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Four girls went to school
every day by taxi.

One day one of the girls
said, “There’s a test this morn-
ing. Let’s get to school late. Then
we won't have to take the test.”

“What can we tell the
teacher?” one of the girls said.
“He’ll be angry. We'll need a
good excuse.” »

The girls thought for several
moments, then one of them
said, “Let’s tell him that our taxi
had a flat tire.”

“That's a good idea,” the other girls said. “We’ll tell him that.”
They arrived at school an hour later. The test was finished.

“Why are you late?” the teacher asked. “You missed the test.”

“Our taxi had a flat tire,” one of the girls said.

The teacher thought for a moment, then he said, “Sit down, one of
you in each corner of the room.”

The four girls did this. *

Then the teacher said, “Write on a piece of paper the answer to
this question: Which tire was flat?” ,

\

New Words and Expressions

excuse / k'skjuis /n. {112 Mk
several / 'sevaral /adj. JLAMH (£ 31
moment / 'moumant / n. F %l %l

&




flat/ flet /ad). 11

tire /'tara(r)/ n. AChi (SAHRL D tyre)
flat tire #His"

arrive / a'rarv / v. #[ik

miss / mis / v. il A

EXERCISE |

Choose the best answer a, b, ¢ or d, to these questions about the
story.
£ a, b, c. d kit —MEGE G ARENAESE

. A. How did the girls go to school every day?
K (a) by bus

(b) by taxi

(c) by train

(d) they walked

B. Why did the girls want to be late for school?
(a) They did not like school.
(b) They wanted to go shopping.
(c) They had not done their homework.
{d) They did not want to take a test.

C. What was the girls’ excuse for being late?
(a) They got up late.
(b) They could not get a taxi.
Their taxi had a flat tire.
(d) They forgot the time.



D. Why couldn’t the girls answer correctly the teacher’'s ques-
tion?
(a) They couldn’t remember which tire was flat.
(b) There wasn'’t a flat tire.
(c) They each gave a different answer.
(d) All four tires were flat.

Complete the sentences (a) to (d) with phrases from (e) to (h).
M (e) = ( ) SERL ( ) & (d )rJJ/f SEREA) T,

(a) The girls did
not want

(e) which of the taxi's
tires was flat.

(b) The girls arrived (f) “an hour after the

at school \ test finished.

(c) “Our taxi was late L—T%—- (g) it has a flat tire,” one
because ‘ \. of the girls said.

(d) The teacher asked / ~ (h) to take a test.
them

Complete the following sentences about the story by putting in
the missing words.

(6 O AR 1 B I 25 AR B SE Y 0 i .

(a) Four girls __weil  to school every day by taxi.

(b) They did not want to _Z],QL a test so they arrived at
school an hour late.

(c) They ‘;LQL the teacher their taxi had a flat tire.

(d) He did not _EQ(J'!AL them and asked them which tire was
flat.

(e) They could not _(ANSUZ—  this question.



4. Find words in the story that are opposite in meaning to the follow-
ing. '
(ERCH R R 5] SO R ] o

(@ ealy _ it (c) started jl--xm"ﬁ

(b) pleased _ byé [é (d) bad___ el
5. Find words in the story that can be made from the letters in these
words.

RS AL, 2 O B A
(a) tlea (e : (c) teka ‘Jéy
(b) swa was (d) era et

6. Choose the best statement for the following cartoon.
N PR S Y ]

(a) Wil | fail my test if | do that?

| thought you said, “Turn left.”
(c) That's the fifth time I've done that this week.

N Ay L
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Usage M0
Excuse

\ fERHE R . D LZRE] T —ME D (excuse) o HiF
| excuse £ LT # B ik
| 1. Excuse (v.)

MfE “excuse me” (XMAE) ., “s” K&N/z/ o
fn:

Please excuse me, | have to go to the bathroom. -

Excuse me, could you tell me the time?

2. Excuse (n.)

fE 0 Hl” @ Excuse ‘s KEN /s/ an:

Do you have a good excuse for being late?

Every day she thinks a new excuse to tell her
teacher.

EXERCISE I

Write which excuse is in these sentences, a verb (v.) or a noun (n.).
F o5 T iy excuse ZFEIEZ AT 2 FH v. (1) Eon. (&) bR
a) She has a new excuse everyday. /1

b) That's the strangest excuse I've everheard. /1.

c) Please excuse my brother, he is not very polite. _L

d) Excuse me forbeingsolate. _ }..



2. The rlole In the Ground

There was once a farmer who lived near a road.

It was not a busy road, but from time to time, cars passed the
farm.

Near the farm gate, there was a large hole in the road.

This hole was always full of water, and the drivers of the cars
could not see how deep the hole was. They thought it was probably
shallow.

Then when they drove into the hole, they could not drive out be-
cause it was so deep.

The farmer did not spend much time working on his farm. He
spent most of it watching the hole.

When a car drove into it, he pulled the car out with his tractor and
charged the driver a lot of money for doing this.

One day, the driver of a car said to him, “You must make a lot of »
money pulling cars out of this hole night and day.”

“Oh, no,” the farmer said. “l don’t pull cars out of the hole at night.
At night | fill the hole with water.”

/

New Words and Expressions

hole / haul / n. il b yro\oW\’x "
deep/ ditp / adj. % C}\“
probably / 'probabli /ad. Rulfig, Kt

A shallow / ‘feelau / adj. kit ;1’\0 W
spend/ spend/ (spent/ spent)v. Ji (%),

fe (i) % Jollow Ww(

|\ tractor/ 'traekto / n. HifiAl ' L
charge / tfa:dz /v. st /‘d@ 19 AL
fill/ fil /v. # ARRC

e




EXERCISE |

1. Choose the best answer a, b, ¢ or d, to these questions about the
story.
f£ a, b, c, d i —NEEEAMFHEE .

A. Where did the farmer live?
() near a road
(b) in a hole in the road
(c) inalarge car
(d) under a tractor

. Many cars went into the hole because the drivers
(a) were going too fast to stop.
(b),did not see the hole.
c) did not know the hole was very deep.
d) liked driving through water.

C. What did the farmer do all day?
(@/ pulled cars out of the hole in the road
(b) filled the hole with water
(c) laughed at the drivers of the cars
(d) worked on his farm

D. How did the farmer make money?
(a) from growing things
(b) from selling water
(¢) from pulling cars out of the hole
d) from filling the hole with water



2. Complete the sentences (a) to (d) with phrases from (e) to (h).
fA-(e) £ (h) %l (a) £ (d) MATEET .

(a) The road was not ° » (e) that was always

busy but \ / full of water.
(b) There was a hole -/\ v, (f) pulling them out

in the road ( of the hole.

(c) Many drivers drove \0\ (g) cars passed from
into the hole because / time to time.

(d) The farmer charged (h) they did not know
people for it was deep.

3. Find words in the story that are opposite in meaning to the

following.
FER I 4R 1 F 910 3a 0 2 S .

(a) far __poal" (c) shallow ]ri
(b) never_aiwoyS (d) a little g o lot s‘f

4. Complete the following sentences about the story by putting in

the missing words.
TE T FIA RAR S ) 728 BT ARIE b ATBRAY 4] .

(a) There was a hole ___ it aroad near a farm.
(b) This hole was always ;L of water.

(c) Many cars drove into _l_ hole.

(

d) A farmer charged the _iqu to pull them out of the
hole with his tractor.

(e) Atnight he ;’.&M_ the hole with water.



