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Chinese Stories in Chinese Characters
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Sky: Pan Gu Divides the Sky and the Earth {H 3%
AN RAME 6 Contents
Man: The Man in the State of Qi Is Worried that the Sky Might Collapse
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Big - The Ludicrous Conceit of the People in Yelang
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Stand: Standing in the Snow before Cheng’s Gate
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Son: Master Yanzi on a Mission to Chu
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Woman: Goddess Nuwa Mending the Sky
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Father: Sun Yuanjue Gave Advice to His Father
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e _ Mother: Meng's Mother Moved Houses Thrice
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At the beginning, the sky

and the earth was an entity, just
like a big egg, where Pan Gu
slept. When he woke up and
could see nothing at all, he waved
his hatchet and divided the sky
and the earth.
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 Pan Gu was afraid that
. the sky and the earth would
. meet again, so he held up the
< '_'-sky and stood on the earth to
separate the sky and the earth.
He grew ten feet each day
- while the sky and the earth
'. were ten feet more separated.
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After holding up the sky
for 18,000 years, Pan Gu
thought that the sky and the
» earth would not meet again.
: Therefore, he lay down and
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When Pan Gu died, his
breath became the wind and
clouds, his noise became the
~ thunder, his eyes became the

- € sun and the moon, and his
- hairs and whiskers became
@; the stars, while the parts of his
= body became the mountains,
rivers, roads, fields, minerals,
grass and woods. A colourful
world was thus born.
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Etymology of the Chinese Character “X”
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As the sky is above the head of the man, the ancient

Chinese pictograph “ X” was created. The Chinese character
of “X” has a semi-circular shape at the top in the inscription
on the bronze-ware and a horizontal line in the inscription on
the bones or tortoise shell, to be followed in other scripts.

5



A

j/ '\! ) Man

ALK

- . .
_____ ( The Man in the State of Qi Is

= | Worried that the Sky Might
f‘ %ollapse

’ 5 SipaWr o eania ez

O 2 5 2 m A R ER
s T TRELART 7 AeARRA
e E A,

Once upon a time, a man

n “\-: X u

1n the State of Qi gave way to
.- foolish fancies when he gazes at
" the sky. “What will happen if
the sky collapses?” The more
he thought, the more he was in
fear.
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He only shook his head
when people told him that
there was only air in the sky
and would not collapse.
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He was also worried

/ ‘that the sun, the moon and
stars might fall down.He
ot would not believe when
| B@®5cople told him that they
m? would not hurt anyone even
if they should falldown. A
few days later, the man was
worried about some other
trifles.
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Do not mistake the lower part of the character of
“A” as two human legs. From the inscriptions on the
tortoise shell and the bronze-ware, we can see the side view
of a man with one hand stretching forward. To fetch things
with hands is a distinctive feature of the human beings.
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The Ludicrous Conceit of the

People in Yelang
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Yelang was a very small
- state, the size of a county in the
Han Dynasty but much bigger than
- ts neighbouring states. The king
and the citizens in Yelang thought
that their state was the largest in
the world and that their moun-

tains were the highest in the world.
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When a messenger from

~ “Which state is bigger, Han
or Yelang?”
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The messenger was
amazed at the ignorance of
the king, who should com-
_ pare the small Yelang with
~the big Han.
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Etymology of the Chinese Character “X”

human shape to denote “big” or “great”. The ancient
k inscriptions of “X” and “X” were interchangeable,

only to be distinguished in later times.
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The ancient Chinese character of
“X” looks like an erect man from the
front. The ancient people thought that
human beings are great, they take the




