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Mamma’s Present

Jessie played a good joke on her mamma. This is the way she did it.

Jessie had gone to the woods with Jamie and Joe to get green branches to trim up
the house for Christmas. She wore her little cap, her white furs, and her red leggings®.
—~3/\', She was a merry little girl, indeed; but she felt sad this morning because her
mother had said, “The children will all have Christmas presents, but I don’t expect any
for myself. We are too poor this year.”

When Jessie told her brothers this, they all talked about it a great deal. “Such a
good, kind mamma, and no Christmas present! It’s too bad.”

“I don’t like it,” said little Jessie, with a tear in her eye.

“Oh, she has you,” said Joe.

“But I am not something new,” said Jessie.

“Well, you will be new, Jessie,” said Joe, “when you get back. She has not seen
you for an hour.”

Jessie jumped and laughed. “Then put me in the basket, and carry me to mamma,
and say, ‘I am her Christmas present.’”

So they set her in the basket, and put green branches all around her. It was a jolly
ride. They set her down on the doorstep, and went in and said, “There’s a Christmas

__ present out there for you, mamma.”
-1 Mamma went and looked, and there, in a basket of green branches, sat her own
11tt]e laughing girl.

“Just the very thing I wanted most,” said mamma.

“Then, dear mamma,” said Jessie, bounding out of her leafy®nest®, “I should
think it would be Christmas for mammas all the time, for they see their little girls every
day'7’

(291 words)



CD leggings [legms] n. CGEFHER) 45hR, ZEER, PR
@ leafy [lifi] adj. ZREE), MR, SRR
@ nest [nest] n. (&) & ; EIK

I. How well did you read?
1. [Grasp the main idea] What is the passage about?
A. How did the family spend the Christmas Eve?
B. How did Jessie play a good joke on her mamma?
C. How did Jessie play with Joe?
2. [See the resulf] What did the mother get as Christmas present?
A. Nothing.
B. Branches.
C. Her daughter.
3. [Give the reason] Why did Jessie feel sad that morning?
A. Because she didn’t have a Christmas present.
B. Because her brother didn’t give her a Christmas gift.
C. Because her mother didn’t have a Christmas gift.
4. [Check the details] Who helped Jessie become a Christmas present?
A. Her mother.
B. Her brother.
C. Her friends.
II. Read for words.
Choose the best paraphrase or Chinese meaning for the underlined words or
expressions.
1. Jessie had gone to the woods with Jamie and Joe to get green branches to trim up
the house for Christmas. (Para. 2, Line 1)
A. build
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