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Before You Read

Here are some things you can do to help you read
for information.

Tables

Tables support or provide additional information on a page.
A table is a list of information presented, so it is easy to
read. What can you learn from the table on page 16?
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Problem and Solution

History texts often explain problems and how they are
solved. History books explain what leads up to a problem.
They also tell about the solutions people tried, and they
explain how those solutions affected other things.

Look at how the problem and solution are shown in the
boxes below.

The early settlers needed Indentured servants came
workers to help clear the over from

land. England to help in
the colonies.

Problem Solution

) @ &
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------------------------------------------
.

colonist a person who
was born or lived in a
colony

... colonization the
establishment of a
settlement that is
controlled by a
distant country

This map shows the
colonization of the
New World,

---------------------------------
.

condition the way that a

person or thing is or exists This slave cabin is in
- good condition.

Reading for Information



------------------------------

enslaved person a
worker who is the
property of
another person

plantation owner a
person who owns or
manages a plantation

plantation a large estate or
farm where one crop is
grown

History



| Working Together

Think about how your household works. Everyone has
different jobs to do to make things run smoothly. You are
all working together for the common good of your family.

| In early America, there was a system where many people
worked together. However, some people were forced to
work without benefiting from their work.

The Big Question

How did the plantation

system grow and develop
in early America?

6 Reading for Information






| The Southern Plantation

orth America was a wilderness when the first European
N colonists arrived in the 1500s. A colonist is a person
who was born or lived in a colony. Colonies were set up along
the eastern coast. This was called colonization. Colonization
is the establishment of a settlement that is controlled by a
distant country. The English colonies were established along
the Atlantic Coast of the New World.

The people who settled in the southern colonies were looking
for gold. They did not find gold, but they discovered the land
was rich and good for farming. The warm climate and regular
rainfall helped the crops grow. However, the land needed to be
cleared for planting. That meant
cutting down thousands of
trees, moving stones, and
preparing the soil to
plant seeds.

Landowners in the
South cleared the
land to grow crops
for money.

8 Reading for Information



The colonists needed help preparing the land for farming.
Indentured servants were the first people to help the colonists.
Indentured servants were usually English citizens who had no
money or land of their own in England. The landowners in the
colonies paid for their trip to the New World. In return, the
indentured servants worked for the landowners until their debt
was paid off. Then they were free to leave and seek their own
fortunes.

Everyone worked together to clear large areas of land for crops.
These were known as plantations. A plantation is a large farm
where one main crop is grown. Plantations began in Virginia and
Maryland and slowly grew throughout the southern colonies.
Plantations developed as landowners discovered how profitable
crops were when they were grown in large amounts.

Some of the larger plantations had many different buildings
and were spread out on a large area of land.

(@Main house @ Tobacco barn @) Tobacco fields
@Kitchen (®Stable Wharf
| ®Garden (®Slave quarters
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