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A BSTRACT

he terrestrial area of China covers 9.6 million km’, which is

Tapproximately equivalent to one fourth of that of Asia. The highest
Qomolangma (8844m) in the world lies within territory of Tibet and the Aiding
Lake at an altitude of -154 m in Xinjiang is the lowest land of the world. From
mountainous regions and plateaus in the west to the immense plains in the
east, and from deserts, grasslands and cold-temperate coniferous forests in the
north to tropical rainforests in the south, and also from more than 18 000 km
long coastline to many islands, all locations not only represent different natural
landscape but also provide birds with a variety of inhabiting sites. So China
stands a world-leading position in biodiversity of birds which ranks the fourth in
species number(1371)only inferior to Brazil (2000), Peru (1678) and Columbia
(1567).

Qingling Mountains as the boundary or watershed of geological, climatic,
biological, hydrographic and edaphic factors in China, was situated crossly the
central China ranged from southeastern Gansu, south Shaanxi and southwestern
Henan with diversified landscapes and a complicated physical environment.
Taibai Mountain at an elevation of 3767 m in Shaanxi was the highest peak in
eastern mainland of China.

The unique natural conditions of Qinling Mountains have gestated many
colorful and different birds. China is divided into 7 geographic regions of birds
that consist of 19 subregions, of which 10 subregions belong to the Palaearctic

Realm and the other 9 are subject to the Oriental Realm. Both the two Realms’



components of birds co-occurs in Qinling Mountains, partitioned between the
southern and northern slopes. The field guide includes all the birds recorded in
the last fifty years, which consist of 494 species from 218 genera, 69 families
and 18 orders. Of these species, 9 species under first-class state protection,
52 species under second-class state protection and 32 species endemic to
China were recorded. The morphological character, ecological habits and brief
distribution of 87 protected and endemic species and 220 common species were
described respectively together with more than 300 excellent photos.

The colorful birds in Qinling Mountains have attracted much attention from
specialists and photographers for a long time. The field guide provides the basic
data collected over the last fifty years based on our own observations and a large
number of other references. It not only provides information for understanding
and researching the bird species in the region, but also serves as a useful
handbook for students, teachers and researchers from universities and institutes,

as well as for administrative staffs from protection agencies and nature reserves.

Yu Xiaoping, Li Jingang
Shaanxi Normal University
Dec 6, 2013, Xi’an
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1C RS (Bonasa bonasia). KAKES (Strix aluco). LMERS (Perisoreus infaustus) .
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%, WMEEW, LEEXN, =K KLY (Picoides tridactylus). B M5 (Strix
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WELEHEEFR (Timaliidae). 558} (Muscicapidae). %} (Sylviidae) )2 5F.
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ERZH A SF. REFEA S WLILE (Gyps himalayensis). $HTLE (Gypaetus
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spp.)~ M8J&E (Anas spp.) WKPSJE (Tadorna spp. ) &S JE (Aythya spp.). KDY
J& (Mergus spp.) Ki&JE (Cygnus spp.) IR ¥ £l (Ardeidae). #5%} (Gruidae).
# El (Ciconiidae) M) Fh 2 UL M A ¥ (Platalea leucorodia). 3 i F X8 (Rallus
aquaticus )~ /K3 (Gallinula chloropus) . *EWEKY (Larus saundersi)  [AEHERY (Sterna
albifrons). BJH B (Acrocephalus bistrigiceps). *:% J& (Remiz spp.) F1 3% i 55
(Emberiza aureola) “% .

ZR 1 [X 1) 55 A AN A LAV oot ] AR S 28 L e i VR A PR 1 SR AT A i o ¢ i)
MRS, R R 5 S 2K m) B vaE o A 2 uth,  Z0% AL 78 T 4 i F g
W DU B 7 AT v 2 i 5 2K

(=) PEFA SEXEMEA SR

R o Fi A AR T DX o LT A e X A bR S KB E
2> (Bird Life International) 1998 4= 47 [t F4F A &5 X 3 (Endemic Bird Area,
EBA). 1 AMAILE A BR 4> A (1956 B AL/ 1 50 000km® 8540 A 8K 4 40 #ii . A
EBA i/ tH P Bl sl P A DL b2 A B A2 1 5 28 00 A X B N E i, EBA @ E A
134y, RS e b B b . PUURER X . PUmpE X, RS SR LX ., F
M, )X P X, S ENE AR X . ZF X, R X
P X . R X A G B IX . R E & IR (2002) X [E & K55G
A E TR B R (20060 (HE— 0k, T ERE SRAEE R 105 B, SRR
7 H 16 ¥} 58 J&-

i
5
£
)
i
%
e
s




