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Phonology in the Twentieth Century
Preface to the Chinese Edition

The appearance of this Chinese edition of Phonology in
the Twentieth Century gives me great pleasure, as it makes
the work more accessible to an increasingly important audience
within our field. In recent years I have become aware of the
large number of extremely serious linguists in China, and of
the interesting work being done on a wide range of topics and
languages by these scholars, I hope that the availability of this
book will help to increase familiarity in China with the major
themes of Western research in the area of sound structure, and
thereby contribute to a greater mutual understanding between
the Chinese and Western linguistic communities.

It was surely very naive of me to publish a book with the
present title in 1985, since the twentieth century was far from
over at that point. In fact, the early 1980s had already seen a
considerable degree of turnover in opinions regarding basic
issues in phonology, some of which is surveyed briefly in the

final chapter of the book. Nonetheless, it was quite difficult at
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that point to envision the massive changes the field would soon
undergo.

These began innocuously enough, as sketched in chapter
13, with a shift of attention in the mid to late 1970s from the
classical concerns articulated by Chomsky & Halle (1968)
with the nature and content of rules, moving to proposals
about richer notions of phonological representation centering
on non-linear notions of phonological structure. Following the
Autosegmental proposals of Goldsmith (1976, 1979) and the
emergence of Metrical Phonology in the work of Liberman
(1975; cf. also Liberman&: Prince 1977), phonologists largely
abandoned questions of the detailed formulation of rules, their
abstractness, and similar issues for a focus on the nature of the
representations these rules manipulated. This redirection of
research effort was further accentuated by the emergence of
the program of Feature Geometry in the work of Clements
(1985), Sagey (1990) and others.

In the context of the present work, this attention to
-enhanced notions of representation did not abandon a view of
phonological structure as involving in essential ways both rules
and representations: it was simply based on the idea that
formally based explanation should rely primarily on restrictive
theories of the latter. As McCarthy (1988: 84) formulated the

point, “primary emphasis should be placed on studying



