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A PASSAGE TO INDIA

India in 1924 was under the rule of the British, with all the
social and political problems that accompany colonialism.
The British lived in their own communities and there was little
social contact between the two peoples. Indians, for example,
were never allowed to belong to, or even enter, British clubs.

Adela Quested, young and idealistic, and impatient with
these social attitudes, is full of enthusiasm for India. She
has just travelled out from England with Mrs Moore, who
is the mother of Ronny Heaslop. He is the city magistrate
in Chandrapore, and there is an expectation that Adela and
Ronny will marry, but meanwhile Adela intends to explore and
learn. She is eager to meet and talk to Indians, and to see the
‘real India’.

So when Dr Aziz, the charming Indian friend of Mr Fielding,
the college headmaster, invites them all on an excursion to the
famous Marabar Caves, Adela is delighted. Here at last is an
opportunity to find the ‘real India’. But what is the ‘real India’?
And even if Adela found it, would she understand it?
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India in 1924 was under the rule of the British, with all the
social and political problems that accompany colonialism.
The British lived in their own communities and there was little
social contact between the two peoples. Indians, for example,
were never allowed to belong to, or even enter, British clubs.

Adela Quested, young and idealistic, and impatient with
these social attitudes, is full of enthusiasm for India. She
has just travelled out from England with Mrs Moore, who
is the mother of Ronny Heaslop. He is the city magistrate
in Chandrapore, and there is an expectation that Adela and
Ronny will marry, but meanwhile Adela intends to explore and
learn. She is eager to meet and talk to Indians, and to see the
‘real India’.

So when Dr Aziz, the charming Indian friend of Mr Fielding,
the college headmaster, invites them all on an excursion to the
famous Marabar Caves, Adela is delighted. Here at last is an
opportunity to find the ‘real India’. But what is the ‘real India’?
And even if Adela found it, would she understand it?
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PART ONE

&

Mosque

xcept for the Marabar Caves, which are some distance away,
l the city of Chandrapore is not at all extraordinary. Its

bazaars run along the bank of the Ganges, hardly

distinguishable from the rubbish left by that great river. Its streets are
narrow, its temples are unimpressive, and everything in it looks as if
it is made of mud. When the Ganges floods, which happens
occasionally, houses fall and people are drowned, but the general
shape of the town remains, like some low but permanently surviving
form of life.

Inland, there is a large sports ground, and a hospital. The railway
station is on a small hill, and beyond the railway the land drops away
and then rises again steeply. On this second hill live the English
community. Viewed from their neat bungalows, Chandrapore appears
a totally different place — a city of gardens, a tropical forest washed
by a wide river. Between the bungalows are straight, well-kept roads;
a red-brick clubhouse and a shop are conveniently situated nearby.
There is nothing especially ugly here, but only the view is beautiful;
the English community shares nothing with the city except the arch
of the sky above.
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mosque »n. a building in which
Muslims worship 75 EL3F
extraordinary adj. very unusual
or surprising 5 F-FH 115 A
Bl

bungalow »n. (in this story) a de-
tached house (A hff) ik
B3R (35 8E)

tropical adj. coming from or

existing in the hottest parts of the
world #iF(1Y
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By day, the blue of the sky turns pale and becomes white in the
heat; after the sun has gone down, orange melts upwards into softest
purple. But at night it is blue again, and then the stars hang like lamps
from an enormously high roof. There are no mountains around; the
land lies flat, rises a little, then is flat again. Only in the south, where
a group of fists and fingers stand out against the sky, is the endless
space interrupted. These fists and fingers are the Marabar Hills,
containing the extraordinary caves.
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A visit to a mosque

bandoning his bicycle, which fell before a servant could catch it,
the young man jumped up on to the veranda.
‘Hamidullah, Hamidullah, am I late?’ he cried excitedly.

‘Aziz, do not apologize,’ said his host. ‘You are always late.’

‘Kindly answer my question. Am I late? Has Mahmoud Ali
caten all the food? Mr Mahmoud Ali, how are you?’

‘Thank you, Dr Aziz, [ am dying.’

‘Dying before your dinner? Oh, poor Mahmoud Ali!’

‘Hamidullah here is actually dead. He died just as you rode up
on your bicycle,” replied Mahmoud Ali.

“Yes, that is so,” said Hamidullah. ‘Imagine us both speaking to
you from another and happier world.’

‘Does there happen to be such a thing as a pipe in that happier
world of yours?’

‘Aziz, don’t be amusing. We’re having a very sad talk.’

As he smoked the pipe, the smell of tobacco filled the room. It
was delicious. Aziz lay back, relaxed, listening to the others. Their

talk did not seem particularly sad — they were discussing whether

10



