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Foreword

The publication of Resources for Teaching English for Specific Purposes from
the Foreign Languages and Literature Department of Taiwan Cheng Kung University
is an exciting development that reflects the growing interest in ESP throughout Asia,
and around the world as a whole. The ESP approach to teaching has a very long
history within English as a Second/Foreign Language. Even so, many graduates
entering the English teaching profession and even some practicing ELT teachers are
often confused by ESP’s basic premise and the ways in which the needs, language
requirements, and teaching methodologies of ESP are ascertained and realized.
In view of this, Resources for Teaching English for Specific Purposes provides
an excellent introduction to the fundamental concepts of ESP and a good set of
resources that can support novice and even experienced teachers who are required or
would like to teach an ESP course.

Wenli Tsou, Shin-Mei Kao, and their collaborators start with the basics by
defining what ESP is and describing the complex history of ESP. They then face up
to the challenges of implementing an ESP course by addressing the critical issues
of teacher empowerment, collaboration with English Mediated Instruction (EMI)
teachers, and an understanding of English as an International Language (EIL). From
this bold starting point, they delve deeper into ESP teaching by providing insights
into a wide spectrum of ESP principles and practices including needs analysis,
curriculum design, teaching methodology, authenticity, and the introduction of
computer-assisted learning tools. They then conclude the book by looking at an often
undiscussed but nevertheless important aspect of ESP course design, the planning
and implementation of a successful ESP assessment program.

One of the most impressive aspects of Resources for Teaching English for
Specific Purposes is revealed by taking a brief look at the Table Of Contents. Each

chapter of the book can be seen to be written by one or more of the authorities



ii

on ESP within a Chinese context. Having so many eminent scholars in Taiwan
working together on a single project is a wonderful display of collaborative effort.
Furthermore, in Resources for Teaching English for Specific Purposes, the chapter
authors can be seen to have gone to great efforts to present a clear and coherent
whole. The result is an interesting and useful volume.

Novice and practicing ESP teachers in China and other Asian countries will
undoubtedly benefit from the comprehensive and in-depth coverage of the key
concepts and fundamental issues in this volume. What’s more, the topics covered
in this volume are discussed through the unique contexts of teaching ESP in Asia,
such as the pressures to offer EMI courses, the distinctions between teaching
ESP to English majors and non-majors, and the importance of assessment and
accountability. To a large extent, unique pedagogical realities can often bring new
meanings to fundamental ESP concepts and issues. Seen in this light, readers from
outside of China, even those who are already familiar with the key ESP-related
issues and concepts covered in this volume, may find the discussions of these issues

and concepts richly contextualized and, thus, compelling and intriguing.

Laurence Anthony and An Cheng
2014/05/23
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