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Briefing

The mega-city region, as the major spatial unit for the population and
its economy, has become the mainstream and trend of urban development
against the backdrop of global urbanization and economic integration. In
China, the mega-city region is the “major pattern” of newly national urban
planning, which will greatly influence the connotation and level of “China
dream”. Based on 2014 China Mega-City Region Database and China Mega-
City Index, the report issued by Institute of Urban Science in Shanghai Jiao
Tong University examines and evaluates five years (2007 - 2011) of data
involving population, economy, society, culture and equilibrium. It will
provide experience and reference for the sustainable development in mega-
city regions of China.

The ranking of six mega-city regions in China based on comprehensive
index is Yangtze River Delta mega-city region, Pearl River Delta mega-city
region, Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei mega-city region, Shandong peninsula mega-
city region, Middle Plains mega-city region and Chongqing-Chengdu mega-
city region. Yangtze River Delta mega-city region, Pearl River Delta mega-
city region and Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei mega-city region stay in the first-tier
team thanks to its high level of population gathering, living quality and
cultural development. Shandong peninsula mega-city region is in the
second-tier team based on its good geographical location and economic
development. Middle Plains and Chongqing-Chengdu mega-city regions are
in the third-tier team due to weak economic base and low urban integration.

In overall situation, the highest rankings of Yangtze River Delta mega-

city region, Pearl River Delta mega-city region and Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
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mega-city region will remain the same in short term. Their overall
development are in absolute advantage, which stands for the highest level
and latest trend of mega-city region development in China. The six mega-
city regions are in fast growth with smaller gap among each other.
Meanwhile the six mega-city regions have their own merits and demerits.
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei mega-city region is in reality China’s cultural center
according to the leading cultural development index. Yangtze River Delta
mega-city region is the economic center with its overall economic inventory
and is an ideal region for living with its excellent living quality index. Pearl
River Delta mega-city region is characteristic of its green growth and
sustainability. Shandong peninsula mega-city region occupies the middle
place in the rankings and have great potential of surpassing others in front
of it. Middle Plains mega-city region and Chongqing-Chengdu mega-city
region lag behind, but still have advantages in some aspects.

In perspective of development with time, the overall index of six mega-
city regions is increasing. Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei mega-city region has a
constantly increasing index. Yangtze River Delta mega-city region has an
obvious growth in its overall index in 2011. The index of Pearl River Delta
mega-city region is unstable with waves. The overall index of Shandong
peninsula mega-city region, Middle Plains mega-city region and Chongqing-
Chengdu mega-city region has relatively small growth and even falls in
2011. The six mega-city regions all keep improving in aspects of urban
population, economy, living condition and culture. Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei
and Yangtze River Delta mega-city region have faster growth than Pearl
River Delta mega-city region and other three mega-city regions.

In perspective of development in space and hierarchy, the mega-city
regions in China are increasingly locating in several tiers. In overall index,
the regional equilibrium is still in not so well situation and six mega-city
regions are in several tiers. Shandong peninsula mega-city region has higher
level of development than Middle Plains mega-city region and Chongqing-
Chengdu mega-city region though they are all second-level metropolises in

China. The problems of Middle Plains mega-city region and Chongqing-
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Chengdu mega-city region lie in their weak economic base, low developing
integration and quality, slow growing speed, passive growth patterns and
lacking of due cultural confidence and conscious. In detailed index, the
environment deterioration is a serious problem in mega-city regions in
middle and west China because the industries and enterprises with big
pollution are transferred inside the regions. The mega-city regions in
middle and west China have abundant cultural resources. So it is critical to
have a new path of development different from the economic pattern in
east China in the process of “newly urbanization” and “cultural urban

planning” in China.
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