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A Brief Introduction to Guandi
Temple in Haizhou

Haizhou prefecture belongs to Hailiang City of
Jing State in Spring and Autumn Period. In Tang
dynasty it was called Puzhou and later since Qiany-
ou years of Five Dynasties it was affiliated to
Haizhou. Haizhou is hometown of Guan Yu, a well
— known general of Shu Han during Three Kin-
doms. That’ s why Haizhou Guandi Temple is the
biggest one of Guandi Temples across China.

Haizhou Guandi Temple is located near the
West Pass of Haozhou Town, which is 20 kilome-
ters west of Yuncheng City. The Temple was built
in the year of 589 at the end of Chen and beginning
of Shui about 300 years after Guan Yu s death.
With a nitre pool behind and Zhong — tiao — shan
mountains in the front, Guandi Temple sits north
to face south and covers a total area of 202028 sq
m. The Temple has been enlarged and repaired
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more than 30 times since Song Dynasty to the Pub-
lic of China. It is the biggest and the best kept pal-
ace style temple in China. The architecture in the
temple is of large scale with splendid halls and pa-
vilions. The construction in the temple is consisted
of three parts. In the front is Sworn Brothers Gar-
den; in the middle is the principal part of the tem-
ple. For this part Zhimeng Gate, Wumeng Gate
and Chongning Hall stand along center axle. Wen-
jing Gate, Wuwei Gate stand at both sides; In the
rare of the temple it is living quarter for the gener-
al’ s family. Niang — niang Hall, Guan — ping and
Guan — Xing halls (at present these halls are ru-
ined) and Spring — autumn Office are in the centre,
and a corridor consisted with 194 rooms wind into a
coil. And weapon storehouse and seal office they
face to face standing at both ends of the coil. In
this way Guandi Temple structures a complete pal-
ace. In the Temple there exist 22 stone tablets and
3 inscribed boards written by emperors.

Formally in the Temple there lived Taoist
priests affiliated to 8 temples. Since the founding
of the People s Republic of China they have re-

sumed sccular life and local Culture Relics Protec-
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tion Office set in the Temple. The Guandi Temple
is listed as one of the state level relics protected by

Chinese Center Government.
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