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The History of Datong

Datong, situated in the north of Shanxi Province between the
inner and outer Great Wall, adjacent to the Yinshan mountains in
the north and the Sanggan River in the south, is an important gar-
rison city and a centre where diffrent cultures intermingled. Now
it has become one of the 24 historic and cultural cities in China.

During the Warring States period (475BC to 221BC) , Datong
was a part of the province of Yanmen of the State of Zhao, even
after the first Emperor of Qin unified the country and set up new
administrative areas, the province of Yanmen remained. In the
Han Dynasty this area was known as Pingcheng (now Datong).
During the reign of the Wei and the Jin dynasties the Toba Tartars
became strong in the north, and after having occupied most of the
north parts of the Yellow River Valley, set up Northern Wei. In
398 AD Emperor Daowu removed its capital from Shengle (now
Horinger of the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region ) to
Pingcheng.

Before Emperor Xiaowen removed the capital again to Lu-
oyang in 494 AD, Datong was the capital of Northern Wei for
over hundred years. It was during this period that the world-fa-
mous treasure-house Yungang Grottoes were carved. During the

Northern Qi Dynasty, Pingcheng’s mane was changed to Hengan



under the county of Taiping. In the Northern Zhou Dynasty the
county of Yunzhong was revived. In the Sui Dynasty its name was
changed to Yunnei. In the Tang dynasty it became Yunzhong a-
gain. During the Liao Dynasty it was named Datong. In Jin,
Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties the same name was used. As Da-
tong was the secondary capital (known as Xijing) of the Liao Dy-
nasty for about 200 years, the present well-preserved wooden ar-
chitecture Huayan Monastery and Shanhua Monastery were built
in this period. In the early Ming Dynasty, Zhugui, the 13th
prince of Zhu Yuanzhang, the first emperor of the dynasty, ruled
over Datong as a military governor. Then the Nine-Dragon Screen
used to be the screen wall before the princely palace. In Ming Dy-
nasty Datong was regarded as one of the 9 important garrison cities
of the Great Wall. And in history all the time, it was a strategic
point, In the Republic of China it was also named Datong. In
1949 Datong was liberated and since then it has become a city true
to the name. Datong, honoured with the title of a “Coal Ocean” ,
is an industrial city with coal production as its mainstay.

In order to meet the needs of tourism, and introduce the an-
cient culture of the city as well, we have compiled this guidebook

to offer the readers.
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