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Off to Story-Land!

Many years ago people had no books at
all, and so the boys and girls could never
read interesting stories such as you read
today. But they knew many stories, even
if they could not read them out of books.
For in those days there were men who
went from town to town, and from country
to country, telling wonderful tales. These
tales the people would tell over and over
again to each other after the story-teller

was gone.
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This book is like one of the old story-
tellers, because its tales, too, come from
everywhere. Some of them are stories that
boys and girls have loved for many years,
and perhaps you will find one or two that
are your very best friends. Others are new
stories, and we hope you will learn to love
them, too.

And now you are ready to read the first
tales in your book, which will take you from

animal-town to kings’ castles.
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A RIDE
TO ANIMAL-TOWN

This story tells about an old rabbit who forgot
something that everyone should remember. Find
out what he forgot.

One morning Billy Beaver was riding to
Animal-town. The day was very warm. So
Johnny Fox, who was pulling the cart, walked
along slowly.

After a while Billy saw a tired old rabbit
resting by the side of the road.
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“Are you going to Animal-town?” asked
Billy Beaver. “If you are, you may hop in
behind me.”

The old rabbit hopped in, but he did not
say a word.

After Billy had gone a little way, Rabbit said
something. He said it so very soft and low
that Billy Beaver could not understand him.

“What did you say, Rabbit?” asked Billy.

“Oh, nothing.”

“Yes, you did. You said something.”

“Oh, I just said that your cart is hard to sit
on.”

“Then put your coat under you,” said Billy
Beaver.

So the tired old rabbit sat down on his

coat.
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On and on walked Johnny Fox very slowly.
Just as he was going by a green pond, the
rabbit said something again. He said it very
soft and low.

“What did you say, Rabbit?” asked Billy.

“Oh, nothing.”

“Yes, you did. I heard you.”

“Oh, I just said that your fox walks very
slowly.”

“He is doing the best he can,” said Billy
Beaver. “The sun is hot.”
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“Oh,” said the rabbit.

On they went, until they came to some
woods and a red barn. Then the tired old
rabbit said something again.

“What did you say?” asked Billy Beaver.

“Oh, nothing.”

“Yes, you did, too. I heard you.”

“Well, I just said that I could not see what is
in front of us. You are so wide.”

“I can’t help being wide,” said Billy Beaver.
“Beavers are always wide.”

“Oh,;” said the rabbit.

On they rode, past a yellow house and a big
garden. After a while they came to a bumpy
place in the road. Then the rabbit said

something again.
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“What did you say this time, Rabbit?” asked
Billy Beaver.

“Oh, nothing.”

“But I heard you say something! What did
you say?”

“Well, I just said that the road is very
bumpy here. It shakes me all around and
bumps my tail”

Then Billy Beaver called "Whoa!” He
looked around at the old rabbit.

“You had better get out,” he said.

“Out!” said the rabbit. “Why?”

“If you don't like to ride, you had better get
out and walk.”

“But I do like to ride,” said the rabbit.
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“You keep saying things,” said Billy Beaver.

“You keep saying things very soft and low.
You said that the cart is hard to sit on. You
said that the fox walks slowly. You said that
you could not see what is in front of us. And
now you say that the road is bumpy. Better
get out, Rabbit. Better get out and walk.”

The tired old rabbit’s ears went wiggle,
wiggle. He looked at Billy Beaver. Then he
got out, but he did not say a word.

“Get up, there!” said Billy Beaver to the fox.
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