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The experiences of Jews in Shanghai
become an unforgettable chapter in history!
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The inscription The Jews in Shanghai, Wang Daohan, former Mayor of Shanghai, wrote in Chinese for this album.
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n n 1995, The Jews in Shanghai was firstly
published and ten years later, the revised edition
of this picture album came out. Now, Eternal
Memories——The Jews in Shanghai, after be-
ing continuously revised and enriched in the past
twenty years, is presented to the readers, reflect-
ing the author and publisher’s pursuit of excel-
lence and perfection.

Twenty years ago, the history of the Jews in
Shanghai is rarely known but now it is a house-
hold story. It is through this album that many
people find and understand the history, especially
the period when Jewish refugees escaping from
holocaust sought sanctuary in Shanghai. This al-
bum has been widely acclaimed and numerously
reprinted worldwide, attracting many to pay at-
tention to the history of the Jewish community in
Shanghai. Former German Chancellor Gerhard
Schroder commends the album for its historical
significance to not only the Chinese people, but
also the German people. Excited to see his fa-

ther’s picture in the book, Israel’s former Prime

Foreword

Foreword

Minister Ehud Olmert remarks that the tradi-
tional friendship between the Jewish and Chinese
people should always be treasured. Former US
Secretary of the Treasury W. Michael Blumenthal
cannot help recalling his unforgettable days in
Shanghai while reading the album, and expresses
his wishes to further promote the Jewish-Chinese
friendship and Sino-US relationship. Former US
Secretary of the State Henry Kissinger says, when
accepting the book as a present from the Shang-
hai leaders, that it is the best gift he has ever
received in China. The late Jewish businessman
Shaul Eisenberg, who was a refugee in Shanghai
during wartime, buys hundreds of copies and
sends them as precious mementos to his relatives
and friends. Besides, some holocaust education
centers in Canada and the United States have de-
cided to adopt part of the content in the album as
their teaching material. While I visit overseas and
give lectures, many people would come to me
asking questions about the content in the album.

Quite a lot of scholars and graduate students visit



our Center for Jewish Studies Shanghai (CJSS),
doing research on the Jews in Shanghai and mak-
ing it the topic of their dissertations. Jewish sites
are must-see spots for many foreign tourists who
come to Shanghai.

At the end of 2010, “The Research on the Jewish
Refugees in China (1933-1945)” was designated
as the major project of China’s National Foun-
dation of Social Sciences. I am appointed as the
chief expert, working to promote the research on
the Jews in Shanghai, especially the research on
Jewish refugees coming to China. We interview
Jewish refugees and their descendants, record a
large number of stories and writings from Jewish
refugees, collect documents and files about them
and work every minute to its full value to com-
plete the book Jewish Refugee’s Memoirs: Their
Experience in Wartime China. We also plan to
assemble the files and compile a monograph on
Jewish refugees, laying a solid foundation for the
completion of this album.

We are glad to find that the topic of “Jews in

Shanghai” has been seen not only in academic
research, but also in public media and films, even
carrying with it sort of social political influence.
The name “Shanghai” has now become synony-
mous with “rescue”, “haven” and “Noah’s Ark”
in the annals of the Holocaust. The history of the
Jews in Shanghai and Jewish-Chinese mutual
support is a long-term hot topic in academic re-
search, commemorations and artistic creation and
a center topic of many papers, articles, novels,
films, dramas and exhibitions. That is because,
firstly, the “oriental page” of Jewish people has
great academic values in Jewish studies, sinol-
ogy, history, religious studies, ethnology, cultural
anthropology, philosophy and many other fields.
Secondly, it has important practical significance
in fighting against racism and Fascism, promot-
ing friendship among different nationalities, fa-
cilitating dialogues among various civilizations,
and safeguarding the world peace. These years,
hegemonism and power politics run rampant

worldwide. Neo-nazism, extremism and terrorism



pose a great threat. “The clash of civilizations™
theory has aroused intense controversy and some
people openly denied the crimes committed by
fascists and the victory of the World Anti-Fascist
War, which urges us to draw lessons from the his-
tory and review the topic of “the Jews in Shang-
hai”, especially the topic of “the Jewish refugees
in China”. The topic which reflects the bond be-
tween Chinese and Jewish people has played an
important role in enhancing friendship between
China and other countries. On the occasion of
celebrating the 70th anniversary of the victory of
the War of Chinese People’s Resistance against
Japanese Aggression and the World Anti-Fascist
War, the new edition of the album cannot come at
a better time

As we enter the 21st century, the chapters mark-
ing the Jewish-Chinese friendship in the history
are still brilliant, reminding us to learn lessons
from the history and work hard for a better world.
These chapters are recorded, collected and com-

piled by thousands of ordinary people from the

il 5
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witnesses’ memories and large amounts of his-
toric materials.

I hope this album promote the historic stories that
carry forward friendship and righteousness, de-
liver the beautiful values and make contribution

to a harmonious, tolerant and better world.

Pan Guang
July 27, 2015
Center for Jewish Studies Shanghai (CJSS)

at Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences
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The Formation and Development of the Jewish Community in Shanghai

hen the old Jewish community in Kaifeng on
W the bank of Yellow River was assimilated, a new
Jewish community began to emerge on the bank of
the Huangpu River in the second half of 19th century.
The mark of the formation of the latter was the rise of
the Sephardic Jewish (Baghdadi origin) merchants in
Shanghai. Soon after the British Empire opened the
door of China as a result of the Opium War, the Sassoon
family came to the city to open branches of its firms.
This led to a steady flow of clerks and their families to
Shanghai. Later, however, some of these families such
as the Hardoons and the Kadoories established their
own independent firms. Using the advantage of close
connections with their business partners in British-
ruled areas, they acquired great wealth by developing
import and export trade. Then they invested in real es-
tate, public utilities and manufacturing, and become the
most active industrial and commercial-financial group
in Shanghai. At the beginning of the 20th century, there
were 800-1000 Sephardic Jews living in Shanghai.
The second phase of the history of the Jewish com-
munity in Shanghai started around 1900 when a new,
mainly Russian, wave of Jewish immigration expanded
the community. These new arrivals, which had left
Russia because of the bloody pogroms and civil war

which resulted from revolution, were much poorer than

the Baghdadi Jews. They earned their living mainly as
small shopkeepers and managed to run restaurants, gro-
ceries, bakeries, bookstores, millinery shops and so on.
Gradually, through their bitter struggle and hard work,
most of them became rich and began to live a life,
which was considered middle class in the Jewish com-
munity.

In the middle of the 1930s, the social life of the Shang-
hai Jewish community, which numbered 5000 souls,
both Sephardic and Ashkenazi(Russian), was well orga-
nized. After Central-European Jewish refugees flowed
into Shanghai, the city saw a sudden increase of Jewish
residents. Before Pearl Harbor, Shanghai Jews amount-
ed to over thirty thousands. Soon after the end of World
War II, the population of the Jewish community began
to Odecrease when a number of refugees left Shanghai.



