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Brief Introduction

There is a county named Hongtong in China

Among the counties of more than 2000 in China, Hongtong County
in Shanxi Province is the most famous one.The reasons why it has been
so famous are that it is the hometown of the hearts of hundred millions
of people and there is a famous Chinese Scholartree growing here which
has been always dreamed of by so many people. Just as the old saying
‘If you ask me where my ancestors come from? They are coming from
the Big Chinese Scholartree in Hongtong County in Shanxi Province. If
you ask me where my hometown is? It is under the stork net on the Big
Chinese Scholartree.” This old saying has been popularized widely in the
land of China for more than 600 years, This old saying has been read
from the generation to generation and this ancient Chinese Scholartree in
Hongtong County has become the most famous “sacred tree” worshipped
by the large amount of people. One more reason of why the county is so
famous is that there is an ancient prison usually called as “Susan Prison”
which was built as early as in the second year of Hongwu, Ming Dynasty
(1369), more than 600 years ago. It is the only prison built in Ming
Dynasty and has been preserved until the present time. The story of the
famous opera “Susan Qijie”(Sending Susan to the prison under the
guards) has taken place in this county and one verse of the opera “there
is no any good person in Hongtong County” sung by Susan has made even
the old male and female villagers far away from Hongtong know the
name of Hongtong County. However, there is one more reason why it has
been so famous, Guangsheng Temple with a long history has been located
in that county, It was built in Jianhe First Year of Eastern Han Dynasty
(147) and its former name was Julushe Temple. It was enlarged in Dali
Fourth Year of Tang Dynasty (769) and its name has been changed into

Guangsheng Temple since then. It was destroyed by the earthquake



