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Unit I

The story described in *‘Mackintosh?* took plhce around
1910 on the island of Talua, one of the islands of the Sa-
moan Group, which lies in the south of the Pacific Ocean.
At that time the Samoan Group of Islands was part of the
British Empire and was ruled by a British Governor who
lived on the main island of Apia. Each of the islands was
ruled by an administrator. Because of the great distances
between the islands, graa’gﬂnmtors could often rule just
as they liked.

Somerset Maugham travelled all over the South Seas
and many of his short. stories happened in these islands,
‘‘Mackintosh’’ being one of them.

““The Legend of Sleepy Hollow®’ is part of the experi-
ences of another author, Washington Irving, when he was
in the Hudson River Valley. Irving, born in 1783, was the

first author from the U. S. to win international fame.
 When Irving was a child, there were still reminders of
Indian Life and Dutch colonization in his native city, New
York. His first work, a humorous account of his natiire_
town, enabled him to visit Europe. There, under the guid-
ance of such famous literary men as Sir Walter Scott and
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W. M. Thackeray,-lrving broadened his view of life. lie
became far more than just a recorder of his local life.

: Part A
Mackintosh

W. S. Maugham

I. The Road

‘Afger breakfast-Mackififodit@walled across the dry grass
to a large hut that was his offi®%¥ Afthough it was still
early in the morning, the heafwas a¥féally making Mack-
intosh feel uncdngfortz_able. He had beenv¥on the island of
Talua! for two years and he was nothappy.

Mackintosh did not 1ike the heat. Also, he could not
speak the language of the people of Talua and he was very
lonely. Before breakfast Mackintosh had tried to go for a
swim in the Pacific. But he had found the water warm and
salty. - Also, l;e could not go far out in the sea because
of the dangerous sharks.?

Mackintosh went into the office. It svas a large room
with two desks in it. The large desk belonged to Walker,
who was the administrator®, Mackintosh workeéd at the
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other gcsa wanen was mucn smaller and placed against the
wall on one side of the room.,

There was a bench along the other side of the room.
Some of the villagers were sitting on this bench, They were
waiting for Walker who had not yet arrived. Mackmtoslt
said good morning to the villagers and sat down at his
small desk and began his work.

Mackintosh was a careful worker. Walker liked to talk
a lot but he did not like writing reports. Walker left all
the written work to Mackintosh.

When Walker came into the office, all the villagers
stood up and tried to speak to him, The villagers wanted
to finish their ‘business ip gliameffice and retusn home.
Walker shouted at ti€fhy Se1¥Tnd: Shdered thezxi‘\‘ t6 sit
down. He told thffmt¥Be guict. of beWpuld order the
policeman to thr§w ¥nemJaN. outhof the office,

Mackintosh higed t¥sit i thedeme office as Walker,
Mackintosh thought Thef 'Walket wdg#fde to the people of
tae island. But, strangely, the people of Talua seemed to
like Walker. Walker had been administrator for so many
years that the people looked on him as a father who was
often ar'lgry and rude. They were certainly afraid of Walker
and they always did what he ordered them to do.

Walker started the business and discussed the problems
and questions that the villagers had brought to him. ‘

Mackintosh sat quietly and tried to get on with his -
writing. But Walker talked loudly ‘and often shouted at the
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- villagers. It was so noisy that Mackintosh found it difficult
to do any work at all.
~ It was nearly twelve o’clock before- Walker came to the
_ most important business of the morning. Walker had kept
_ four villagers from the village of Matautu waiting until the
—-end. Walker wanted these villagers to do some work for
him. When all the other people had left, Walker called to
the four villagers and they came and stood in front of his
desk, ;
Three of the men stood a little behind the tallest man.
This man’s name was Tangatu and he was the chief of the
village of Matautu. The other three were headmen* in the
villeg.
\ kctings‘ Tangatu,” saifl Walker,
Tangatu and the three headfeén feplied to Walker’s
grectings but they did not seem’ Very happy.
‘I have called you to my office this morning,” Walker
. continued, ‘tc discuss a very important matter, You all know
- how important it is for tﬁcipeople of Talua to have good
r_ﬂ roads all over the island. The roads make life more com+
=" fortable for you. You can go quickly from one village to

ter, and you can take your crops mote easily to the



Matautu,® said Walker. *There is no road going from your
village to the coast. This road would be very useful for
you and I want you to make this road,” '

Walker stood up and showed the villagers of Matautu
a map of the island of Talua hung on the wall. Walker
explained to them exactly where he wanted the road to go.
The roads that the villagers made were not like modern
roads. The villagers simply cut down any trees in the way.
Then they moved all the large stones to the sides and the
road was made, Walker told the villagers that it would be
very easy to make the road from Matautu to the coast.

When Walker had finished, there was silence in the
room. Tangatu and the three headmien stood 'i‘m_l fro;lt of
his desk and looked down at the floor. 2

. *What’s wrong with you?’ asked Walker in a2 loud
voice. ‘Haven’t you understood what I have told you?

There was another silence that lasted for a few mo-
ments. Then Tangatu lifted up his head and looked at
Walker, Tangatu'was very afraid of Walker, but at last
he spoke,

‘How much will you pay us for making this road?
Tangatu asked quietly and fearfully,

Walker was surprised at Tangatu’s question. And
Mackintosh stopped writing altogether in order to listen to
what was happening, .

‘I will pay you what I have always paid for making
roads,’ shouted Waiker. ‘I will pay you twenty pounds.’

- 7' b T e -50



