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Reading for Pleasure
In Lieu of a Preface

When my good friend, Mr. Yin Yucheng, invited me to
write some words for his new book, I was delighted. The book
is encouraging English students to read, and reading is a very
rewarding activity.

Reading takes you into a private world. You are alone, with
just the book and your thoughts for company. As you read, the
story carries you away like a magic flying carpet. Pictures and
ideas come to your mind, and your imagination is stimulated. You
imagine what the characters and places look like; you follow the
story and you share the feelings and emotions, the drama and the
excitement.

What is the best way to enjoy this private world? I like to
choose a comfortable place: a favourite chair or a quiet corner in a
public park. Then I forget about my surroundings as I concentrate
on my story, rather like going into a deep sleep.

Some of my Chinese friends ask me: “How can we enjoy
reading in English? Sometimes it is very difficult, particularly
the grammar and vocabulary!” This is a very good question. First
of all, I believe that you should be very careful in choosing your
reading material. Look for a topic that interests you. You do not
have to read “classics” (famous stories), although you may enjoy
them. You can also find detective stories, romance, comedy, poetry
or magazine articles about films, sports or other hobbies.

Once you have found an interesting topic, quickly look at
one or two paragraphs. How much can you understand? Over 70
percent? Good, then this material is suitable. Less than 70 percent?
Put it back on the bookshelf. Reading should be a pleasure, not
hard work!

The next thing to do is to start reading. Don’t forget to find a
comfortable place! As you read, try to concentrate on the general




meaning of each paragraph. Do not worry about the meaning of
individual words yet. At the end of the paragraph, ask yourself:
“What was that paragraph about? Did I follow it?” If not, go back.
This time, see if you can identify any key words that you do not
know. Check the meaning in a dictionary and move on when the
general meaning of the paragraph is clear. You do not need to
understand every word. Remember: you do not read in order to
learn new grammar or new vocabulary. You read in order to read!

It is a good idea to have a little notebook with you when you
read. In this notebook, you can write down interesting details in
the book or thoughts that come to your mind. Write down what you
think of the characters and their actions. Make a note of any parts
that are very well written, so that you can find them again easily in
the future. If you want, draw pictures or write poems relating to the
book. One of my friends likes to draw a cartoon story based upon
any book that she enjoys.

We can learn so much from reading because we are sharing
other people’s experience of life. This can make our understanding
of life much richer. Reading in a foreign language helps us to
cross cultural boundaries so that we can build international
understanding. From my own reading of Chinese books, I have
discovered, in the words of John Denver, that “as different as we
are, we are still the same”. In other words, reading has taught me
that life may be different in other countries, but people are always
people!

Mr. Yin Yucheng has done a wonderful job in producing
another excellent book that promotes reading in English. I wish
you, the reader, many hours of pleasure from this book. Happy
reading!

Bob Adamson
Hong Kong
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EREE-RXER, RSB FELIAE, &R, —
MAE—EMETXPRE-—NMAXBRAEE. BN ZE
BXREE, dTEZRRNARRE, EFr-EARRKR L. Fil
n: cutrice (E|fET), cut cakes (YJEEE), cut hair (EER) ;
make faces (ff{% /%), make tea (#)2%), make sure (&),
i LA ERANBh1E cut 1 make BT A AR AT AR HER Hi, 20T
XHA B LR BIR R T 5 2 KA. XFM: T must
take my temperature and then I'll take some medicine. %4
CRAR, REMEH. BFTR, EEIERRRE SO EEE
RN EE.
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1. He is too old to do it. =He is so old that he can’t do it.

=He is not young enough to do it. {42 KK T A EEMEIX % .
2. He bought the book for $5.=He spent $5 for/on the
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book.=He paid $5 for the book.=The book cost him $5.=It cost
him $5 to buy the book. fit#£ T 5 FITFLIX A,
3. I go home by bus.=I take a bus to go home. =I go home

in/on a bus. WA EFI XK.
=. FEFEURNX

EREXENEE B —Ba T EFMEL, HEHA
HME, MEXARZEERE)FRIEBR AR, &R LE
KIRfE. REFEEFERNG FHMERE, REEERH> A
FHIEH, BREEXBREARMIBEMNR WALER, BAHE
TR, shia 5AFE 1 #E RS, T2 WM B R A E
ZUHEHLIRAFELLEMNHEER, EMEEZEE,
KZTEH. #lm:
1.1 am not tired at all. - — S A R
I am not even a little tired. TR & .
7£: not a bit...=not...at all — 4R
not a little..=very, much 7/&, iEH

2. The children are standing in front of the bus. % F 1134
AR .
The driver is sitting in the front of the bus. FHLALTER
R HTHE
7. in front of the bus=in the place outside the bus/before
the bus A % 77 @
in the front of the bus=in the place inside the bus % % /A &
LR

3. I'll see you on Sundays. REANEH HEEFNR.
I'll see you on Sunday. 8 T/ EHH EFE K.
7: on Sundays 5N E MR




on Sunday & ¥ kR ARG ENMEZH K
4. He has a word with you. ft 5 /Riki%.
He has words with you. i FI{/RWS4E,
7%: have a word/a few words with sb. 5 ¥ A% %
have words with sb. 5 X A& | vk

. EEORFMERE

] L B AT AR AR VR S TSR #EAT B MR . PRI S TGRS
MEREHEE, AEERAETIAMREESHIN L
BT XHAR. Blin: — A2 be so cold that... fF&ITF L —
E RN RAG REFEEFRIENG . — R F| though/although,
BT X R—NRREHH .

R VER ANTEE FE S i 2 E 8 T i [ 52 =1 1R
. KiEr=23K:

L —FHEME Y, #li: fromnowon (AILFERL); make
friends with sb. ( 53 A &) ; fall asleep ( N BE ) ; be
made up of (HI-===- I

2. ¥ Eia a1z, Hli: have a good time=enjoy oneself
(BLBFF L) 5 look after sb. (FEIE A) ; be good at sth. (&
KEH); comeup withsth. (FRHFES).

3. %5 NEE, Blin: look out A& “MANE”, TR
“24.”; help oneself to A2 “HEHECT”, M “PEME”;
make one’s time A& “fEXARIEE”, T “A 21818
K”; feel like A& “HBR”, MR “HH-eeer”,
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(B H) AER”. FEIBER-RAHRZ who(whom), what(or
what to do), when, where, why, HARZ AN “HINW”,

— UK, E—REEMEEEATFEAN W, -
B EEM R R E AR AR RREZA LA W, R
FERBEER S EHIEENXAENERER. 885 A, B,
C. DU/ NETRR — AN IEWS, #MERRM T 5EXAFRE
MW, MEERRERENAN AR, fXURMIENERS,
HRAE R SCATRE R B &4 W B ik vl — IERA B R, B
T X R EA W ATHAR,

B, BATEMO IR, L —EFEELXRN W,
AL ED AR RAW, SEHITHILNAY
HHEM, RS AEFERAAE, XA AR ERX
AMREES. EFAFIR, ATEXHHEHRL, ZHF
R FEELFIKE

Bl 1A how RN HEFBNAE 9 77 KT HE Y Bk B K
B, EXEPADETFERHEREXNTF. ERENEED
REL L% B AT, MBI R . R,
B HL DG Z .

7N HiEeX

B X2 JRil W BEREESTR 3~5 Mk e, ke
R A 1 LR

1. 4 &

MR AT AR BUE B xbE R n G, 4,
WRE, R, Afta, W%, EEREXEEG=H.

(1) &iEk

What does the writer pay attention to?

How did something happen?

i R R e e s B



Which of the following is true?
Where should someone do something?
(2) AEEMFRRR

All of the following sentences may be true/false except

According to the story, the accident was caused by

The old man is seen as

(3) HBrX

Which of the following is not mentioned ($£%]) in the
passage?

Which of the following is not included (f23%) in the
passage?

2. EEXEE

EHFAERBTEXEMRT. RN E -BREFK—
SRR AP EBGE KR . WA =R

(1) P B8

The passage is mainly (FZH1) about

What is mainly discussed (i) in the passage ?

The main point (B #) of the passage is

(2) tRaIEH

What is the best tittle (#58) for the passage?

The subject ( & E ) /topic ( & & ) discussed in the
passage is :

(3) BHERAE

The passage suggests (H&7~)

The passage is trying to

What is the purpose ( Hf) of the passage?




' ‘.‘ ?.’,‘.I (E

3. HEZE | R

TEHE R 4 SC N 2 A5 1 ik o AT 3 8 2 A B
LA B K

The story suggests that

We can infer from the passage that

The writer probably (7 f) feels that

The writer’s purpose ( H i) of writing the passage is to

4. %A X

B B HEW A O R B R REZ — . W LA B
AT

The word... in paragraph... means (E&&2)

The underlined (iH£kf1) word/phrase (id/%Ei%) means/
refers (L FHRK)

B2z, BERFAFMBESETTRREASEFEE L HRE

X ERT LB
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