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An Introduction of the Author

Wei Jinsheng, a Shanghainese, was born in September, 1936, Who
was originally the Chief Engineer and Senior Engineer of the Park
Administration Bureau of the city of Yangzhou, is now Vice-president of
the Flower and Miniature Landscape and Rockery Branch of the Chinese
Society of Landscape and Garden, Vice-president of the Jiangsu Provincial
and Yangzhou Municipal Association of Flower and Miniature Landscape.

Mr. Wei has been engaged in the study and construction of scenic
garden, flower and miniature landscape for more than forty years. He has
systematically explored the characteristics of the miniature landscape of
the Yangzhou School, developed the “cloud layer” features, and shaken off
the habit of “oral instruction by the teacher” . He has summarized eleven
techniques of pruning and tying and advocates creativity on the basis of
inheriting traditions.

In October 1979 he took charge of the exhibition of North Jiangsu
Hall of All China Miniature Landscape Art Show, with the emphasis on
the exhibition of the miniature landscape works of the Yangzhou School
and received favorable comments. In the next year he participated in the
research project of Chinese miniature landscape art, whose result affirmed
the miniature landscape of the Yangzhou School as an important sect of
Chinese miniature landscape in september 1981.

In October 1984 he directed the preparations for the setting up of
Yangzhou Garden of Miniature Landscape. In May 1986 he directed the
planning, design and construction of China Hall of the 5th International
Flower Expo held in Italy, and won a silver medal of best decoration
honour.

In order to thoroughly overhaul and further study the history of
Chinese miniature landscape he published in May, 1991 his essay A Short
History of Chinese Miniature Landscape in the journal Chinese Gardens.

Entrusted by the Chinese Association of Flower and Miniature
Landscape in December 1991, he headed the Jiangsu Delegation to
Hong Kong to take part in the 5th Flower, Bird, Creature and Fish
Show of the North District of Hong Kong, and won the championship
of miniature landscape. In May 1995, as the Secretury General of the
Chinese Delegation, he was invited to take part in the 3rd Conference
and Exhibition of Miniature Landscape and Rockery of the Pacific-
Asian Areas held in Singapore, in which he delivered the first speech The
History, Schools and the Artistic Appreciation Conception of Chinese
Miniature Landscape. In October 1997 he held the post of the Executive
Vice-chairman of the 4th Conference and Exhibition of Miniature
Landscape and Rockery of the Pacific-Asian Areas and presided over the
exhibition and seminar of miniature landscape, and acted as a member of
Assessment Committee. In May 1999 he was invited to be an expert of



the professional assessment group of the 1999 Kunming World Gardening
Expo, and directed the appraisal of miniature landscape works. In addition,

he was invited respectively to be the leader of the miniature landscape -

assessment group of the 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th China International Garden
and Flower Expo, and directed the assesment and comparison of the
miniature landscape works. On behalf of the Flower, Miniature Landscape
and Rockery Branch of the Chinese Society of Lanscape and Garden, he,
together with the host cities, took charge of the 3rd, 4th and 5th Chinese
Miniature Landscape Assessment Show and the 6th Chinese Miniature
Landscape Show, in which he was the chief member of the assessment
group.

In May 2001 the City Construction Department of Chinese
Construction Ministry and the Chinese Society of Landscape and Garden
awarded an“Outstanding Contribution Prize”to Mr. Wei Jinsheng in
praise of his prominent contributions to the development of Chinese
miniature landscape. In February 2003, he, as the Deputy Chief of the
Chinese Delegation, was invited to the 7th Pacific-Asian Areas Miniature
Landscape and Rockery Conference and Exhibition held in Philippines, and
was in charge of the declaration. By their efforts during the Conference,
the 8th Pacific-Asian Areas Miniature Landscape and Rockery Conference
and Exhibition would be held in Beijing, China.

Mr. Wei has compiled books, such as A Grand view of the Art of
Chinese Miniature Landscape(1998), Fine Works of Contemporary
Chinese Miniature Landscape(2001), Chinese Miniature Landscape
Schools Series(2004). His writings include Wei Jinsheng on the Art of
Chinese Miniature Landscape, Miniature Landscape of the Yangzhou
School, China(2004). His essays include On the Classification of Chinese
Miniature Landscapes, On the Exhibiting Skills of the Miniature Landscape
Show, On the Management and Commodity Production of Miniature
Landscapes, etc.
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Preface

The miniature landscape garden is a place for the collection,
production and long-term exhibition of miniature landscape pieces. Some of
the collected articles in the famous gardens could represent the levels of the
local, even national miniature landscape art and planting skills in China.

Miniature landscape articles have, for a long time, been collected
among the people and exhibited in the halls and gardens of high officials
and noble lords only for the appreciation of the few. After the founding of
the People’s Republic of China, public parks and gardens have been built
up continuously in various parts of China, while some private gardens also
open their doors to the public. For the purpose of enriching the exhibits and
activities in the park, the establishment of specialized miniature landscape
garden within the park became a fashion in China, especially in cities
of better basis, where famed miniature landscape articles were collected
from among the people. A lot of new pieces were worked out with great
elaboration. Thus the miniature landscape gardens expanded constantly
while their artistic levels were raised day by day. The spectacular collections
of Liuhua West Garden of Guangzhou, the Miniature Landscape Garden
of Yangzhou, the Scene Collection Garden of Hangzhou Flower Nursery,
the Miniature Landscape Garden of Shanghai Botanical Garden, the Du
Fu Thatched Cottage Bonsai Garden of Chengdu, the Mountain Villa of
the Tiger Hill Park of Suzhou, the Nantong Miniaure Landscape Garden,
etc., enjoyed fame at home and abroad. Especially in 1979 the Ministry
of Construction of the People’s Republic of China held the 1st All China
Miniature Landscape Art Show in Beijing with the miniature landscape
artists from all parts of China gathering in the capital where they exchanged
views on arts and skills and swapping experiences, launching a new upsurge
in the development of the cause of Chinese miniature landscape, say,
miniature landscape gardens were set up in Beijing Botanical Garden and
Tianjin Water Park, both of which are the northern cities in China.

With the development of production and exportation of miniature
landscapes, gardens of miniature landscape were built in the Red Park
of Yangzhou and the Fangcun Art Garden of Guangzhou in which they
manufactured and collected miniature landscape works. In recent years,
with the increasing intensity of reform and opening up and the vigorous
development of private economy, a number of entrepreneurs with powerful
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financial capacities have searched for famed articles of miniature landscape
everywhere, and set up gardens to collect and create miniature landscape
works. Thanks to its flexible system, private economy has been progressing
quite quickly, like a new force suddenly coming to the fore, and has become
a new emerging force of the development of Chinese miniature landscape,
thus enabling the daily increase of China’s miniature landscape gardens.

In 2003 Mr. Su Yiji, a famous miniature landscape and ancient pot
collector of Taiwan, China, accompanied the leaders of the World Friendship
League of Miniature Landscape, the International Miniature Landscape
Association and the European Miniature Landscape Association to visit
China, when the collections in the Chinese miniature landscape gardens
greatly widened their horizon. In April 2004, the head of the U. S. National
Arboretum visited Yangzhou and Shanghai where he was deeply impressed
by the miniature landscape gardens of both cities. When in May 2004, I met
the head of the Arboretum, who had a profound love for Chinese culture, he
once again expressed his great admiration for Chinese miniature landscape.

Looking all around the miniature landscape gardens in various
countries of the world, in spite of the fact that the development of miniature
landscape only has a short history in European and American countries, the
U. S. National Arboetum, New York, Brooklyn Boland Botanical Garden,
Los Angeles Arboretum Dayton Hanting, and Montreal Botanical Garden,
etc., all possess rich collections of miniature landscape works. Take the U. S.
National Arboretum and Montreal Botanical Garden of Canada for example,
they not only own quite a number of Chinese and Japanese miniature
landscape works but also own a great number of their native miniature
landscape works with certain features created by Americans and Canadians.
There are also private miniature landscape gardens of high level in Europe,
New Zealand and Australia. In Japan, apart from the rich collections of
miniature landscape works in its Imperial Palace, there are over 500 private
miniature landscape gardens. What’s more, the Japanese High Official
Bonsai Village is well-known in the world. The fine miniature landscape
articles in those gardens are enjoying great care and represent the highest
level of the contemporary miniature landscape in the world.

Chinese miniature landscape has developed into a new era. The
collected articles in China’s miniature landscape gardens reflect the genuine
level of the present Chinese miniature landscape. With a great deal of
thoughts and energies, Mr. Wei Jinsheng sorted out the collections in the
famous miniature landscape gardens in China, and compiled and published
Collected Articles of Well-known Chinese Miniature Landscape Gardens,
enabling us to appreciate at home the graceful bearing of the masterpieces
in the well-known Chinese miniature landscape gardens. In the book he
presents the collections, with emphasis on those collected and stored in
the thirty-four famous miniature landscape gardens, including twenty-two
state-owned ones and twelve private-owned ones, which will play an active
part and possess far-reaching significance in the publicity and enhancement
of the art of Chinese miniature landscape, and in the promotion of prosperity
of it. This book will be warmly received by the miniature landscape
professionals and amateurs both in China and in the world.

—Hu Yunhua
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Foreword

Originated in China, miniature landscape is an art in which trees and
rockeries are cultivated artistically and elaborately to reproduce the spirit
of the nature in an essential and typical way. It is praised as *“a silent poem,
a solid painting”. It’s a poem, yet its poetic quality is contained in hills
and ravines, woods and springs;it’s a painting, yet it has vibrating life and
changes with the seasons. Such a three-dimensional work of art consisting
of tree, rockery, pot, tray and stand comes from nature but rises above it.
Miniature landscape, elaborately cultivated by artists through the ages has
become a gem in the artistic treasure house of China, which enjoys great
fame in the world for its distinct Chinese characteristics and artistic style
of classic elegance.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, in order to
promote the development of the art of miniature landscape, various local
governments in China have built respectively the Niniature Landscape
Garden in the Humble Administrator’s Garden of Suzhou(1954), Liuhua
West Garden of Guangzhou(1956), the Scene Collection Garden of
Hangzhou Flower Nursery(1958), Wenzhou Miniature Landscape
Garden(1958), Yangzhou Red Garden(1958), Taizhou Miniature Landscape
Garden(1958), Du Fu Thatched Cottage Bonsai Garden of Chengdu(1963),
so on so forth. After the 3rd Plenary Session of the 11th Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China, the art of Chinese miniature landscape
shone brilliantly just like a pearl out of water. To further develop the art of
Chinese miniature landscape and carry forward the traditions, and blaze a
new trail on the basis of the traditions, the Miniature Landscape Garden of
Shanghai Botanical Garden(1978), Wanjing Villa of the Tiger Hill Park of
Suzhou(1982), the Miniature Landscape Garden of Chengdu Flower Pond
Park(1983), Xuzhou Fruit Tree Miniature Landscape Art Garden(1988),
Guanshang Park of Kunming(1989), Tianjin Miniature Landscape
Garden(1991), the Miniature Landscape Garden of Beijing Botanical
Garden(1995), Shenzhen Miniature Landscape World(1997), the Miniature
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Landscape Garden of Kunming World Gardening Expo(1999), Chinese
Countryside Miniature Lanscape Museum of Jiangyin(1999), Jingjiang
Miniature Landscape Garden(2000), Nantong Miniature Landscape
Garden(2000), Chengdu Temple Bonsai Garden(2001), Longchuan
Miniature Landscape Garden of Jiangdu(2003), etc., were set up one by
one.

In the specialized miniature landscape gardens mentioned above, on
entering a new historic period, a large number of talented persons were
employed, including Kong Taichu and Sulun(masters of Chinese miniature
landscape art)of Liuhua West Garden of Guangzhou, Wan Jintang(master
of Chinese miniature landscape art)of Yangzhou Miniature Landscape
Garden, Wang Shoushan(master of Chinese miniature landscape art) of
Taizhou Miniature Landscape Garden, Li Zhongyu(master of Chinese
miniature landscape art)of Du Fu Thatched Cottage Bonsai Garden of
Chengdu, Zhu Zi’an(master of Chinese miniatue landscape art) of Wanjing
Villa of the Tiger Hill Park of Suzhou, Yin Ziming(master of Chinese
miniature landscape art)of the Miniature Landscape Garden of Shanghai
Botanical Garden, Pan Zhonglian(master of Chinese miniature landscape
art)of the scene Collection Garden of Hangzhou Flowere Nursery, and Hu
Leguo(master of Chinese miniature landscape art)of Wenzhou Miniature
Landscape Garden, etc. At the same time they trained and brought forth a
lot of talented people and key members for the cause of Chinese miniature
landscape, such as ZhuYongyuan(master of Chinese miniature landscape
art)of Wanjing Villa of the Tiger Hill Park of Suzhou, Hu Ronggin, Shao
Haizhong and Wang Yiding(masters of Chinese miniature landscape art)
of the Miniature Landscape Garden of Shanghai Botanical Garden, Zhao
Qingquan and Lin Fengshu(masters of Chinese miniature landscape art)
of Yangzhou Red Garden, and Shen Dingwu(master of Chinese miniature
landscape art)of Jingjiang Miniature Landscape Garden, and so forth.
They collected and took good care of the ancient miniature landscape
works handed down from China’s Ming Dynasty(1368 —1644)or Qing
Dynasty(1616—1911), like potted Chinese juniper Ancient Juniper of
Late Ming Dynasty, Remaining Grace of Late Ming Dynasty, Remaining
Melody of Late Ming Dynasty, and the potted poplar Riding the Clouds
and Floating Clouds, etc., collected and stored in Yangzhou Miniature
Landscape Garden;potted Chinese juniper Pine of Six Dynsties, Orioles
Floating Out of the cave, Vigorous Spirit, A Standing Crane with a Glossy
Ganoderma in Its Beak and Coiling Dragon and Sword Peak collected and
stored in Taizhou Miniature Landscape Garden;potted cypress Remaining
Melody of Qin and Han Dynasties, Four Magnificent Old Companions and
Poetic Beauty of Hengshan Mountain, potted elm A Crowned Monkey, and
potted rose Splendid Colours and Magnificence etc., collected and stored
in Wanjing Villa of the Tiger Hill Park, Suzhou;potted pine Magnificent



Palace, A Dragon Running through the Clouds, Dragons Rising and Tigers
Leaping, A Big Bird Flying up, and A Dragon Craning into the Clouds,
etc., collected and stored in Nantong Miniature Landscape Garden.

Masterpieces were also created, and won prizes frequently, such
as potted popular Exquisite Clouds by Yangzhou Miniature Landscape
Garden;potted popular Good Luck by Taizhou Miniature Landscape
Garden; potted plum Coiling Dragon and Crouching Tiger by Wanjing
Villa of the Tiger Hill Park of Suzhou;potted Osaka pine Ushering-
in Pine by Nantong Miniature Landscape Garden;potted Osaka pine
Vigorous Ushering-in Pine and Caressing the Cloud and Lifting the Sun,
potted pine A Vigorous Dragon Craning into the Sea, Memorable Years
and Pine Melody, etc., by the Miniature Landscape Garden of Shanghai;
Botanical Garden;potted pine Painter Liu Songnian’s Mood, Watching the
Valley, Upright Pines, and potted cypress Character of Mount Tai, etc.,
by the Scene Collection Garden of Hangzhou Flower Nursery;potted pine
Toward the End of the World, Pine and Rockery, Awe-inspiring Bearing,
potted cypress Unyielding Integrity, and Fierce Wind, etc., by Wenzhou
Miniature Landscape Garden;potted plum Spring and Spring, Three Old
Men Gathering at Xiyuan, potted Jiulixiang Fragrance Floating Around,
Spring Spirit in the Green, and potted elm Love between the Tree and
Rockery, etc., by Liuhua West Garden of Guangzhou;Watered miniature
landscape Old Trees by the Clear Pond, Eight Horses, Horse Drinking,
Deep in the woods, and the Picturesque Willow Village, etc., by Yangzhou
Red Garden;trayed landscape Memorable Years, Hawk-nosed Cliff, Hills
with Rosy Clouds, Snow Melting & River Overflowing, and Great River
Flowing East, etc., by Jingjiang Miniature Landscape;trayed landscape
Sleepless Night, Sword Trying Rock; Desolate Mountain after the Rain,
Cicadas Shrilling, Trees Quieting, and potted June Snow Standing Stern
between the Mountain and Rive, etc., by Du Fu Thatched Cottage Park of
Chengdu;Potted Gold Pellet Depending on Each other, trayed landscape
High Mountains and Flowing Rivers, Quiet Shadow in Autumn Water,
Families of the Three Gorges, watered bonsai The Clear Stream Sings
Alone, etc., by the Miniature Landscape Garden of the Flower Pond Park,
Chengdu;inkstone-styled bonsai Green Spring River Flowing Around,
Floating-clouded Mountains, Painter Zhen Xie's Mood, Tediousness
Deleted and Thinness Remained, Heaven Forest and Clear Sound, potted
elm Re-describing Mount Huashan, etc., which have all made significant
contributions to the development of Chinese miniature landscape.

For the past ten years the number of miniature landscape amateurs
have increased rapidly. Bonsai-infatuated enterprisers have taken an
active part in the work or built private miniature landscape gardens in
which they collected and created fine works and won prizes time and
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again, such as Wujing Garden(1982)set up by Cheng Wu of Yangzhou, the
Content Garden(1993)set up by Bao Shiqi of Hangzhou, the Tianwaitian
Bonsai World(1994)set up by Xie Keying of Zhanjiang, Shengdong
Miniature Landscape Garden(1996)set up by Lai Shengdong of Chengdu,
Liangyuan Garden(2000)set up by Liang Jingshan of Taizhou, the
Fangcun Art Garden(2000)set up by Huang Tiale of Guangzhou, Yiyuan
garden(2000) set up by Hu Shixuan, the Baos Garden(2001)set up by
Li Jian of Huangshan City, Liu Chuan-gang Art Center of Miniature
Landscape(2001)set up by Liu Chuangang of Haikou, Yiying Park—
Home of Lingnan Bonsai(2001) set up by Liu Zhongming of Guangdong,
Shengshida Miniature Landscape Garden(2001)set up by Xing Changbao
of Changzhou, and Yiyuan Garden(2003)set up by Xie Jishu of Quanzhou,
etc., which have all become the new emerging forces in the promotion of
Chinese miniature landscape.

For the purpose of displaying all the famous miniature landscape
gardens, private gardens included, and their collections of China’s Ming
and Qing Dynaties(1368—1911)and other fine works of bonsai, we have
compiled the book Collected Articles of Well-Known Cninese Miniature
Landscape Garden to be placed on file, for reference and studies. After its
publication, it is hoped that, it will be well received and appreciated and
collected by the miniature landscape circles both in China and in the world.

Wei Jinsheng
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