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Construction of A Corpus of Multimodal Situated Discourse
WANG Yan

(School of International Studies, University of International Business and Economics,
Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: This paper discusses the process of building a corpus of multimodal situated
discourse. A combination of sociological and linguistic perspectives is crucial in the construction of
such a corpus. Informed by the structuration theory, the theory of activity type, the theory of social
semiotics, and the theories of genre, this study is aimed at developing a method of constructing a
comprehensive and systematic corpus of situated discourse, and investigating the structure of such a
corpus in the social context. The sampling principles, data processing, the functions of different
modalities in interaction, and the dimensions of multimodal discourse analysis are discussed. A
corpus-based pilot study is carried out to illustrate the statistical analysis and interpretation of
multimodal situated discourse.

Key words: multimodality; situated discourse; corpus; multimodal discourse analysis
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T Giddons (1984 ) ()45 K # ip
(structuration theory ), Levinson( 1992[ 1979 ])
Hi% s B RLHE L (the theory of activity type ),
Halliday ( 1978) [ #£. 2 £ 5 %= #iLi& (the theory
of social semiotics), LA #Fh X F-if A ()
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AU A B K SCA il e, 1 HL ik
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K ok &I 4 (Kennedy, 1998: 19), 4 &
P 15 KA (general corpora) Fl 4 b 4 i k4
(specialized corpora) Pifh. P il el %
v B B TE R R I T, MAN (8] SO AR A
s REA R 1 b R R S DU € (1) B
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EHEE . DX P E RN . AEbRAEE TR K
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Fioh, AR BT CTE R I T B R, A 3R
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i 8 S ANE S B I A
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M, ATCARISKEAT 2 Jriin. 2 MARE .
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UL T B vl B o iR R, AT IFIG T
L VE B by HE 6l () 1 35 2# 8 X (Kennedy,
1998: 13). fEMEZ i A — L LUS il SCAAE:
JERHERFTEROEI, x CR2) Rt
LY 25 49 2% S A 1) 43 #r s WIF 230V 1 )
Y g 48, DL RO S TR U 5E G T 1959
T[] Survey of English Usage Corpus (SEU)
43 5 o A I ) o A

B TE SRR S L R R
Brown Corpus ( Brown University Standard
Corpus of Present-Day American English). {5
EHE 500 85% 2 000 7 /eA7 )i &l SCA,
291014300 7. FEAMLERC ik “AELG R
M AR H o O H 55 A9FF A0 (Kennedy,
1998: 26)., LOB (Lancaster-Oslo/Bergen )
Corpus Ji: 5 Brown Corpus AH ™ K]~ 3% [ K i
IR . X IERETDREARZ D, K
AN EHURF ). 23K BL R oy 2 BE LR B T
AR SEAE . B, 1F % L Brown Corpus
MRS AR Sy 2y LK

London-Lund Corpus ( LLC) J& % |
Survey of Spoken English # V7 f¥] %547 100 & %
5000 FUFIE I He 5 SCA IR el RS,
X B H AR N B D E TR,
Pl ik, iR E iR T)Re oy B UGS
FIROEF. R R A DR, BLgx
EIR BV S DR RReay S O T & v O
AR FEAZR, FERFRFANL, P
ot F) i) LA 7Y o 50 A

Lancaster/IBM Spoken English Corpus
(SEC) A& AN E B T8 W72 10 98 11
WELE (Knowles ef al., 1992). EFREK
A bR AN RS RS SOA, B
PRVES SR SCA, TSRS m
A, AT BT RIA A IRAR . 3L
fiby (f) 11385 35 Bl & {7 Corpus of Spoken
American English (CSAE) (Chafe et al., 1991),
Map Task Corpus ( Anderson et al., 1991),
Wellington Corpus of Spoken New Zealand
English (Holmes, 1995) %,

Biti A7 SCAS ) SRR A7 B AR 28 &
i, 20 tHEZC 90 AFEACHIIL 1L 10 {27
KALTERVA . DA% BB i) i H 1K) Cobuild
(Collins Birmingham University International
Language Database) Ml H & 7,24 . Cobuild
Corpus AMUHUBLECA, i HikkHER & 5™
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AR [ S8 D E M B E R . BRI
EL R A % AR LR v oo 1l i
AP A IR0 . BNC JE— AN s
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BNC 14 124 3 SCA AT 90% & 0 1fiT 1, 10%
K EE. XA 1000 )5 A 1 ETE RN I
A EEREP RO, iR A
FERWE: RGPS, R
HRYSEIEEh, bR, Al AR B
. mEsh, Wk, PR AUTR: TR
NAREB)), WEBAIE . BUAE . T RS
PERFRIE T H: B R NEERHM AR A
FAT I 124 47 18 A 51 B HoR uE AT 501 2 000
/INE BRI SR (R S SCAR(Crowdy, 1993).

B A H T AE VR 1 v s AT R
EZKiER+ TR AT H “ BACHUE TR
A S L7, “ W EEEMACDOE R E”
Je AN KR (038 FH 15 1 v VR R, LUE S 0T
s BRSO RRRHER R
B ICFHIFARBEA, B SCHE A RNE S R4
SR RSB, AP LR 1 e
BARDGE RS ZERVES A S H2FRE,
BRFLE R 5B = A KBE 40 S/ EALKR,
HERBROLIER T 1447, 52k TiiE vl o
FRREMN T 7000 J5Filkl, JER 1T R0
ST BRGSO A, a0
T8 TFEME 7 CHORHES, 2005).

FIEE R et v A S . b mtil
BT 1993 AEIFaR A e < ARkt
BRI (R3304, i K HUBE
LEREA, SRR, PR R )
Mk SCAFE R B I S 1T AT AN ] Ja % 1) Ak
FAHFEAEEDR ARG . (0SB R 3
FEA i, Tl k4 il Ay o SR R L s
PO FEA G A S RO R N A A
SPGB T MR U IR . IXFERT
S TR AN RE 5E 4 ik 2 %05 LA W1 4 1
S WAL BT (R SEBRAR B « 6 FAR 18 5 AN AT Aol
FM A FU E bR OB, 2002).

b XS B R R 1 [
taRER I E RS —, BERE
Rl K R B ER, BETEL
Sy SR Y & R sl ANLE], LA R B B
FEAGTE AT AR . S sk g, Hor
R AU “ACRME. FSEME. HLAg T
PEL AMEAETE L TR R R RO R O 1
B CBEE, 2002). 8RR 225
WY J5 i B AT Bl i) 114 3% St o ik B gAY
PEVE BT A A G B o Bk R
PR R o M HO S SO, LA R i b i
Tk i E R R IR S e, ERW
SRIHEIE . VRS AR, R BiRES
S, FEEESE AN NIl T A R
(bR vE A o o T E DA R, ANREE
Wb ) 2 BEARRE, b A B ik HE IR
- FAE B, ASREA R P37 B A .

Bl 2 AR E TN R, RREH
AEREMAT S MIaEEE. HhTE2HEE
A G S, YFEARBRANR. SN
FIORENE, MR, LLRERME
B () S PR 25 ) L, X T T A AR
AR 1S .

2.2 BRI

AT TR B 5 B R 1 ) R HORE
R AR AE 1 5 1 X R PR B R R &
HAREME, mfCRrE &R —MEREK
W EESH L.

K THURE IR I, S A A ik 4y 12 Bl
BUARE, B 5 4 BT ek o0 A i 5 SR (1) 91
B, SR i BN E BRI A . 5
[TV A (1) 8 T v A 1 R 4 i SR 2 Y
%I+, Ll Brown il LOB PN iEEHE,
PR 9 Bl C 48 & Fpolr el R . N, SEARYE
SCEEL ARl AT, SR SCRBREl— B
TR VR TR, 1997 139-140).
iy 1 v R I A B AN 1% F5 i R R W] BL 55
J, BT LR A 8 B RO EURE . Quirk
£¥f) London-Lund Corpus & 4% A F1THUFER,
CABEHLARAE S, B4~ A 3RTS 335 O HCRE
M. XA R RER, RREAR
S, JoVE R — NI ) DR A% . BNC
B (ARHE, RICT NDHRE R . W&
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B, HARB R A ik WA [ i A2 AL
BNC HXFh 4y JZ e ik, MIUAS J7 i %
EEFRIERL: k. mE. GEARUKE, B
WfRERE RAT Z AR, A4S fh i
5 & (Kennedy, 1998: 52-53).
Fairclough (1995: 49) MECIHIEAIN f
FEEH T HORE S B A ) S5 1) X BT o
HUMIEAT #2224t R, RIS A4 )
ZIEHIK R (2) MECHIE A A XS T
BRAEERRFATHA, ML PR ESE
FHI 6 R R AE GG (3) MO SUAb#
1 P RS T T B S R SR I AT R
TEHURERT, BEASRRMEE — M hrdE, RS
PR AT b kB, tBANRERE S bR
HEERUFRE, DOAMIXFE 2 BT . M
PR 5 b LR, MBS FE R,
MAE I # (S E A R, RMARERE S
il S Bl A R T A LASE IR A R,
tavEah AR . RIS e BUORERRHE,
A T RES IR, b X B
RIS EEERVE” LS iR S ATIE N I
HANE RN D HORE 48, A R X HURE £
A BERN A, FEURE S5 A F ATk 43 2K 1) Ty
% ERATSI T SR U A M R
AT RS AR M R HdE (EEZ, 2007: 31D,
K ZEUGEREACHORE ik S e HURE S,
e ORI, AR J5 MR HOORF VOt 1 SR
NZRFIIH BRI XER A
BB, BREAHRAMES: —
ST ERAEPELS, R AT DL S HORE AN A2 R
FECERI 50 OB, 2002: 10).

3. BESEIFEEER ERME B

TR 2 EAR R EE R, WX
T DA & FloE b JC R DB R R )
28, I EZEARERAE, B AR
FE H B AE G E BT A IR PR R, B
P VE L P 2 A A TR I

3.1 FgiEH

BA A R B A E R R R, T4
P AL BRI S B R R e W AR T E R R 25
4. H4E Giddons (1984) M5 KIfLER G, B
A2 BAh AR R AT RARR S5 5 i,
RN EEN B B Eh; AL S RAE R PTAT 45
A A 41 [) B A2 s A FENS 8 2 R AT Bh
PCE M SERES P ARG R By “I

« 4

BB S UE " Csituatedness) (Gu, 2002) ff)
IR SRR A A SR, aTeL
FERIEASEITPR - MERBIED.
Levinson (1992 [1979]) % | “WhshAAl”
B, B AR MOSCAE Bl iRm0 5Esh 7,
I PRI ), e H (e
IS BUR S At DWW A% 6 2 R § v
FHEAMFA R, BN B, TR
() S S AR A2 BB 7. X106 v K R ik
e, WALOEE A A B H 0 O ikHE . &
K RIRM R “—RZPRFMF, LAEEA
BRI B H IO B AR
(Bhatia, 1993); [Hif, AR “ b
BE7,OR AN BRI, BOH I8 R 0 A
ZE R (Martin, 1992). B, 2 HTiEiER)
IR RERAT “AERFE MU RV Sk . 5
J- R SCAA 58 P B 0 sR LA Ak B VB
S, DA AR i 1 1A T R R B el M e
fifg T AR ] X 6 i 2 ok S BRARAT] (K 4 [ B
br, R P )E N (Bhatia, 2002: 6).
BAVRIEERIN, %L T L&
B, sh&R . Eah AR E, RIEEsh
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FRAT TR £ 22 B L (1) H IR R 27
AIEE S B S IEERR L S5 E, BRT ¥R
TSR 25 R E RS KRGS, B 3K
B4R G HeE S EDIIER, A TR S EE
T2 ARG E 2 (8], on] A8 R AR A
MR X AN ERVERI R RN A 2ER
T EE R AR E ARV L 2 AR 5,
B AR R S R 4 2 PR A
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FH B A k-

T BESEREREGEHNNES B

SRRHEE 49K VR K
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Context and Multimodal Discourse Analysis
ZHU Meihui

(National Research Center for Foreign Language Education, Beijing Foreign Studies University,
Beijing 100089; School of International Studies, University of International
Business and Economics, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Multimodal discourse in modern communication has shown that meaning is realized
not only through language but also through the integrated use of many semiotic resources, which
demands a new perspective on the study of context. This paper starts with a brief outline of
traditional approach to context and its drawbacks when applied to the study of multimodal texts, then
focuses on the differences of how current major approaches to multimodality view context and the
role of context in meaning construction. Drawing on the different views, the writer attempts to offer
a detailed way of coping with context in multimodal situated discourse analysis.

Key words: context; multimodal discourse analysis; multimodal situated discourse
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