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Preface

An Elementary Course in Scientific Chinese, a series consisting of five books, Listening
and Speaking (Volume I and II), Reading Comprehension (Volume I and II) and Listening
Comprehension, has been tailored for foreign students coming to China to study in the various
fields within science and technology. This series can also be used by non-native Chinese
speakers for teaching or self-study.

Listening and Speaking focuses on the common phrases, grammar structures, common
functional-notional items and their expressions in the areas of science and technology. Through
focused training in listening and speaking, the students will gradually build up their abilities to
communicate effectively.

Reading Comprehension aims to improve students’ reading comprehension and increase their
reading speed.

Listening Comprehension focuses on improving students’ listening comprehension abilities.

The whole series has a vocabulary of over 3,900 words, 136 commonly used grammar items and
20 functional-notional items.

The complete course includes instruction in three categories — listening and speaking, reading
comprehension and listening comprehension. Listening and speaking is the major course

_and therefore should be employed a bit earlier than the reading comprehension and listening
comprehension parts which act as closely related supplements.

The series has the following characteristics:

1. Focuses on practicality and pertinence. The content of this course is selected from modemn
scientific language in order to meet the actual studying needs of foreign students who major
in science and engineering.



2. Through the three course books, language skills, including listening, speaking, reading and
writing, will be practised separately and the actual communicative abilities can be totally
improved.

3. The features of scientific Chinese have been captured through precise concepts, logical
statements, and clear organization. The language materials are arranged by using commonly
used scientific vocabularies, lexical structure and sentences.

4. We have attempted to combine and utilize structural, situational and functional approaches
in compiling the language materials.

An Elementary Course in Scientific Chinese forms a set with Introductory Chinese, which can
be learnt in advance. After studying the two series, students can acquire the basics of language
and communicative abilities to live, socialize and learn science and engineering in China and
will be amply prepared to further improve their Chinese.

While compiling this series, the compiler has utilized the achievements and experiences in
related fields over the past years, and has also referred to and adopted relevant materials by
authors of popular science books. We hereby extend our acknowledgement to all of them. It
is regrettable that we have lost contact with some of the authors, and as such, we hope that
they can contact us as soon as they see this series published. Please contact Mr Du Houwen at
duhouwen@yahoo.com.cn.

We welcome any criticism and suggestions from teachers and students for the revision and
betterment of this series.
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L 3. 2% (&) chénshéng to produce
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4. M7 (&)
5. &%k (&)
6. A2 (3)
7. 84 (&)

8 #m ()

9. Hl&HA (&)
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11. 4 (3h)
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13. @

ning jié
gangtong
yetl
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xi
zhiléngji
mighudj
s
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fiting yu

ice

to condense

steel cylinder

liquid

to cool

solid

thin, fine
refrigerant
fire-extinguishing agent
to drop, to scatter
man-made, artificial

to rain
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