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A Brief Introduction to Temple
of the City God in Pingyao County

Temple of the City God in Pingyao County was
built in Northern Song years. In the following years it
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has been repaired now and then. Two fire diastase in
Jiaging years Ming dynasty (1544) and Xianfeng years
Qing dynasty (1859) resulted completed destroy and
later has been rebuilt. According to the principle of
heavy and human two in one, the temple of City God is
built along the axis of main Nanda Street and is sym-
metrical to the east — west directions of the county gov-
ernment office. The Temple of the City God is a Taoism
temple with a long history, rich culture connotation and
systematic religion rules. Centered by its main hall,
the temple is composed of four parts of six hells, earth
god hall, kitchen god hall and hall of god of wealth
( attached with Zhen Wu building) . The massive build-
ings in the temple are kept in a good condition and the
temple is really rare and important among county — lev-
el ones across the country. The temple of the City God
in Pingyao City shows a rich connotation in culture,
such as that rite systematized Confucianism, feudal so-
ciety fitted Taoism and that ancient Han nationality folk
customs in middle and lower reaches of Yellow River.
Those culture connotation have reflected themselves not
only in wall paintings and clay sculpture but also in
layout of temple buildings, architecture style, plat-
foom, brick and wood carvings and carpenter parts,
i 3 —
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here and there everywhere. All those are of great refer-
ence importance to history and culture study in the Yel-
low River reaches. The architecture structure for the
building in the temple demonstrates special feature. All
design of wood structure, opening, upper — limitation,
join — parts and woodcarvings and usage of glass parts
are well coordinated with that of feudal rites system,
completed with high skill and fine art. They are impor-
tant reference to study Chinese ancient architectural
style and model. For stages, towers or pavilions in the
temple all ridgepieces and beams are beautifully paint-
ed. It also tells us how advanced commerce and fine
culture desirement in Ming and Qing dynasties. As ear-
ly as November 15th, 1973, the temple has been listed
as important culture relics by the local government.
Since December in 1997 as Pingyao ancient City de-
clared World Heritage by UNESCO, the temple of the
City God has become its key part.
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