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My Walk in the Fields

I started my career as an “educated youth”. Devoting
the best part of my life to international agricultural
cooperation, and having traveled around the world dozens
of times, I have worked for the integration of Chinese
agriculture into the world for nearly 30 years. I chose the
title of my book from the name of a famous Chinese song,
“Walking in the Fields”, because it can best reflect the
nature of my work and my traveler identity.

Spring blossom and autumn fruits, but I always prefer
autumn, since the latter is a harvest season, also a time
to take stock of one’s life. At a time of a dramatic turn
in my career as I near the autumn of my life, I want to
put together my thoughts, reflections and my doings as a
summary of what I had learnt, thought and done during my
days of working in the Ministry of Agriculture, just Tike
autumn Teaves falling on to the ground, nourishing the
soil.

This book consists of 4 parts. The first part collects
my observations and reflections after various theoretical
study sessions, a common practice in Chinese government
agencies. I have added in these musings a literary
and cultural touch, which, T guess, is my usual way of
thinking and expressing myself. The second part offers
my thoughts on agricultural economy and management.
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“On Agribusiness and Reform of the Government Macro—
management System”, a result of many years of practice
and thinking, still applies today. I am convinced that
only a reform and transformation of the economic system
can bring fundamental change to the mode of economic
growth. “Potato and Sweet Potato Production, Research
and Prospects in China” seems to oddly foreshadow my
current job. The third part of the book presents a brief
summary of my work. My thinking on coordinating domestic
and international situations is the theoretical basis for
my conviction that Chinese agriculture should go global.
“Rethinking Foreign—aid Agricultural Projects” and “Turn
Crises into Opportunities for a Common Future” represent
my call for further opening up of the country, improvement
of its systems and institutions, and a higher level of
international agricultural cooperation and exchange.
The last part is a selection of the papers I wrote while
studying and working abroad.

As the seasons rotate, I am also longing for a new
spring to come because it can bring something brand new
for us. Building CIP—China Center for Asia and Pacific
(CCCAP) 1is more than a mere job, but also an expectation
the International Potato Center (CIP) put on me, and
furthermore, an important mission entrusted to me by the
Chinese Ministry of Agriculture. Therefore, I will spare no
effort in accomplishing this unprecedented task, making
new contribution to China’s international agricultural
exchange and cooperation, the enhancing of food security
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in China, the Asia and Pacific region and even the world
at large. I will strive for another spring of burgeoning
vitality in my career and enable myself to walk farther and
better in the fields.

Lu Xiaoping
Deputy Director—General of International Potato Center
Director of CIP-China Center for Asia and Pacific
March 3, 2013, Lima, Peru
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