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Answer the following questions,

1. As a freshman, have you found campus life amazing?

2. As you have spent a couple of weeks with your classmates,
how many friends have you made? Say something wonderful
about your new friends.

3. When given a task or a project, which do you prefer, to work
alone in a quiet environment, or to cooperate with others?

4. Have you made a plan for your freshman year? Share with your

classmates.
5. According to the title of Text A “If 1 were a Freshman
Again”, can you make a prediction about what this text will

be about?

If I were a Freshman Again %
By Thomas Arkle Clark =

IF I were a freshman again I should not work so many hours as 1

did. I put in enough hours with my books in my hands, but I did
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not accomplish much. 1 had little concentration. Many students
whom I knew, and I was one of this sort, spent a great deal of
time in getting ready to work. With a book in hand they look out
of the window at the clouds or at the pretty girls passing along the
street, and all the time they deceive themselves with the idea that
they are working.

Many an evening, when the work was heavy, I would determine
to begin early and get it over with; but I could spend half an hour in
arranging my books and getting myself seated in a comfortable
chair. All this time I imagined I was working. I spent as much
time in goading myself on to duties that I should have liked to
shirk or in getting ready to work as I did in actual labour. If 1
were a freshman I should plan my work, I should try to develop
concentration. . . I should work harder but not so long.

1 should learn to work with people about me. As it was I
lived a somewhat isolated life. I did my reading and my studying
alone, and though there were some advantages in this method,
there were serious objections, Now I must often work under different
conditions than those by which I was surrounded in college; there is
work to be done where there is no quiet, and I do it with difficulty. As
1 tried on a crowded ocean steamer to put these wandering thoughts on
paper | was constantly annoyed by the confusion about me and by the
spasmodic attempts at conversation made by a well-intentioned but
misguided young man at my side. If I had learned to work under
different conversations, I might have turned the conversation aside as a
steep roof sheds the rain. I believe it is a great advantage for a young
man to do his work himself, but he should not subject himself to the

slavery of doing it alone.

1. accomplish [o'kamplif] vz. to succeed in doing or completing
something; achieve

concentration [ konsn'trerfn] n the ability to direct all your effort
and attention on one thing, without thinking of other things

o

3. deceive (with) [di'sitv] v. to make somebody believe something
that is not true
4. determine [dr'tammin] v. to decide firmly that something will be
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done; make up one’s mind about something; resolve
goad [goud | vt. to keep irritating or annoying somebody or
something until they react 38 & , ¥ %%, ) ¥
shirk [ [ak] ». to avoid doing something you should do,
especially because you are too lazy
isolated [ 'aisolertid | @. far away from other places, buildings,
or people; remote
objection [ ob'dzek(n | n. a reason why you do not like or are
opposed to something
surround [so'ravnd | vz. (esp. passive) be all round something
or somebody
wander [ 'wonda | vi. to walk slowly around or to a place,
often without any particular sense of purpose or direction
constantly [ 'konstontli ] ad. all the time; repeatedly
annoy [ o'noi | v, to make somebody angry and impatient
confusion [ kon'fjuzen ] n. a state of not being certain about
what is happening, what you should do, what something
means, etc; the fact of making a mistake about who
somebody is or what something is
spasmodic [ speez'modik | a. happening suddenly for short
periods of time; not regular or continuous I8 8k &
well-intentioned [ 'welin'tenfond | a. intending to be helpful or
useful but not always succeeding very well
misguided [ jmis'gaidid | a. based on an incorrect idea
steep [stizp] a. rising or falling quickly, not gradually B &9, &
i &Y
shed [ fed ] v. to let something fall off as part of a natural
process i i ; 32
get over with to do or finish experiencing something
unpleasant quickly
subject. .. to  to force someone or something to experience
something very unpleasant or difficult, especially over a long
time
.

Notes

Thomas Arkle Clark (1862—1932) used to work in the
University of Illinois, as Professor of English (1893—1899),

Unit 1 C&
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Dean of Undergraduate (1901—1909), Dean of Men (1909—

1931).

2. If I were a freshman again 1 should not work so many hours as I
did.
) R EMIER, “If I were...1should...” 2 & RE FIHEIK
ALK .

3. I spent as much time in goading myself on to duties that I should
have liked to shirk or in getting ready to work as I did in actual
labour,
spend time (in) doing... & 3] i A ., in goading... # in
getting. . . £ 5| &5 .

4. As it was I lived a somewhat isolated life,

As it was" % B LRI A as it is“F EHR A do”,

5. If I had learned to work under different conversations, I might
have turned the conversation aside as a steep roof sheds the rain.
8] & EMIER,, “If I had learned. . . I might have turned...”
& 2tit - LR AR AR GG RR .

& qé o\
G,
’ Revorey

T
vy

Answer the following questions,

1. Do you believe sometimes one important choice will make “all
the difference”?

2. Have you ever faced any difficult decision which is crucial to
your future?

3. Have you ever regretted for making a wrong choice?

4. Robert Frost once wrote: in his poem The Road Not Taken
“Two roads diverged in a yellow wood, And sorry I could not

travel both. ” How do you understand it?

IT was New Year's Night. An aged man was standing at a

window. He raised his mournful eyes towards the deep blue sky,



where the stars were floating like white lilies on the surface of a
clear calm lake. Then he cast them on the earth, where few more
hopeless people than himself now moved towards their certain
goal—the tomb. He had already passed sixty of the stages leading
to it, and he had brought from his journey nothing but errors and
remorse. Now his health was poor, his mind vacant. his heart
sorrowful, and his old age short of comforts.

The days of his youth appeared like dreams before him, and
he recalled the serious moment when his father placed him at the
entrance of the two roads—one leading to a peaceful, sunny place,
covered with flowers, fruits and resounding with soft, sweet
songs; the other leading to a deep, dark cave, which was endless,
where poison flowed instead of water and where devils and
poisonous snakes hissed and crawled.

He looked towards the sky and cried painfully, “O youth,
return! O my father, place me once more at the entrance to life,
and I'll choose the better way!” But both his father and the days
of his youth had passed away.

He saw the lights flowing away in the darkness. These were
the days of his wasted life; he saw a star fall from the sky and
disappeared, and this was the symbol of himself. His remorse,

which was like a sharp arrow, struck deeply into his heart. Then
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he remembered his friends in his childhood, who entered on life
together with him. But they had made their way to success and
were now honoured and happy on this New Year’s Night.

The clock in the high church tower struck and the sound
made him remember his parents’ early love for him. They had
taught him and prayed to God for his good. But he chose the
wrong way. With shame and grief he dared no longer look towards
that heaven where his father lived. His darkened eyes were full of
tears, and with a despairing effort, he burst out a cry: “Come
back, my early days! Come back!”

And his youth did return, for all this was only a dream which
he had on New Year’s Night. He was still young though his faults
were real; he had not yet entered the deep, dark cave, and he was
still free to walk on the road which leads to the peaceful and sunny
land.

Those who still linger on the entrance of life, hesitating to
choose the bright road, remember that when years are passed and
your feet stumble on the dark mountains, you will cry bitterly,

but in vain: “O youth, return! Oh give me back my early days!”

1. mournful ['momnful | a. expressing or feeling deep sadness

2. float [flaut] v. to move slowly on water or in the air

3. remorse [ ri'mos] n. the feeling of being extremely sorry for
something wrong or bad that you have done

4. vacant [ 'veik(a)nt] a. empty; not being used; showing no sign
that the person is thinking of anything

5. sorrowful [ 'sprouvful | a. feeling, expressing, or causing great
sadness

6. recall [ri'’kol] v. to remember something or bring something
back to mind

7. entrance [ 'entrons | n. (~ to sth.) opening, gate, door,
passage, etc. by which one enters something

8. resound [ri'zavnd] v. (~with/to sth. ) to be filled with sound
= "

9. poison ['poizn] n. a substance that causes death or harm if it is

swallowed or absorbed into the body
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11
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14.

15.
16.

17;

18.

19.

20.

21.

devil [ 'devl] n. wicked spirit

hiss [his| vi. i &

crawl [ krol ] w. move slowly, with the body on or close to the
ground, or on hands and knees

symbol [ 'stmbl | #n. (~ of sth.) image, object, etc. that
suggests or refers to something else; emblem

grief [grisf | n. intense sorrow caused by loss of a loved one
(especially by death)

despairing [ di'speariy | a. showing or feeling the loss of all hope
linger ['ligge] vi. (~on) (an idea, feeling, or illness etc.)
to continue to exist for longer than expected; to stay
somewhere for longer because you do not want to leave; to
spend a long time doing something

hesitate [ 'hezitert | v. (~about/over sth. ) to be slow to speak
or act because you feel uncertain or nervous(about something)
stumble [ 'stambl | v. (~over/on sth. ) to hit your foot against
something while you are walking or running and almost fall
cast one’s eyes on  to focus one’s eyes on

burst out  to start expressing something suddenly and fully;
to say something suddenly, as if a suppressed emotion or
opinion had been welling up inside

in vain fruitlessly. pointlessly, unsuccessfully

Notes

1. John Ruskin (1819—1900) was the greatest British art critic

and social commentator of the Victorian Age. His ideas
inspired the Arts and Crafts Movement and the founding of the
National Trust, the Society for the Protection of Ancient
Buildings, and the Labour Movement. He fiercely attacked the
worst aspects of industrialization and actively promoted art
education and museum access for the working classes.

He had already passed sixty of the stages leading to it, and he had
brought from his journey nothing but errors and remorse,
41342 3& leading to it 4 stages #§ & 35, 48 % T “that led to it”
AR EME

Now his health was poor, his mind vacant, his heart sorrowful,

and his old age short of comforts.
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M &) A7 4 #), vacant, sorrowful, short of BT ZRE5%.- T 23
4] was,

4. ...one leading to a peaceful. sunny place. covered with flowers,
fruits and resounding with soft. sweet songs; the other leading to
a deep. dark cave, which was endless. where poison flowed
instead of water and where devils and poisonous snakes hissed and
crawled.
one. .. , the other. .. 4f two roads #j F] 4% , 2 roads 4t — ¥
&5 B X A, H 9 5794245 leading 4 one (road) #= the
other (road) # % #% . covered... #» resounding... #f place #§
% & ;which = where % 5| 85 = A~ & & M &) 1545 dark cave.

5. Those who still linger on the entrance of life, hesitating to choose
the bright road, remember that when years are passed and your
feet stumble on the dark mountains.
4744235 hesitating to choose the bright road 4k #& , 5L 37 4)
“EAENTRAETR G S BIKA, AT FREM, LTAK
H.5-18 425 A4k L linger on the entrance of life 5 7] 8 i85 3¢
4 4% k. &) 72 % 4 “who still linger on the entrance of life and
hesitate to choose the bright road”.

Discuss the following quotations.
1. Education is not the filling of a pail but the lighting of a fire.
William Butler Yeats, Irish poet
2. Education has for its object the formation of character.
Herbert Spencer . British philosopher
3. Education is a progressive discovery of our ignorance,

Durant, American historian

The Aim of a University Education
By John Henry Newman

IF then a practical end must be assigned to a university course, 1

say it is that of training good members of society. Its art is the art



of social life, and its end is fitness for the world. It neither
confines its views to particular professions on the one hand, nor
creates heroes or inspires genius on the other. Works, indeed, of
genius fall under no art; heroic minds come under no rule.

A university is not a birthplace of poets or of immortal
authors, of founders of schools, leaders of colonies, or conquerors
of nations. It does not promise a generation of Aristotles or
Newtons, of Napoleons or Washingtons, of Raphaels or
Shakespeares, though such miracles of nature it has before now
contained within its precincts. Nor is it content on the other hand
with forming the critic or the experimentalist, the ecomomist or
the engineer, although such too it includes within its scope.

But a university training is the great but ordinary means to a
great but ordinary end; it aims at raising the intellectual tone of
society, at cultivating the public mind, at purifying the national
taste, at supplying true principles to popular enthusiasm and fixed
aims to popular aspirations, at giving enlargement and sobriety to
the ideas of the age, at facilitating the exercise of political power,
and refining the intercourse of private life.

It is the education that gives a man a clear, conscious view of
his own opinions and judgments, a truth in developing them, an
eloquence in expressing them, and a force in urging them. It
teaches him to see things as they are, to go right to the point, to
disentangle a skein of thought, to detect what is sophistical, and to
discard what is irrelevant. It prepares him to fill any post with
credit, and to master any subject with facility. It shows him how
to accommodate himself to others, how to throw himself into their
state of mind, how to bring before them his own, how to

influence them, how to come to an understanding with them, how

to bear with them.

1. practical [ 'preektikl] a. concerned with actual facts and real life
and experience, not theory

2. assign [a'samn] v. (~ to)to give somebody something that they
can use, or some work or responsibility; to provide a person
for a particular task or position

3. fitness [ 'frtnos | n. the state of being physically healthy and
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

strong; the state of being suitable or good enough for
something
confine [ kon'fain ] v. (~ to) (often passive) to keep somebody
or something inside the limits of a particular activity, subject,
area, etc,
profession [ pro'fefon ] n. a type of job that needs special
training or skill, especially one that needs a high level of
education
inspire [ in'spaia| v. to give somebody the desire, confidence or
enthusiasm to do something well; to give somebody the idea
for something, especially something artistic or that shows
imagination
genius [ 'dziniss | n. a person who is unusually intelligent or
artistic, or who has a very high level of skill, especially in one
area
heroic [ hi'routk | a. showing extreme courage and admired by
many people
immortal [ 'moil] «. that lives or lasts for ever
colony [ 'kplani ] n. a country or an area that is governed by
people from another, more powerful. country
conqueror [ 'kogkara(r) | n. someone who has taken control of
land or people by force
miracle [ 'mirokl | 7. an action or event believed to be caused
by God; a lucky thing that happens that you did not expect or
think was possible
precinet ['prisigpkt ] 7. (usu pl.) the area around a place or a
building, sometimes surrounded by a wall
critic [ 'kritik | n. a person who expresses opinions about the
good and bad qualities of books, music, etc. ; a person who
expresses disapproval of somebody/something and talks about
their bad qualities, especially publicly
economist [ 1'kpnomist | #n. a person who studies or writes
about economics
scope [skoup | n. the range of things that a subject, an
organization, an activity, etc. deals with (22,5 X FH#he5)
;|
intellectual [ inta'lektfual | a. relating to the ability to think
and to understand ideas and information; well-educated and

interested in art, science, literature, etc. at an advanced level



