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As Peter and Jane walked through the village they
saw a policeman they knew. He came over to ask them

if they had seen a boy he wanted to find.

“His name is Ron Dare,” he said. “He’s fourteen
years old and he has red hair. You may know him as
he used to stay near this village for his holidays.”

Peter and Jane said that they did not know the boy
and had not seen him. Peter asked the policeman why
he wanted to find him.

“He’s run away,” he answered. “He hasn’t been
seen for a week. A little motor boat is missing from
his father’s holiday house near here, and I think the
boy may have it.”

After they had left the policeman, the brother and
sister walked on towards the beach. They were going
to help their cousins John and Simon to paint their
motor boat. On the way they talked about the missing
boy. “I’d like to help him,” said Jane. “He can’t be
happy if he’s run away like that. He won’t be able to
live on his own for very long if he’s only fourteen.”

“As he has red hair he should be found quite easily,”
said Peter.






John and Simon had just started work on their motor
boat. It had been pulled away from the water’s edge
so that they could walk round it as they worked. Both
the boys wore old clothes. They were glad to see their

cousins arrive.

Peter and Jane also wore old clothes as they knew
they would get dirty. It didn’t worry them that they
had to do some dirty work. They liked to help their
cousins and work on the boat. They knew that they
would soon go out to sea in it again.

Peter told his cousins about the policeman, the
missing boy and the boat. Both John and Simon said
that they hadn’t seen the red haired boy or the boat. “I
hope that he’s not had an accident,” said Simon.

After working for some time they stopped for a rest
and to have the food and drink they had brought.

As they sat looking out to sea they saw some smoke
a long way out. “What’s that smoke?” asked Jane.

“It seems to come from the island,” said Simon,
“but nobody should be there. I think there’s someone

on the island.”






As soon as the paint on the motor boat and dinghy
had dried, Peter, Jane and their two cousins went to
the island. They wanted to see if anyone was there.
They had no news of the missing boy and they thought
he might be hiding on the island.

After they had pulled their dinghy up the beach,
they looked around. At first they could see no sign
that anyone had come to the island. Then they
walked along the beach looking for signs of a boat,
or footprints in the sand.

“Come over here!” Simon called to the others.
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“Come and look at this!” They all ran across to Simon,

who was by some rocks.

“A footprint!” said John. “I don’t think it’s one of
ours.” Then each of them made a footprint by the one
Simon had found. “Not one of them is the same,” said

John. “Ours are too small or too big.”

“This footprint looks as if it might have been made

by the boy who is missing,” said Simon.

“First smoke and now the footprint,” said John.
“Let’s look for a boat. If it’s here it will mean that the

boy is hiding on the island now.”






Before they started to search for the boat, the four
talked together.

“Could a boy pull a boat out of the water and hide
it by himself?” asked John.

“Not a big boat,” answered Simon. Then he asked,
“How big is the missing boat?”

“The policeman said it was a very small dinghy
with an outboard engine,” said Peter.

“Then it could be done,” said Simon. “Come on,
everyone, let’s start. Search the sands first for signs
where the boat came out of the water.”

Although they looked for some time they didn’t
find the boat. Simon called the others together and
said, “I know what the boy has done. He’s made the
sand smooth again after the boat made marks on it.”

“Yes,” agreed John, “he may have smoothed out
the marks, so that nobody would know he was here.
Search further away from the water!”

After a few minutes the others heard Peter call. He
was by some trees not far from the water. “Here it is,”
he said. “I’ve found the boat!”

They stood round and looked down at the boat. “Just
as we thought,” said Simon. “A very small dinghy
with an outboard engine.”
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“We don’t really know whose boat it is,” said John.
“Is there a name-plate on it? Sometimes a dinghy has
a name-plate which tells you the owner’s name. Let’s
have a careful look.”

Simon and John looked round the outside of the
boat, but no name-plate and no owner’s name could
be found. Then John looked inside the little dinghy.

“Here we are,” he said. “I can see an envelope under the
seat and it has a name on it.” He picked up the envelope
and looked in it. There was no letter inside. He turned
the envelope over and read out the name “Ron Dare”.

“That’s the name the policeman gave,” said Peter.
“Ron Dare is the name of the missing boy.”

“I can’t read any more because part of the envelope
1s wet,” said John.

“It’s enough,” said Simon. “It’s enough to tell us
that this is the missing boat, and that Ron Dare is on
the island.”

They decided to make a search of the island for the
boy. When they found him they would tell him that
they wanted to help him. They agreed that it would be
best to search the summer house first.
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“Keep a careful look-out,” said Simon to the
others, as they started to walk up the hill towards
the summer house.

“Yes,” said John. “The boy doesn’t know that we
want to be friends with him. If he sees us he may be
frightened and hide or run away. How can we let him
know that we want to be friendly?”

“We could call out when we see him,” said Jane.
“We could call his name and say we are friends.”

“That may not stop him running away if he’s
frightened,” said Simon. “Perhaps we could leave a
message in writing somewhere. We could leave one
in his boat.”

Then they decided to go back to the little dinghy
and leave a message in it. They were afraid that the
boy might get to the boat before they were able to
talk to him.

John wrote a message on a piece of paper. It said
“To Ron Dare. We are friends. We want to help you.
Come to the summer house on the hill. Simon, John,
Jane, Peter.”

They pinned the paper to the seat of the dinghy and
then they all started off up the hill again.
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When they arrived at the summer house they made a
quick search of all the rooms. However, there seemed
to be no sign of Ron Dare.

One of the windows was open, but Jane remembered
they had left it open the last time they were there.

They all went to talk things over in the room with the
big window. Then they decided to make a more careful
search of the house. “I don’t think the boy is in the
house now,” said Simon, “but we ought to know if he’s
been here. Let’s look in each room very carefully.”

John went to look round the outside of the house.
He soon appeared outside the window which had
been left open. “There’s a footprint out here below
the window,” he said. “It looks like the one we found
on the beach. Perhaps Ron Dare got into the house by
this open window.”

They heard Jane calling from the kitchen and they
went in to see her. “Some tins of food are missing,”
she told them.

“Are you sure?” Simon asked.

“Oh yes,” Jane answered. “lI remember that I
counted fourteen tins when we were here last time,
and now there are only nine.”



