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LESSON ONE
PORTRAIT OF A TEACHER

The night before last, just before dinner,
while my father was lookmg through the even-
ing paper, he suddenly fet out a cry of sur-
prise. Later he explained: “I had thought that
he had died at least twemty years ago. But can
you believe that my first teacher, Mr. Cros-
sett, is still living? He is eighty-four years old
and yesterday the Department of Education
gave him a medal for having completed sixty
years of teaching. Sixty years! Can you imagine
it? He gave up teaching only two years ago.
He lives in Deleville, which is only about an
hour’s ride from here. Henry, tomorrow is
Saturday. Let’s drive over there in the after-
noon and say hello to him.”

The next afternoon my father and I drove
over to Deleyille to see Mr. Crossett. Every-
one in the t wn knew him so we had no trou-
ble in finding his house. When he came to the
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door, my father recognized him at once
although, of course, he was now a very old
man,

“Mr. Crossett,” said my father, “will you
permit an old pupil to shake hands with you?”

Mr. Crossett looked at us curiously.

“An old pupil? I'm sorry but ... your
name?”

My father told him his name — Albert
Borden, the year in which he had studied, and
the name of the school.

The old man drooped his head and began
to murmur to himself my father’s name. Sud-
denly he looked up.

o 2 o



“Albert Borden? Your father was an engi-'
neer, and you lived very near the school.”

“Exactly,” said my father, shaking the old
man’s hand.

Later my father and Mr. Crossett talked
for about half an hour of things and persons
they remembered in the school. The old man’s
hands shook constantly, and he explained to
my father how this shaking had begun two
years before, and how he had been forced to
give up his teaching because of this. Otherwise
he would still be working, because his heart
.and soul were still in the schoolroom with his
students. He went to a closet and after a
moment brought out a package, marked with
name and date. Out of the package he drew a
paper and gave it to my father. It was marked
with my father’s name and with the month and
the year. It was one of my father’s own copy-
book exercises! Mr. Crossett thus kept a record
of all his old students. My father read the
exercise and tears came to his eyes.

On the way home my father told me of an
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incident that took place on his first day at
school in Mr. Crossett’s class. During the
course of the lesson Mr. Crossett noticed that
one of the students looked sick and feverisi.
He walked to the student’s desk and put his hand
on the child’s forehead. While his back was
turned another student in the class got up from
his seat, and began to make faces just to make
the other students laugh. Mr. Crossett turned
rap1d1y and glared at the student.

“Don’t do that again,” he said quictly but
fxrmly Then he went back to his desk and
“went on with the lesson. After a while he put
down his book, looked at the students in
silence for several minutes, then said:

“My friends, we have to spend this year
together and we must try to spend it together
happily. You should study hard and be good
students. I do not want you simply to promise
me with words that you will be good. I want
you to show me with your hearts that here we
are all part of one big family. I want to be
proud of you.”
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At this moment the bell rang announcing
the end of class. One by one the students got
up from their seats and left the room quietly.
The boy who had made faces, however, went
up to Mr. Crossett’s desk and in a trembling
voice said:

“I’m sorry, sir!”

Mr. Crossett patted
him affectionately on
the head and said:

“Do not think any = (s
more about it, my son. |
Here we are all good
friends.” ‘

WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS

portrait ['po:trit] n. H{R, ER; #E, A\DiHES
an evening paper i
let out JiHi; RiH; 5%
least [li:st] n. F/b; 5
at least FE/b, &1
Crossett [kro'set] 7% 24s (i)
department [di'paitment] n. (7, £LEHHH) ¥, R,
ik, 7 kM) & ’
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the Department of Education Z&HIB
complete [kom'pliit] vt 52iR, %ﬁ
imagine [i'maedzin] of. #%; ik

vi. BREK

Deleville [dele'vil, 'delovil] &4k /R (Hb4&)
ride n. (5h); FCE M

an hour’s ride FHE /%R
Henry ['henri] % #|(H4)
say hello to ... [i]-++--[a]#4F
recognize ['rekagnaiz] vf. AIH;IAH; &K
- permit [pa'mit] vt. & vi. &FF; &%
shake hands £
" curiously ['kjusriosli] adv. 4FZFHb
Albert Borden ['mlbat'bo:don] Ff JR1f14%E - R (A &)
droop tdru:p] vi. & ot. ()®T
murmur ['mo:ma] vi. & vt. KB ¥k RER.
engineer [endzi'nia] n. 72NN ; HWi
talk of %3, i3]
constantly ['konstontli] adv. 2%l K7 Hb
otherwise ['adowaiz] adv. 7 N; EAR
schoolroom ['sku:lrum] n. #%2
closet ['klozit] n. BEe#; /Npiial; #pkst
package ['pakidz] n. {23%;{0%k
mark vt. FRB3;PEIRS T, BIRET
copybook ['kopibuk] n. Z]7il: 214
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tecord ['reko:d] n. TR, L& BH
record [ri'ko:d] vi. & wvi. 'Lai, BE:FFH)
incident ['insidant] n. /hERff; U, 3B IY) 46 ths (Big
) F, Fif
course [ko:s] n. FE;2uk;EEk
during the course of #g--+---fysd Fh; fE------ ]
feverish ['fi:verif] adj. REH, AR LRI
announce [a'nauns] vi. Fi; FM; RE
tremble ['trembl] vi. R$}IER
pat vt. & vi. ;P EE
.affectionately [o'fekfnitli] adv. FEFEEHTSH; 2T Hb

NOTES TO THE TEXT

1. PORTRAIT OF A TEACHER —{i¥IfithSm®,
Bk portrait FIA“AFHMBE",

2. The night before last, just before dinner, while my
father was looking through the evening paper, he
suddenly let out a cry of surprise. #fXE: L, BR7EE:
WA, BARAERBRMA, AR T —75,

look through 7EML# A give a rapid look over
“Di 88" fm:
I have looked through all the magazines on the
desk. RALHE LRYREMME T —M.
. let out a cry of surprise = cry out in surprise
3. I had thought that he had died at least twenty years
« 7 o



ago. RELCHBEI=ERREBEET,

FPIEEDIAAT E %2R (had thought) &
RO, AR LAy B think, hope, want, mean
SFhiand R RmEt, A ARE TG ZR Y SINER,
AR TEREES,

We had hoped to be able to come and see you.
WA KATHERERFB LR,

They had wanted to help but could not get here
in time. 1AL, BRI ESX E,

41 i ago 1A A before 47X THE, LARA:3),

4. ...and yesterday the Department of Education gave
him a medal for having completed sixty years of
teaching. «eee: EXRBFHEMEEATEmmERE T
— R,

having completed 2zh&iRERR, ENiA for 15
i, @RAZRXUEEYH.)

5. ... so we had no trouble in finding his house. #f24
“F ... so we found his house without any difficulty.
------ HRMNZEARIRA T R,

trouble 7eix B2 “HME"HZEE, fn:
I’m having some trouble in doing this maths pro-
blem. FAEMOXEHHEE, BR —LRE,

6. Later my father and Mr. Crossett talked for about
half an hour of things and persons they remembered

in the school. )53k FEATE TR W MLIIH
o ¥ e



RBIC ML B AL T HREEN Bk,
talk of = talk about ¥Z, i3]

‘7. Otherwise he would still be working, because his

“10.

11.

heart and soul were still in the schoolroom with his
students. EARMBIEHD, BEAMLHIHAREIRE
LRty afIE—E, ;

4 he would still be working ZEMIER, £5H
— R, (ERRESBRELDER.)
It was one of my father’s own copybook exercises!
XREBRLFEH—RIAFE

own REHERARAFFTHEEE, LANBRES.
Jm:

I saw it with my own eyes. %2 ¥IRF LAY,

They took him as one of their own. flbfiliEb24
TEHC A,
On the way home my father told me of an incident
that took place on his first day at school in Mr.
Crossett’s class. ZEBIRKETH, KEARIETHE—
REFMERD ERHEERRE LREN—HE,
... here we are all part of one big family, seee- T

EKHRMMBRRKES H— o

At this moment the bell rang announcing the end

of class. XH TIRE&W T



EXERCISES

I. Answer the following questions:

1. Why did the boy’s father suddenly let out a cry
of surprise while he was looking through the
evening paper?

1) What had he thought about Mr. Crossett
before he read the news?
2) How old was his teacher then?

2. How many years of teaching had Mr. Crossett
completed?

3. Why did the Department of Education give him
a medal? i

4. Tell when and how the boy’s father and his,
teacher met again.

1) Where did the father and the son drive aver.
to the next day?
2) Did they have any trouble in findipg. the
teacher’s house? Why not? |
3) Did the father recognize his teacher-at .once?
Did the teacher recognize the boy’s father .
immediately? J
4) What did Mr. Crossett say then?

5. What did the boy’s father and his teacher talk .

about?
e 10 -



1) When did Mr. Crossett give up his teaching?
Why?

2) Was he glad or sorry to give it up?

3) Did Mr. Crossett love his teaching? How do
you know?

. Say something about the package Mr. Crossett

kept.

1) What did Mr. Crossett bring out after a
moment?

2) What was it marked with?

3) What did Mr. Crossett draw out of the pac-
kage?

4) What was the paper marked with?

5) What paper was it?

6) Why did Mr. Crossett keep the paper?

. Tell about the incident that took place on Al-

bert Borden’s first day at school in Mr. Cros-

sett’s class.

1) What did Mr. Crossett notice during the
course of the lesson? What did he do then?

2) What did one of the other students do while
Mr. Crossett’s back was turned?

3) Did Mr. Crossett get angry? What did he
say to the student?

4) Did Mr. Crossett stop the lesson?
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5) What did he say before the end of class?
6) What did the boy whc had made faces say
to Mr. Crossett after class?
" 7) What did Mr. Crossett do and say?
II. For each word or phrase in Column B find a word
or phrase of similar meaning in Column A:

A B
1. portrait — stop doing something
2. permit — let the head or eyes move
down
3. murmur —— say: or tell
4. constantly PSR )
5. sick — continuously
6. announce — say in a low voice
7. droop — allow
8. give up — photograph or painting of a
person

III. Fill in each blank with the right word, then choose
the correct order of the following sentences to form
a passage according to the text:
1. He loved his work very much and still kept a
record of all his old —.
2. Althou{;h he was over —, he still wished he
could be working.
3. Mr. Crossett had been a —_ for sixty years. .
.12 e



