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Historical Geography Study of Liaoning and
East Hebei Areas in Ming and Qing Dynasties:
Base on Records of Yanxinglu (3%{T5%)

Abstract

As the recordings of the Chosun envoys in Ming and Qing
Dynasties, Yanxinglu, which contains abundant historical geography
material, can make good the lack of historic records of northeast of
China and Hebei areas in Ming and Qing Dynasties, which resulted in
much difficulty in the historical geography study of those areas.

Based on Yanxinglu and supplemented with local recordings of
Liaoning and East Hebei areas in Ming and Qing Dynasties and
modern climate records, this book will do historical geography study
on those areas in Ming and Qing Dynasties. The research will include
the study of place name, settlement, historic climate, environmental
change and geography image.

The study of place name. It will include two topics, namely the
study of entire place name and the study of individual place name. The
former will explore the process and rule of changing of place names
along Post Road in Ming and Qing Dynasties, while the latter will
explore the characteristics and historic changes of place names in the
boundaries between China and Korea.

The study of settlement. It will try to rebuild the distribution,

scopes and shapes of the settlement in Liaoning and East Hebei areas,
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and deeply explore the construction material and architecture style of
dwellings in those areas during Qing Dynasty.

The study of historical climate. By analysing the information of
ice-covered river in the southern part of Northeast China and other
climate records in Yanxinglu as well as local records, the study will
try to rebuild the process of the temperature change of LiaoNing area
in the southern part of Northeast China in winter half year during
16th - 19th centuries, and initially explore the distinction of
temperature change between this area and other Chinese areas.

The study of environment change. The study will rebuild the
change of waterways along Liaohe River and Yalujiang River, and
explore how the geographical environment change influenced the
change of place names. Based on Yanxinglu and related local records
as well as my on-the-spot investigation, the study of the waterway
change of Liaohe River will explore the waterway change near
Shenyang city. And based on Yanxinglu and two maps made in the
middle and later of Chosun Dynasty, the study of the waterway
change of Yalujiang River will rebuild the change of rivers and shoals,
and the change of place names along the lower reaches of Yalujiang
River, and further analyse the border image and the territorial
consciousness of Korean people in Ming and Qing Dynasties.

The study of geographical image. It will explore the images of
Shanhaiguan Pass and a village in Hebei area in the Korean hearts by
entirely analysing Yanxinglu and the Korean Collected Works in
Ming and Qing Dynasties. The study of Shanhaiguan Pass image will
pay attention to the Korean idea of Hua and Yi and explore the factors
of influencing Korean images. The study of the image of a village in
Hebei area will try to grasp the Korean wishes and imaginations by
analysing the make-up of the history of Gaolipu by Chosun envoys
under the special historical background of the Qing Dynasty replacing
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the Ming Dynasty.

On the other hand the historical geography material value of
Yanxinglu is presented at the same time. they are as follows:

Firstly, Yanxinglu is abundant in historic materials. The
envoys recorded mountains and rivers, distance and topography,
mileage of Post Road, landscape of Beijing city, architecture of
palaces, prices of utensils, customs and products along their journey
to and fro Beijing.

Secondly, Yanxinglu is continual in time because of the
continuity of Chosun envoys coming to Beijing in Ming and Qing
Dynasties, which is beneficial to the observation of the change of
place names, environment and regional landscape.

Thirdly, Yanxinglu was recorded day by day, which is beneficial
to rebuild the historical climate of those areas.

Fourthly, Yanzxinglu is accurate and reliable. Those envoys to
Beijing were an important way for the Korea getting in touch with
other countries. As Many of the envoys were good at classical Chinese
and even more some of them were Chosun officers, who wrote for the
consultation of Chosun king, Yanxinglu adopted the documentary
techniques which had the excellent accuracy.

Fifthly, it is a good way to explore the geographical image of
China from the eyes of the “Other”, or to view China from its
surroundings as these records recorded much material which was left
out in Chinese data.

Yanxinglu is a valuable historical geography literature worthy to
be studied further as it contained much material of history, geography

and climate, etc.

Key Words: historical geography, Yanzinglu, Liaoning, East
Hebei Area, Ming and Qing Dynasties
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