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1 Learning a Language

In schools all over the world boys and girls are -
learning foreign languages. Many grown-ups are doing
so in their spare time. Everybody knows his own lan-
guage, but to know another is very useful.

Which is the best way to learn a language? We
should remember that we all learnt our own language
well when we were children. If we could learn a second
language in the same way, it would not seem so diffi-
cult. Think of what asmall child does. It listens to what
people say and it tries to imitate what it heard. When it
wants something, it has to ask for it. It is using the
language. It is talking in it and thinking in it all the
time. If people had to use a second language all the time,
they would learn it quick'ly. ;

It is important to remember, also, that we learn our
own language by hearing people speak it, not by seeing
what they write. We imitate what we hear. In school,
though you learn to read and write as well as to hear
and speak, it is best to learn all new words through the
ear. Of course, you must learn to read them, spell them,
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and write them, too.

There is no easy way to success in language learn-
ing. A good memory is a great help, but it is not enough
only to memorize rules from a grammar book. It is not
much use learning by heart long lists of words and their
meanings, studying the dictionary and so on. We must
learn by using the language. If we are satisfied with a
few rules we have memorized, we are not really learn-
ing the language.“Learn through pracﬁce”is a piéce of
good advice for those who are learning a new language.
Practice is important. We must practise speaking and
writing the language as much as we can. We learn to
swim by getting into the water and swimming. And we
learn to speak English by speaking it and not by being
told about it.

(Approximately 345 words)

Comprehension Exercise

-In the brackets before each sentence, write a tick(V)if
the sentence is true according to the passage, and
write a cross (X) if it is false:

( ) 1. Only schoolchildren are learning foreign lan-
guages.



) .95
10,

. Knowing another language besides one’s own

is very useful. ;
People know their own language well only
after they have grown up. 3

. It would be easy if we could learn a second

language in the same way as we learned the
first one.

. A small child learns to speak by listening

and imitating.
You will learn a second language quickly if
you use it all the time.

. It is enough for a student to learn the new

words through the ear. There is no néed to
read and write them.

. “A good memory is everything” is a piece of

good advice for language learning.

It is not much use studying the dictionary.
We must learn to speak English by speaking
it. ‘



2 - George's Little Joke

; “It’s not a very useful book,” I said, handing the
conversation book back to George ([d32:d3]). “It’s not a
book that I would recommend to any foreigner visiting
England.”

George said:“My-idea is to see what would happen
if people used this book.”

“How about going to London and spend an hour or
two shopping with the help of this book. I want a hat
and a pair of boots.” y

When we arrived in London, we began George'’s
experiment at once. We stopped at a shoe shop. Boxes
of shoes were piled in front of its gate. Hats hung round
its doors and windows. Inside, the shop was a forest of
ha@s and shoes. George carefully chose a sentence frem
the book. He said: “Good morning, I have been recom-
mended to your shop by Mr X.”

The shopkeeper did not even turn round. He said:
“Don’t know him; never heard of him.” George gave up
Mr X and took a sentence at random. It was “I have
been told that vou sell shoes here.”

. 4 -



For the first time the man looked ‘at us. He spoke
slowly, in a thick voice. “What d’you think I keep shoes
for——to smell them?” He was one of thpse men that
began quietly and grew more angry as they went on.
“What d’you think I'm running this shop for——my
health? What d’you think these shoes are ——a histori-
cal collection? Did you ever hear of a man keeping a
shoe shop and not selling shoes? What d’you take me for
——a complete idiot?”

I must admit that George now chose the very best
sentence in the book. He said:“I shall come again, when,
perhaps, you have more shoes to show me. Goodbye for
the present.”

With that, we went out, leaving the man standing in
the doorway shouting at us. What he said I did not hear,
_but the passers-by appeared to find it interesting.

(Approximately 320 words)

Comprehension Exercise

Put the letter for the word, phrase or clause that best
finishes each of the sentences below in its blank
space:

1. The writer and his friend George went to London to
il
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. watch a football match
do some shopping

visit a museum

Oow»

see a play

The shop they went to was
A. a shoe shop

B. a chemist’s shop

C. a flower shop

D. a clothing shop

They entered the shop with

A. a dictionary B. a conversation book
C. a guide book "D. a grammar book
The writer wanted »

A. a shirt i

B. a cap and a pair of shoes

C. a pair of trousers

D. a hat and a pair of boots

When George said that Mr X had recommended
them to the shop, the shopkeeper’s reply
was ;

A. Mr X was a friend of his

B. he had heard of Mr X
C
D

. he didn’t know Mr X
. he knew Mr X

6 -



6. The second sentence George said was
A. “May I have a look at this hat?”
B. “How much is this pair of boots?"’
C. “I've been told that you sell shoes here.”
D. “I shall come again.”
7. After hearing what George said, the shopkeeper |

began quietly but grew as he went on.
A. happier ! B. madder
C. sadder D. more angry

8. The last sentence Gedrge said was
A. “Bye-bye.”
B. “Good-bye.”
C. “See you later.”
D. “Good-bye for the present.”



-3 The Future Telephones

A person’s voice can travel, as an electric current,
all the way around the world. Today people can use the
phone to talk with others almost anywhere on the earth.

Being able to listen to and talk to a person far away
is important. It’s almost as nice as visiting the person.
But it is not really the same thing. When you visit, you
see a person; but when you use the phone, you don’t see
the person you're talking with.

That may change in the near future.

Today some people are using a kind of telephone
called the picture phone or visionphone. With it, two
people who are talking can see each other.

Picture phones can be very useful when you have
something to show the person you're calling. They may
have other uses in the future. One day you may be able
to call up a library and ask to see a book. Then you’ll
be able to read the book right over your picture phone.

Or you may be able to go shopping through your
picture phone. Suppose you see something in the news-
paper that you think you want to buy. You will go to

. 8 .



your phone and call the shop. People at the shop w—ilj
show you the thing you're interested in right over the
phone. You’'ll be able to shop all over town and never S
even leave your room! z '

Do we have other ways of communicating with one
another? Yes, we do. About fifty years ago radio was
invented. Radio stations send out radio waves that act
much like the electric current of the telephone. The
waves are used to make a radio’s speaker core move
back and forth and make sound waves. A radio station
can send the same message to millions of people living
hundreds of kilometers apart.

Radios have the same shortcoming that telephones
have. People can listen, but they cannot see anything.
Today we also have a way of communicating that
combines picture and sound. Can you guess what it is?
Yes, it is television.

Television allows us to communicate with people
around the world and in outer space. But in some ways
television is like a book or a letter: Though people can
watch TV and listen to it, they cannot take part in what
they see. This will probably change in the future.

(Approximately 395 words)



Comprehension Exercise

Fill in each blank with a suitable word or phrase from

A

the passage:

We can use to talk with people in other
places . ‘

The shortcoming of using thé phone is that we don’t
see . ‘

A new kind of telephone is called

The two people who are using the visionphone can
We can do over the visionphone.

The shortcoming of radios is the as that of
telephones.

is a way of communicating that combines

+ picture and sound.

People can watch TV and listen to it, but they can’t
what they see.
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