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A song

Listen, read and enjoy the following song.
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Sixteen Going on Seventeen

I am sixteen, going on seventeen,

I know that I’'m naive.

Fellows I meet may tell me I'm sweet,
and willingly I believe,

I am sixteen, going on seventeen.
Innocent as a rose.

Bachelor of dandy’s, drinkers of brandy's.
What do I know of those?

Totally unprepared am I,

to face a world of men.

Timid and shy and scared am I,

of things beyond my ken.

I need someone older and wiser,
telling me what to do.

You are seventeen, going on eighteen.
I’ll depend on you.

( — Taken from “The Sound of Music”)
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1. The Johnson family are talking about their favorite time of life. Listen to their talks
and match them with the people in the pictures.

2. Listen to their talks again and answer the following questions.
1) How old do you think Sarah is?
What was her favorite time of life? Why?

2 FHE IR (P —FRGH =FH)



2) How old do you think David is?
What were the best of his life? Why?

3) How old is Frank?
What was / is the best time of his life? Why?

4) How old do you think Irene is?
What was the best time of her life? Why?

5) How old do you think Helen is?
What were her best years? Why?

6) How old do you think Mark is?
What was / is the best time of his life? Why?

B An interview

1. Mike Li is a famous action movie star in Hong Kong. He is visiting our school
today. Look, here comes Mike Li. Do you know anything about him?

Unit One Age and Numbers 3



2. Now a reporter from our school TV station is interviewing Mike Li. Listen to the
interview, and complete the data card about him. The first one has been done for
you.

Name: (1) Mike Li
Job: 2)
Films made: (3)
Major events:
4 ___ Bormin(5)
(6) Started wushu training when he was (7) years old
1970’s Won (8) national gold medals
9) Made his first film
(10) Made his first Hollywood film

3. Listen to the interview again. Then ask each other questions about Mike Li with
the help of the data card.

A film excerpt (for advanced students)

1. Have you seen the film “The Sound of Music"? Here is an excerpt from it. Captain
Von Trapp needs a governess at home. Now Maria, the new governess, is talk-
ing with his children. Listen to the excerpt carefully and try to answer the ques-
tions below.

1) How many children does Maria have to look after?
2) What are their names?
3) How old are they?

4) Are they nice to Maria? Why?

2. Listen to the excerpt again and then act it out in groups of eight.

4 EIBWH IR (P -FARE_FH)



1. Ask each other questions about your favorite age or the age you are looking

forward to most and the reasons.

. Numbers are fun.

Numbers are everywhere in our life. They are our friends. Draw a circle on a
piece of paper. Inside the circle write five numbers. The numbers can represent
dates, lucky numbers, sizes, the number of the teeth you have, your friend’s age,
house numbers — anything. When you are ready, exchange circles with your partner.
Try to guess what your partner’s numbers represent by asking questions like:

1) Is your friend 15 years old?

2) Do you have 30 teeth?

3) Is 7 your lucky number?

4) Do you live at 22227 etc.

Each of you can ask at most two questions about each number. Then you have to
tell your partner what your numbers represent.

E Group work

1. Ideal age and numbers

1) Write numbers in the following boxes to show your choices.
What is your ideal age to ?
start to go to school ) start to learn English ( )

Unit One Age and Numbers 5



start to use the computer (Est) learn to drive a car (= )

start to work ) leave your parents (
have children {9 retire ey
What is your ideal number of ?

studentsinan Englishclass () guests at your birthday party ()
children ina family () rooms in a flat i )
stories for a building o) years in one job ( )
hours of sleep a day « ) days for a holiday ( )
hours at school a day 'y hours of homework a day €.

2) Compare your answers with others, and talk about the reasons.

2. Face and character

People’s appearance is thought to be a guide to their age, interests, background,
character, etc. In the last century it was commonly believed that one could recognize a
criminal by the shape of his ears!

Bring three or four photographs of people you know or know about to the class. The
pictures can be from your family, friends or anyone else, but they should be unknown to your
classmates and large enough for class use. (Projected slides would be ideal.)

Then ask your classmates to suggest as much as they can to you about the person.
Encourage them to use as many numbers as possible. Finally confirm, or reject these specu-
lations by describing the person yourself.

Research topics

Work on the following topics. Be ready to report back to the class orally.
1. How much do you know about your school? How many numbers can you use to de-
scribe your school?
‘What about the city / the country you live in?

2. Certain numbers are considered lucky, and others unlucky. Name some lucky numbers
and unlucky numbers in the Chinese culture, and talk about them.
Then try to find out about lucky and unlucky numbers in other cultures.
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3. What did Confucius (fL§) say about the following six stages in our life: 15, 30, 40, 50,
60 and 70?

Smusemendt Suwoko

“ Magic tricks

There are many examples of magic with numbers. Here is one.

How old are you?

Now please work with your neighbor, trying out a number of different ages. Are the
results amazing?

B Intelligence test

1. How old are they?

2003
.6 0. 9
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