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Zhu Jihua

Archive is an important component of culture, as it preserves history and people’s memory. Shanghai stands in a unique position in
China’s modern history. The city mingles Chinese and Western elements and is rich in cultural connotation. Historical events and
famous figures of modern China both have left marks in the city. As a consequence, Shanghai Municipal Archives holds copious

volumes of archives, which count to more than 3.5 million rolls.

Scholars have told me that the Archive’s collection provided tremendous assistance to their research. Without these archives, it
would be almost impossible to reconstruct this city's history. I was touched by what they said, while at the same time felt the great

responsibility on me. Archiving, in essence, is the guardian of our nation's cultural development, and conservation of our historical

memory.

We have been always thinking about and attempting to solve the question how to tell vivid stories from the archives, and thus
turn archived information into social resource. On one hand, we must prioritize social benefit, do the best to promote the research
levels, and we need to enlarge the extent of cooperation. On the other hand, it is necessary to serve the general public. On the basis
of integration of the city's outstanding cultural resources, it is technically feasible for us to take advantage of the uniqueness of the
archives; with careful organization and planning, we could suit the public's psychological acceptance habits, and publish an amount

of attractive works, so as to advance cultural prosperity and serve to social development.

Researchers in Shanghai Municipal Archives selected from vast collection of archival resources carefully and compiled the book
Shanghai Treasured Archive. This book, as the product of recent development, condensed the intellectual and historical essence
of the Archive. In this book, every document and picture reflects a page in the Shanghai’s past and present. It complements the
Shanghai Municipal Archives'(the Bund Archives) exhibition "Memories of the city: footprints of modern Shanghai", so that readers

can better understand the content and value of our holdings and increase their love of the city.

Developing the culture of archiving is one of the key works during the "Twelfth Five-Year Plan" in Shanghai. It is our duty to
explore the archives, to retain the faithful historical account, and to foster future talents into our crew. The realization of "China

Dream" needs our contribution.



HIl &

"— FOREWORD

AT RITNIE L, #TARE, KiZ& s, B TR, I AR, PR, A
FLUERLRT, DIRX4i. JHEZan, FilfEhiEit B, AR s 2, il e R +rk
Ko 18435 2 G, LA VU e S S N, TPV SR AEIGRIESE | AR . R
K, et T TR K, I RUERDA & e 5 AT S . (R4 T
RS S ARG R S G2 5, Bl R TAHARE . S Ra0s T, i e sk ki 5|
TR, Wl @i TR A A . B Stk BETA JE A SO & TR BRARAR [ BR R ER T
TR R E S G TG RICRE RIS RS R S, XSRS S WL 1 B
(A R, A T XARTT I SO . S IE T AT A X SRR 22, 1k LR ic 2
e, oT LU L PR i A R i e

Located at the estuary of Yangtze River, Shanghai boasts vast hinterland and busy water transportation.
Along with her mild weather and abundant products, Shanghai has a natural advantage of promoting
commerce and trade. Ever before it was opened as a treaty port in 1843, Shanghai had already become a hub
for costal trades. Since 1843, Shanghai turned into a harbor importing Western goods and culture; conflict
and fusion between Chinese and Western cultures took place, leading to the fast development of Shanghai’s
modern economy and culture, as well as the rapid rise of the city. Today, Shanghai has become so charming
that the talents as well as technology from all over the world flocked to her, making her a modern metropolis
with great cultural and economic prosperity.

Shanghai Municipal Archives keeps millions of volumes of dossiers that have witnessed the history of
Shanghai. This book extracts some of the most memorable stories from the ocean of files, so that the readers

can have a glimpse of how Shanghai has evolved across the centuries.
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Shanghai has come through a long way to be a central city of China. It began to bloom from Yuan to Qing Dynasty. In Qing Dynasty,
there were ten counties and one Ting within today’s border of Shanghai, including seven counties and one Ting of Songjiang Fu: Huating,
Louxian, Shanghai (county), Qingpu, Jinshan, Fengxian, Nanhui, Ting of Chuansha, as well as three counties of Taicang Chow: Jiading,
Baoshan and Chongming. In Qing dynasty, there were three levels of administration in Shanghai: Tao, Fu and county. In 1730, the Taotai
Yamun overseeing Shanghai area moved to today’s Shanghai. Military Defense Circuit was attached to the Yamun, and the Taotai began to
be called Su-Song-Tai Tao Military Command, or Shanghai Tao for short. In the early years of the Republic, Shanghai was still under the
administration of Jiangsu Province. Administrations such as Shanghai Observation Supervisory, Songjiang-Shanghai Military Supervisory,
Shanghai Garrison Supervisory, and Woosong-Shanghai Port Authority, took responsibilities of civil and military affairs in Shanghai
area. Shanghai Special Municipality was founded in July, 1927, and was under direct jurisdiction of the central government of Republic;
17 counties were turned into 17 districts; this change set the foundation of Shanghai's two-layer administrative system: municipality and

district.
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Government Offices in Late Qing
Dynasty
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Shanghai Taotai's Yamun was
situated inside the Greater East Gate of
Shanghai County in late Qing Dynasty.
Taotai handled many important
administrative affairs in person. Since
Shanghai opened as a treaty port, new
administration bureaus such as Chinese
Land Ward, Bureau of Foreign Affairs,
Mixed Court and Police Station among

others, were added to Shanghai Tao,

to meet the growing responsibilities of

local foreign affairs and so on. ERER LS ERE

Map of Shanghai County during the reign of Emperor Jiaqing, Qing
Dynasty
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LB EATHE (18694)

Decree of expediting tribute cloth payment, by Shanghai County
magistrate (1869)
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CHAPTER 1t FUSTORY OF SHANGHAI
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Cadastral map (yulin tuce) of Qingpu County (1874)
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Tax receipts of Shanghai Tea Guild (shangmang xiamang tiao) (1877. 1878)
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Municipal bond issued by Shanghai Autonomous

Guild (1910)
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