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“Wedding night and the moment of success in the imperial examination” Marriage is a vital event in one’s life. Wedding
ceremony is the palace of marriage. Itis regarded as an achievement a bit inferior to success in the imperial exam among the
people, a fact from which we can see its importance. Marriage proprieties were established in Zhou Dynasty (i.e. to accept
betrothal gifts, to ask the names, to choose the auspicious date, to deliver wedding invitations and to go fetch the bride for
the wedding) and evolved to different degrees in various places along with local customs and culture. Marriage customs in
Zhongyang is one that is characterized by distinctive local style, reflecting the peculiar culture of Yellow River Valley and
inherent flavor of loess plateau. It combines the rich connotation of Zhongyang culture, elaborate and vivid, rule-abiding and
profound, and reflects deeply the honest and simple folkway and the wish to beautiful life of the local people. The artwork
of national inheritor——Wang Jiru, sets on the marriage customs in our county at the beginning of 19th century, vividly
depicting the traditional marriage procedure of Zhongyang. It not only provides precious materials for the research on

marriage culture in our county, but plays a positive role in the exploration, protection, inheritance and development on
non-material cultural heritage.
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Brief Introduction to Wang Jiru

Born in Pangjiahui Village, Zhongyang County, Shanxi Province, Wang Jiru is now the national inheritor of the art of
paper-cut as well as a real native folk artist. She has won many prizes in folk art exhibitions both at home and abroad and
her works have been collected in the Art Museum of China and many other museums in China and foreign countries. In 2002,
she was appointed as one of the first national inheritors of non-material cultural heritage.

Wang Jiru was brought up in Lvliang mountainous area. She has been very fond of paper-cut since she was small and
was endowed with a superior talent in traditional folk customs of Zhongyang. She develops an exquisite and graceful style
from the instillation of Yellow River culture and has made outstanding contributions to the protection and spread of
non-material cultural heritage of Zhongyang.

This set of works is another strong hit made by Wang Jiru, which integrates the traditional marriage customs in
Zhongyang into the art of paper-cut and is of high value of folk customs appreciation and of artistic appeal.
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Matchmaking o % g = 35 W
There was a statement in ancient Zhongyang that e | 1 w | k|4 | AR
“marriage would not be fulfilled without matchmakers”. W | & | P
Matchmakers are usually invited by the bridegroom’s ! }iﬁ | A A ﬁi
side at first, and it is called “to invite the go-between”. k| i | s fﬂ' ﬁ
To do this, the host has to invite the go-between to Weldd | U, gl i =
dinner at the beginning and the meal must be hand-pulled F‘ﬂ = sl AL L [TRIRE
noodles, which implies to pull two sides together. In ﬂ B & % %’ i | ne
this stage, there are usually 5 steps, namely to inquire i ? lF il | % |
the names, to exchange the cards, to negotlate matters e " ﬂ!! X\ R | EB|A
on wedding and so on. B ﬂ e o | | aE | R
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Engagement ALIE L 3
When mutual consent is reached, bridegroom’s side will I RA| PE| &G | AT | 1R | M ok
ask the go-between to send the wedding invitation and part ) &\ A BB R W by ey
of clothes and jewelry to the bride’s side as token of love. A ﬁ A : s | A % B5.J”
If the present is accepted, the engagement is made then. It is = | B | | we Bl ik
: : . Bl o | e gy | o | M
called “to deliver the message” in customs. At the time of - . fii &
e vl IR AINERE IR 3E:
engagement, the go-between will be invited to eat jiaozi, I I st 1 oy
which indicates both side will not break their promise through ol i | & | | " ] @
pinching tight the opening of jiaozi. On this matter, the bride’s 2| R %ﬁ o~ ul o
side often acts with so much discretion that they will not deliver ] M| | - e fifi | 4€
the message until they consider it well. AR Y Z 5|
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Acceptance of betrothal gifts

After engagement, the bridegroom’s family will choose
an auspicious date, write wedding invitations and prepare clothes,
jewelry and giftmoney. When the preparation is done, the
go-between will be asked to deliver these betrothal gifts to the
bride’s family. It is usually called “money-delivery”, i.e. to
notify the bride’s family to begin to collect the dowry and
prepare for the wedding.The amount of giftmoney is specified
during previous negotiation. It often takes auspicious numbers
and will be delivered twice upon the engagement and acceptance

of betrothal gifts. The giftmoney shall not be paid overdue or owed.
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Dowry collection g ﬁ o g % ®
After acceptance of betrothal gifts, both sides will be | w6 w8 1%
engaged in the preparation for the wedding. Dowry collection IR IE
is carried out by the bride’s family, including making new clothes, Hilxl & & %
quilts, shoes and insoles. Each type of dowry must be made in g o 1€ A | B | B %
pairs, indicating “to make a pair”. A pair of walnuts and a pair IR g.{ B ‘fﬁ' & ik g
of dates will be placed in the corner of the new quilts and shoes, W k| fA % | ﬁ ¥
implying “pairs of sons and daughters running around the kang”. Bl ok | T [
HEE Idd
I IIEI# A
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To choose the wedding date M| 4| - |af| 7|
Bridegroom’s parents will invite a learned scholar to B k) R I é

choose an auspicious date according to Eight-Characters of B% ? g ”E | % @

the bride and the groom and write eight-character paper, and eL | e | | g ke S

then ask the go-between to notify the bride’s family. Complying Bi | 21 *|4r | S % , B

with the traditional custom that the bride’s shall follow the S RE i 'ﬁ g’: =

groom’s proposal, the bride’s will accept the arrangement E’f (54 ’rﬁf AR ﬁ T,

unless there is special occurrences. Once the date is chosen, |8 fg{ i | g% B

it will not be altered to avoid ominous happenings. e ; & % g i
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To steam wedding mantou il W om &
Before the marriage, the bride’s family will steam ﬁ; | % JF Wi
wedding mantou for the bride. It is round and is lengthened N = 1| # fi )fé, ’
layer by layer so as to create the figure of a dragon and S E | =1 z 3 ;‘:
a phoenix,on which walnuts, melon seeds and dates are B | |- 8 g
embellished. The figure composed of wedding mantou g 5% £ | K | B
symbolizes harmony, good future, and giving birth to % % T 7| & &
babies soon. There must be two mantous, one with angled !l: & o | B =
decoration indicating to give birth to a boy, and the other ’ & 1k | R |k #*
with round decoration indicating a girl. % | % § %: § %
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To get in the sedan chair

When the groom and the bride are dressed up, the musical
band will play the tune of “jiangjunling” and meanwhile firecrackers
will be let off. Then, the bride will be carried into the sedan chair
by her elders. Meanwhile, wine and four small plates of side dish
will be place on a big plate; the bridegroom will then dispose them
with chopsticks to both sides of the road and bow from the waist.
It is called “to offer sacrifices to the horse head”, meaning honoring
the gods and asking for their blessing on a safe journey. When all
these are done, the parade moves.
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