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Unit One Language

Language

Part I Listening and Speaking
4 Diaiogue 1

Sue:
Ray:
Sue:
Ray:
Sue:

Ray:

Sue:

Ray:

What Foreign Language Do You Learn?

What language do you speak?

Well, my native language is English, but I grew up speaking French as well.

Why is that?

I went to a bilingual kindergarten. Most of my classes were in French.

Can you speak any other languages?

I’m studying Chinese right now, and when I lived in Japan, I learned how to speak
Japanese.

So, let me get this straight. You speak English, French, Japanese, and Chinese. I’m very
impressed. It must be difficult to remember all the different words and grammar rules.
It’s not that hard, actually. I just have to keep practicing. If I don’t speak French for a few

months, it takes me a while to get the words out.
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Dialogue 2

How Can I Improve My Speaking Skills?

Lucy:  How can I improve my speaking skills?
Rich: Well, you need to figure out what you are interested in and then find out a way to use that
while practicing your English.
Lucy: I don’t get it. Like what?
Rich: Well, if you are interested in music, for example, you could join a band, listen to CDs,
watch music videos, or make some friends who like the same kind of music as you.
Lucy:  Butall my friends are Chinese.
Rich: You can either speak to them in English or find other foreigners who speak English.
Lucy:  Butit’s so hard to make foreign friends.
Rich: You can chat online, find a language exchange partner, or speak English to your classmate.
New Words and Expressions
| native I /'neitiv/ J_ adj. ALy ; A BT B
bilingual /bai'lingwal/ adj. REEANE T T
kindergarten | /kindsga:tn/ | n. LA L&
7 striaighti 7 /streit/ ' adj. HH; ##ﬁ%é’d
impress fimpres/ v BTG, e REh !
' remember /ri'memba/ V. | icfd, Bk Nl 7‘
grammar /'greema/ ; T n | Ek : - 1
a;mally ] /'izktfusli) | adv. bR b, Bk o |
e e | Emws 0
 figure rigs/ v s
band | fband/ R ’ R
' foreigner rporin/ | on ShiE A T
Lghat Itfet/ i IR, WK %
~ online ["anlain/ n. BHL, fEZ
| exchange | fikstfeindy | v EETE ;
~ partner. I /'B(}:tni/“ n | kit afEE |
grow up s KR -
7 R Y J
. right now B, Bk
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Unit One Language

Speaking Activity

keep doing RER

figure out Hih, i8S

be interested in LR RS

make %l;i_énds ! MR, WA

either... or... e (HTHEE—)

Work in pairs and make conversations with the given situation.

Situation: Lucy and you are classmates. Lucy wants to improve her reading skills. Now Lucy and you

are talking about the way of improving reading skills.

Tips:

Lucy you
What’s the easiest way to improve reading ...figure out your interest...
skills?
How do you read English originals? I find ...expand your vocabulary...

it’s quite difficult to understand.

What do you mean?

How do you improve your reading ability?

I feel difficult to read fast.

It’s hard to find foreign reading materials.

What do you usually do?

...expand your knowledge about English

speaking countries. ..

...try to understand English history...
...understand western cultures...

...learn some idioms by heart ...
...improve your reading speed...

...keep practicing...

...read English magazines, newspapers

and novels published in China...
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Part II Reading

Passaée A

Pre-reading Questions

1. How many countries you know in the world speak English as their first language?

2. How about the English-learning situation in your area? p

English around the World

English is a language spoken all around the world. There are more than 42 countries where
the majority of the people speak English. Most native speakers of English are found in the United
Kingdom, the United States of America, Canada, Australia, South Africa, Ireland and New Zealand.
In total, for more than 375 million people, English is their mother tongue. An equal number of people

learn English as a second language. These people will perhaps —

speak the language of their own country at home with their family,
but the language of the government, schools, newspapers and
TV is English. This situation is found in countries such as India,
Pakistan, Nigeria and the Philippines.

However, the number of people who learn English as a foreign
language is more than 750 million. Everywhere in the world,
children go to school to learn English. Most people learn English
for five or six years at high school. In China, students learn English at school as a foreign language,
except for those in Hong Kong, where many people speak English as a first or a second language.

In only fifty years, English has developed into the language most widely spoken and used in the
world. English is the working language of most international organizations, international trade and
tourism. Businessmen and tourists often come to China without being able to speak Chinese. Chinese
businessmen, taxi drivers and students talk with them in English. English is also the language of
global culture, such as popular music and the Internet. You can listen to English songs on the radio or
use English to communicate with people around the world through the Internet. With so many people
communicating in English every day, it will become more and more important and useful to have a

good knowledge of English.

4 | BASIC ENGLISH



Unit One Language

New Words and Expressions

majority /ma'd3oriti/ n. KEH, 2H

total ['tautl/ n.& adj. SHG 2 B 23

million /'miljan/ n. BA

tongue /tay/ n. ks B9

equal Mikwal/ adj. &, MR

situation / sitju'eifon/ n. 1Eo; B

foreign /forin/ adj. AhERY; SM3EEY

develop /di'velap/ V. RIR; R

widely /waidli/ adbv. JoARH; FEREHY

trade /treid/ n. XE, X5, 05

tourism /'tuarizom/ n. M ; kAl

tourist [tuarist/ n. WBE, WEE

businessman /bizinismen/ n. WA

global /'gloubal/ adj. 2R ; 2B/

popular I'popjule/ adj. AT KARE; SR
" Internet /inta:net/ n. BEAER, T EALEEM

communicate /ka'mju:nikeit/ V. AW B

knowledge olidz/ n. ZiR; FmR

all around the world AR, 23

in total B3t B

except for BR T o= LASD

communicate with ik

have a knowledge of Hoffsusers AT

Proper Names

the United Kingdom /83 ju'naitid 'kindom/ FHE

the United States of America /83 ju'naitid steits av o'merika/ EFREAE

Canada /kzenada/ &R

Ireland ["aislond/ FIRZ

New Zealand /nju: ‘zi:lond/ e

India /indja/ EpRE

Pakistan / pazkis'ta:n/ ELEIE

Nigeria /mai'd3ziario/ Jé HFIE

the Philippines /5. “filipi:nz/ E [ v
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Reading Comprehension

1 Answer the following questions with the information you got from the passage.

1. How many people regard English as their mother language ?

2. In what countries can you find the majority native speakers of English?

3. How many people are learning English in the world?

4. Can foreigners who don’t know Chinese communicate with Chinese people when
they come to China? Why?

5.  Why must we learn English well?

2 Complete the following statements with the information you got from the passage.

1. The main purpose of this passage is to
A) give an introduction to English in general
B) explain the long history of English
C) introduce the wide use of English

D) provide some methods for English learners

2. Those who speak English as a second language will
A) speak English at home
B) speak English with their family members
. C) speak English at school
D) regard English as their mother language

3. This passage tells us that
A) Chinese students learn English at school as a second language
B) students in Hong Kong learn English as a foreign language
C) Chinese students learn English as a foreign language
D) Hong Kong students need to learn English

4. People who don’t know Chinese come to China
A) have to know Chinese
B) need an interpreter ( &%)
C) don’t need to know Chinese
D) need a dictionary

5. It can be inferred that .
A) people all over the world speak English
B) most Chinese people can communicate with English speakers
C) people who come to China should know Chinese and Chinese culture

D) it’s important to have a good command of one’s mother language

6 | BASIC ENGLISH



Unit One Language

Language Use

3 Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Change the form where necessary.

1. Ihave her name on the tip of my

2. The Greeks built a civilization and of their own.

3. They lead to really close relationships because people express themselves more
freely and are more open and honest on the

4. After several years’ self-study, he acquired a great deal of about how to
operate and repair that kind of machine.

5. He says his country wants to its traditional friendship with China.

4 Complete the following sentences with the phrases or expressions given below.

Change the form where necessary.

1. They ask for money to help poor children

2. The seven books you have just bought will cost you $ 7.50

3. a few fine days, the summer has been wet.

4. The majority of the students in China learn English. It is very important for us to
English.

5. In China, many students at school English a foreign

language.

5 Choose the best one to replace the italicized parts in the following sentences.

1. Thave just left school, but have a good knowledge of English.
A) command B) culture
C) question D) answer
2. How will you communicate with the people there after you move to the U. S. A.?
A) connect with B) complete with
C) contact with D) cooperate with
3. Besides Chinese, my mother language, 1 can also speak English and French.
A) working language B) international language
C) native language D) foreign language

BASIC ENGLISH |7
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4.

Translation

That is an annual meeting of global business and political leaders.

A) international B) national

C) abroad D) foreign

Many women are not satisfied with the current situation.
A) station B) condition

C) status D) standard

6 Translate the following sentences into English.

1,

AT

XEAHH AL EKEBE. (all around the world)
BHCHAZUESU T HEMHEYDNE. (in total)

WX EERRLE, REAJLAHEHRE. (except for)

BATAHBEE SR LK HHIX ) A# . (communicate with)
REH P EFEEZRE. FRIGENRIOREZIEFEZER . (havea
good knowledge of)

7 Translate the following sentences into Chinese.

1.

In total, for more than 375 million people, English is their mother tongue. An equal
number of people learn English as a second language.

English is the working language of most international organizations, international
trade and tourism.

You can listen to English songs on the radio or use English to communicate with
people around the world through the Internet.

English is also the language of global culture, such as popular music and the Internet.
With so many people communicating in English every day, it will become more and

more important to have a good knowledge of English.

Word building

JERF RG] ~ful, -less

ST B3 AT L@ S AU ARERE B BT ] . e B R SR A R . A
T H4 B AR T . AT A E R Sul, -lesso KW G BUINAE 4 17 2 Ji5 #d
i Z2a5E
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Unit One Languagé

thought —thoughtful IR ; ISR
Cful | FKT, BT beauty — beautiful o, X
= ; 1 cheer — cheerful PUREY, fartRid
| ) thought — thoughtless | JEEAEAY; HiZH
- B,
s B B cheer — cheerless AVrtrit); BAHREY

8 Study the following words. Then use them correctly in the sentences below.

Verbs( Zlji] ) Nouns (#in])  Adjectives (JBEZH])  Adverbs (fillid])
1 careful carefully
p— — rclees carele:s l; I
useful
use use
useless

4 . meaningful
l mean meaning
| | | mssinglens

care (».) care (n.) careful carefully careless carelessly
1. Idon’t whether I understand it or not.
2. This delicate glass must be treated with
3. Your suggestion shall be considered.
4. There would be an accident if you drive like this.
5. You should be more with your money.
6. He was dismissed ( J}4 ) from the service for his behaviors.

use (».) use(n.) useful useless
1. Ifyoucan a word correctly and effectively, you comprehend it.
2. We should make a better of the knowledge we have.
3. Needless to say, learning without thinking is
4. She is economical ( 5] ) in her of salt when cooking.
5. This reference book ( Z% 1} ) is very to our study.

mean meaning meaningful meaningless
1. Do you see what I ?
2. The movie we saw has a ending.
3. He says his life has lost since his wife died.
4. The answer is unless you discover it by yourself.
5. Can you explain the of these foreign words?

BASIC ENGLISH |9
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Structure

9 Study the models given below and rewrite each of the following sentences by using
“as” with the meaning of “ {{A ” in Chinese.

Model: The ring was important to her. It is a symbol of their love.

The ring was important to her as a symbol of their love.

1. The cat uses that box. The box is its bed.
She waved her handkerchief from the train window. It is a good-bye.
The gypsy (7 3EN) earned her money. She was a fortune-teller (FLAvfIA) .

The piece of oilcloth is used. It is a covering for a table.

Lo SR

She raised her finger to her lips. It is a sign for silence.

10 Study the model sentences below and choose the appropriate one to complete the
sentences. Pay attention to the differences between the two expressions “except”
and “except for”.

Model: The office is open every day except Sundays.

Your writing is good except for a few grammar mistakes.

1. You can have any of the cakes this one.

2. She looked for her exercise book everywhere here.

3. The classroom is silent the busy scratching of pens on paper.
4. She doesn’t do anything eat and watch TV.

5. one minor incident, he seemed to be in excellent health.

Writing

11 Write a short passage in about 80 words with the help of the tips below.

Why do I Learn English?

1. What roles do English language play in your daily life?
Why do your friends learn English?
What do you want to do with English?

AW

What is the advantage of learning English?
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Unit One Language

Passage B

Pre-reading Questions

1. Have you ever realized the differences between American English and British English?
2. Can you give some words that can show the differences between American English and "
British English?

American English and British English

Many students want to know about the
differences between American English and British
English. How did these differences come about?
There is no quick answer to this question. At first
the language in Britain and America was the same.
In 1776 America became an independent country.
After that, the language slowly began to change.
For a long time the language in America stayed the

same, while the language in England changed. For
example, 300 years ago the English say “fall”. Today, most British people say “autumn”, but Americans
still say “fall”. In the same way Americans still use the expressfon “I guess” (mean “I think™), just as
the British did 300 years ago. At the same time, British English and American English started to borrow
words from other languages, and ended up with different words. For example, the British took “typhoon”
from Chinese, while the Americans took “tornado” from Spanish.

In 1828 Noah Webster published the first American dictionary. He wanted to make American
English different from British, so he changed the spelling of many words. That’s why the word “colour”,
“centre” and “traveller” are spelt “color”, “center” and “traveler” in American English. Except for these
differences in spelling, written English is more or less the same in both British and American English.

The differences are greater in the spoken language. For example, Americans say “dance” /dzns/,
and in southern England they say /da:ns/. In America they pronounce “not” /nat/; in southern England
they usually say /not/. However most of the time people from the two countries do not have any

difficulty in understanding each other.
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