
China. With the focus on the historical background related to the stamps, this gallery
enables readers to have a deeper understanding of the evolvement of Chinese post
and the vicissitudes that modern China went through. It will be our honor if this gallery
can stimulate the appreciation of stamps in readers and more importantly, inspire more

concern for this phase of history.

Director of Shanghai History Museum
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Preface 1l

Stamps and mailboxes are to the time a hundred years ago what cellphones and
Internet are to the present. For the past a hundred years, modern post contributed
a lot to the development of technology, economy and culture all across the world, and for

China, this period of history gave birth to stamps in thousands and millions of varieties.

The stamp is the key symbol of modern post, and it is a kind of negotiable securities
issued by the nation which cannot be reprinted once beyond the issuing period; on
the other hand, as an exquisitely printed artifact, the stamp also boasts great value
in appreciation and collection. The contents on stamps cover such a wide range that
they reveal traces of social, political and historical development and present facts of
astronomy, geography, biology and humanity, which is why stamps are acclaimed as
"miniature encyclopedia". There is a prevailing interest in the collection, research and

preservation of stamps, some of which have turned into priceless treasures.

Modern post and stamps originated from the West, and due to the historical background
and favorable location, Shanghai was the first city that practiced modern post in China. In
1863, Shanghai Municipal Council established local post offices for the correspondence
with the treaty ports, and in 1865, China's first set of stamps—Large Dragon stamps got

issued.
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In 1878, the Customs Posts period commenced, which marked the official start of the
correspondence between China and overseas, and it was in Shanghai that China’s first
set of stamps was issued; A year after Guangxu Emperor’'s approval of establishing
Chinese Imperial Post, it was in Shanghai that the first Chinese Imperial Post Office was
founded; After the Revolution of 1911, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, the then president of the Republic
of China, led in the design of commemorative stamps and definitive stamps and it was
Shanghai Commercial Press that was authorized for the issuing of the specimen; It
was also Shanghai Commercial Press that issued the first set of stamps of the People's
Republic of China. Shanghai is closely connected with not only the history of Chinese
stamps but also that of Chinese stamp collection, for the first philatelic club in China,
the first philatelic group for Chinese, and also the first philatelic group with universal

reputation all took their first step from Shanghai.

Due to various favorable privileges, Shanghai History Museum has held a collection
of some treasured Chinese stamps and it is very meaningful to make a gallery of this
collection. By reading this gallery, one can know about the existing stamp collection

of Shanghai History Museum and understand what remains to be added to enrich the

i

collection.

%

Initiator of Shanghai Stamp Collectors' Association
Associate Editor of Shanghai Philately
Member of All-China Philatelic Federation

Reviewer of National Philatelic Exhibitions
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