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Speech Script

1 It is such an honor and pleasure for me to
be back at Yale, especially on the occasion of *
the 300th anniversary. I have so many memories
of my time here, and as Nick was speaking I
thought about how I ended up at Yale Law School.
And it tells a little bit about how much progress
we’ve made.

2 What I think most about when [ think of
Yale is not just the politically charged atmosphere
and not even just the superb legal education that
I received. It was at Yale that [ began work that
has been at the core of what I have cared about
ever since. I began working with New Haven
legal services representing children. And I studied
child development, abuse and neglect at the Yale
New Haven Hospital and the Child Study Center.
I was lucky enough to receive a civil rights
internship with Marian Wright Edelman at the
Children’s Defense Fund, where I went to work
after | graduated. Those experiences fueled in
me a passion to work for the benefit of children,
particularly the most vulnerable.

3 Now, looking back, there is no way that
I could have predicted what path my life would
have taken. I didn’t sit around the law school,
saying, well, you know, I think I’ll graduate and
then I'll go to work at the Children’s Defense
Fund, and then the impeachment © inquiry, and

Nixon retired or resigns, I’ll go to Arkansas. I

!
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didn’t think like that. I was taking each day at a
time.

4 But, I’ve been very fortunate because

I’ve always had an idea in my mind about what

4 B, RAERHEE, HAR

Skliirh— B A AN R

1 thought was important and what gave my life

8, ARG A ANEREX ., ik

meaning and purpose. A set of values and beliefs

that have helped me navigate the shoals, the
sometimes very treacherous = sea, to illuminate
my own true desires, despite that others say about
what I should care about and believe in. A passion
to succeed at what I thought was important and
children have always provided that lone star,
. that guiding light. Because I have that absolute
conviction that every child, especially in this, the
most blessed of nations that has ever existed on
the face of " the earth, that every child deserves
the opportunity to live up to his or her God-given
potential.

5 But you know that belief and conviction—
it may make for © a personal mission statement,
but standing alone, not translated into action, it
means very little to anyone else, particularly to
those for whom you have those concerns.

6 When I was thinking about running for
the United States Senate—which was such an
enormous decision to make, one I never could
have dreamed that I would have been making
when I was here on campus—TI visited a school
in New York City and I met a young woman, who
was a star athlete.

7 1 was there because of Billy Jean King

A FE H AR SEf . HrEA(E i
B N A R, FEfER I
AT RS AKIR IR R %
EftA, MizMfEA, HiXeHmE
WA A IR T RO FLISE
B, RMUIFEGRAAEA A EER
P EWARRT; Ah, RIETF
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SlERATHE. FARESE, §49%
¥, FRRAAEEE—X N REZ LR
B E RGBT, BRZA L
SRS AR IGEGRE.
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promoting an HBO special about women in sports
called “Dare to Compete”. It was about Title IX
and how we finally, thanks to government action,
provided opportunities to girls and women in
sports.

8 And although I played not very well
at intramural * sports, 1 have always been a
strong supporter of women in sports. And I
was introduced by this young woman, and as [
went to shake her hand she obviously had been
reading the newspapers about people saying I
should or shouldn’t run for the Senate. And I
was congratulating her on the speech she had
just made and she held onfo " my hand and she
said, “Dare to compete, Mrs. Clinton. Dare to
compete.”

9 I took that to heart because it is hard to
compete sometimes, especially in public ways,

when your failures are there for everyone to see

(Billy Jean King ) %5 f&— N1 K5
BRI E, AR e
P MRTLESS5RFRTH. H
AW B NIES, A TEBUN Y55
R R A LSS S EEE).

8 RERMEFREAMKER,
{HERARH LS AT A . A
N BN BEIBOAERR AL, 43k
by, AR E R TR
JERESIMTEBEHHRGE . TR WA
P R LB, b ) 5% AT
Ty F L. “EARBRA, BT
Pro —EEFHMETIS”

9 FRoME X A R T HICAE T 0
o AT TERARNIAERY, FRAETE
rIteGET, 4 HC KRR

and you don’t know what is going to happen

TR RIS, PR REE A5 22

from one day to the next. And yet so much of life,

KA AR SR, fENAERYR

whether we like to accept it or not, is competing

dRori L, RERATEGHESZ, &

with ourselves to be the best we can be, being

involved in classes or professions or just life,
where we know we are competing with others.

10 I took her advice and I did compete
because I chose to do so. And the biggest choices
that you’ll face in your life will be yours alone
to make. I’'m sure you’ll receive good advice.
You’ve got a great education to go back and
reflect about what is right for you, but you
eventually will have to choose and I hope that you

IHBLEAN [ C a4, i) iR .
TigRAET b TAE b A
T, RATHBEERSATE S

10 FR4E32 Ty, ST
Sei, PUAMRRIRMERE. A4
KA Sk A O . ARG IR
etz sl ITMEFREL
FI AR i ] fe S WP 2 1 A
PORULUE o BRSPS fe2 SuPns A iafliip e
o MHEAFKEBI TS HRIF
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will dare to compete. And by that I don’t mean
the kind of cutthroat competition that is too often
characterized by what is driving America today. |
mean the small voice inside you that says to you,
you can do it, you can take this risk, you can take
this next step.

11 And it doesn’t mean that once having
made that choice you will always succeed. In
fact, you won’t. There are setbacks and you will
experience difficult disappointments. You will
be slowed down and sometimes the breath will
just be knocked out of you. But if you carry with
you the values and beliefs that you can make a
difference in your own life, first and foremost,
and then in the lives of others, you can get back
up, you can keep going.

12 But it is also important, as I have found,
not to take yourself too seriously, because after
all, every one of us here today, none of us is
deserving of full credit. I think every day of the
blessings my birth gave me without any doing
of my own. I chose neither my family nor my
country, but they as much as anything I’ve ever
done, determined my course.

13 You compare my or your circumstances
with those of the majority of people who’ve ever
lived or who are living right now, they too often
are born knowing too well what their futures will
be. They lack the freedom to choose their life’s
path. They’re imprisoned by circumstances of
poverty and ignorance, bigotry ~, disease, hunger,

oppression and war.

AN A TR Ao 4 3 5% 1) 2 e ) BB BE
Fo FRULARNOHEIRNAE, X1
P ASURR: URAEMG], fRnl UE X
B, PRATRARRE S F—2

11 MR, X ATRE — B
WP & — ). FE L, R
Ae—HNY). AT, Re
25 177 PR M T R 3 R R AR 224
K, fAESEBIER. HRMER
R¥F [ S MHERMED, HEASA
AT LATE A C A A FRfE N, fi
B () 2 R A A PR A R
wi, ABLVREEREIRIERS K, dkekniit.

12 AfRAEM, AREIACKY
g, XAt RREEMN. FHAETE
SRFFX R PABA R4
TR, BRIMER, EmHHEC
ok TARZHUE, (HEFREBA HAR
AN FAREEESE H A TEMR A K EER
M, (EREEIHRIE 2 Mud s
—HE, PuE TIRMAAE R
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14 So, dare to compete, yes, but maybe even
more difficult, dare to care. Dare to care about
people who need our help to succeed and fulfill
their own lives. There are so many out there and
sometimes all it takes is the simplest of gestures
or helping hands and many of you understand
that already. I know that numbers of graduates
in the last 20 years have worked in community
organizations, have tutored, have committed
themselves to religious activities.

15 You have been there trying to serve
because you have believed both that it was the
right thing to do and because it gave something
back to you. You have dared to care.

16 Well, dare to care to fight for equal justice
for all, for equal pay for women, against hate
crimes and bigotry. Dare to care about public
schools without qualified teachers or adequate
resources. Dare to care about protecting our
environment. Dare to care about the 10 million
children in our country who lack health insurance.
Dare to care about the one and a half million
children who have a parent in jail. The seven
million people who suffer from HIV/AIDS. And
thank you for caring enough to demand that our
nation do more to help those that are suffering
throughout this world with HIV/AIDS, to prevent
this pandemic from spreading even further.

17 And I’ll also add, dare enough to care
about our political process. You know, as I go and
speak with students I’'m impressed so much, not
only in formal settings, on campuses, but with my

daughter and her friends, about how much you

14 bk, EETRS, HREHK
FRBMVFTEAE, EHTHREHA
AT AT EEFRATT A B A B S R
LHAAR HbR. SMHARE NHE
o, A TR R T
AR Z T, BRI SR T i
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(IAF N G S
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RN IE . Wt B SR8, 4T
TR SmiE AT BT RE, N
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Wi BEHUCTRE, (R IROTIER 2R
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care, about how willing you are to volunteer and
serve. You may have missed the last wave of the
dot.com revolution, but you’ve understood that
the dot.community revolution is there for you
every single day. And you’ve been willing to be
part of remarking lives in our community.

18 And yet, there is a real resistance, a
turning away from the political process. I hope
that some of you will be public servants and will
even run for office yourself, not to win a position
to make an impression on your friends at your
20th reunion, but because you understand how
important it is for each of us as citizens to make a
commitment to our democracy.

19 Your generation, the first one born after
" of the 60’s and 70’s, in the

midst of the technological advances of the 80°s

the social upheavals

and 90’s, are inheriting an economy, a society and
a government that has yet to understand fully, or
even come to grips with ", our rapidly changing
world.

20 And so bring your values and experiences
and insights into politics. Dare to help make, not
just a difference in politics, but create a different
politics. Some have called you the generation of
choice. You've been raised with multiple choice
tests, multiple channels, multiple websites and
multiple lifestyles. You’ve grown up choosing
among alternatives that were either not imagined,
created or available to people in prior generations.

21 You’ve been invested with far more

personal power to customize your life, to make
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