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INTRODUCTION

This is a book specifically on twin grottoes in the research
on Yungang Grottoes, the first of this kind.

The form of grottoes is one of the basic elements in Bud-
dhism grottoes. Twin-grotto is a creation in architectural aes-
thetics and cultural significance. The concept of twin-grotto
is always kept in mind when Buddhist grottoes in Sin kiang
and Gansu and the country of ancient India are referred to.
Among the twin grottoes in Yungang, No.5 & 6,7 & 8,9, 10
(some people think there are even more)—are in the list in
almost all essays on this subject.

In this book, the author has presented many examples and
detailed analyses and on that basis defined twin-grotto point-
ing out that there four characteristics for twin-grotto—which
is a theoretical creation. This book also confirms the two twin-
grottoes: No. 7 & 8 and 9 &10, and analyzes their aesthetic
feature of connection and isomorphism, which is a promo-
tion for academic research on Yungang Grottoes.

The author defines the characteristics of twin-grottoes as:
out and back part in one grotto and two grottoes connected;
holistic designing and symmetry.

The author is the head of Laboratory North Wei History &
Culture, Yanbei Normal Institute. Professor. He specializes
in study of Yungang Grottoes and Buddhist culture. His works
include: Artistic aesthetics on Yungang Grottoes (China So-
cial Science Press, 1998) and another two more books; more
than 30 essays and articles.
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the image of the cross-legged Maitreya on the west
side of the arched entrance on the north wall of the

front chamber in Grotto 9
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the image of the sitting Maitreya on the east side of

the arched entrance on the north wall of the front

chamber in Grotto 10
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FIEMELEERAH
FORMELZOTRA OHI]
the palace-styled arched entrance on
the north wall of the front chamber
in Grotto 9
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the arched entrance of Sumeru on the

north wall of the front chamber in
Grotto 10
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FIVERERER
FBIOEBRERECH L BHEFE
the Bodhisattva in meditation on the
east wall of the back chamber in

Grotto10
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the west wall of the front chamber
in Grotto 9 and west side on the top

of the Grotto
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the west and north walls of the

front chamber in Grotto 10
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the south wall of the back

chamber in Grotto 10
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three Buddhist niches in one palace

in the upper part of the west wall of

the front chamber in Grotto 9
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the pillars and the grotto top on the
east & south walls in the front cham-

ber in Grotto 9




