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Abstract

The year of 2014 is very critical for Turkish politics. The local election of
March 30th had a great significance for the development of Turkish politics. It is
not only an opinion poll for the ruling Justice and Development Party ( AK
Party ) , but also a vote of confidence for Recep Tayyip Erdogan himself. In the
article “ Turkey’s Local Election Observation Report in 2014” | the writer argues that a
series of events happened in 2013 such as the Gezi Park Protests, the Corruption
Case of Erdogan Government and the Conflicts between AK Party and Giilen
Movement has brought many uncertainties for the local election, presidential
election and parliamentary election. However, the final result of local election
reaffirmed the powerful support base of AK Party and also provided a solid
foundation for Recep Tayyip Erdogan to win the first direct presidential election by
virtue of high votes in the history of the Republic of Turkey. Therefore, AK Party
has yielded the so called “electoral hegemony” party. This does not only mean that
the AK Party will most likely win the coming parliamentary election, but also
maintain the party’s stable domination in Turkish politics.

However, Erdogan’s success in the local and presidential elections could not
cover the sustained division of the Turkish society. Giilen Movement described in
the article Islamic Sufi in Turkey is a good example. As one of the major steps of
Turkish secular reforms, Kemal regime enacted the No. 667 decree which banned
all Sufi orders in 1925. From then on, Sufi orders such as Bektagi, Mevlevi,
Naksibendi, Sileymanci, Kadiri, Tijani, and Rufai lost their legitimacy, but they
developed rapidly in the process of democracy. Their religion, politics, economy
and cultural activities have had an important influence on Turkish modernization.
Turkish Sufi tutors and Islamic thinkers interpreted Islam according to the needs of
time. They broke through the framework of traditional Sufi orders and formed

new Sufi movements such as Nurcu Movement and Giilen Movement. As a civil
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social movement in the religious sense, these new Sufi movements develop
education and media business, take part in party politics and facilitate economic
construction, which leads to the rise of a vital social power in Turkey.
Nevertheless, these movements have conflict with the ruling Justice and
Development Party (AKP), and Erdogan once denounced Giilen Movement for
the cases of the government corruption.

The stable ruling of AKP and Erdogan’s success are closely related to the
favorable economic situation in Turkey. Even though Turkey is the 16th largest
economy in the world, its economic development is no longer an apparent
advantage. The article Turkey’s Macroeconomic Situation in 2014 pointed out that
2013 could even be seen as a watershed in Turkey’s economic development. After
the social and political crises in 2013, the Turkish economy developed slowly and
its GDP growth declined to —=2. 7% (current US$ ) in 2014. According to the
World Bank’s Doing Business Report, Turkey’s business environment in 2014
ranked No. 69 in the world, increasing by 3 places compared with that of 2013.
However, there is still a lot of foreign capital flight in the good business
environment mainly because of its economic development pattern. As Turkey’s
economic development depends too much on credit consumption and real estate, it
has been on the edge of the bubble burst in the global economic malaise.

The article TUSIAD and Its Influence on Turkey’s Domestic and Foreign Affairs
mainly introduced the Turkish Industry and Business Association. Since its
foundation in 1971, this organization has developed fast, increased its economic
independence gradually and promoted the governmental democracy as well as
Turkish diplomacy. In 2014, this association took part in many important
activities, requiring the government to enforce reforms and promoting the
development of democratization. With the development of relationship between
China and Turkey in economy and trade, it is highly necessary to enhance the
understanding of this organization.

The immediacy of information is a remarkable feature of globalization.
[nnumerable information can be spread immediately by hi — tech media and builds a
strong public opinion environment, as a result, influences people’s value

judgment. For the China — Turkey relationship, the media also play a key role.
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This report includes two articles about Chinese and Turkish media. Mass Media in
Turkey and 2014 Turkish Media Events sketched the general situation of Turkish
broadcast, television, Internet and the other mass media, and also several important
media events in 2014 such as the prohibition of Twitter. This article is conducive
for us to understand the situation and policies of Turkish media and provides us
with a reference for the communication with media in Turkey. Socal
Representations of Turkey on Chinese Media focused on the social representations of
four Chinese newspapers about Turkey. It used “Turkey” and “China — Turkey”
as key search words in the titles and body news texts from the four Chinese
media—People’s Daily, China Youth Daily, Xinjiang Daily and Xinmin Evening News
from 2013 to 2014. The study demonstrated that Chinese media covered a wide
range such as Turkish politics, economy, culture, border conflicts and so on and
shared the same position, and that the reports presented a positive image of Turkey
to the public. However, these media generally neglected the public concerns,
lacked the representations on people’s livelihood and the common concerns of both
countries and were marked by a differental representations due to the varied
orientations. Therefore, this article intends to offer some suggestions for Chinese
media to rethink and adjust the reports about Turkey.

China — Turkey relations can be developed and deepened from a broader
perspective. New Initiatives and Mechanisms on China — Turkey Relations is a pious
attempt. As new rising countries, both China and Turkey are going to play more
important roles in the international stage. The Silk Road Economic Belt, Shanghai
Cooperation  Organization ( SCO ) and Conference on Interaction and
Confidence — Building Measure in Asia ( CICA ) all represent China’ s new
diplomatic strategy of different levels. Since China — Turkey relations has been
upgraded to the level of strategic partnership in 2010, the bilateral relationship of
China and Turkey has entered a period of comprehensive and rapid development.
In reality, the two countries has many convergences of interests in the fields of
diplomacy, economy, energy and fighting for terrorism and so on. Based on the
post — Cold War international system, this article aims to examine the new
developments of China — Turkey relations since the beginning of 21st century from

the perspective of global —local politics.
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In 2014, Turkey faces a serious challenge of an international affair, which is
the so called Syrian refugee problem. As one of the most important international
problems, international refugee will have a significant impact on the receiving
country’s economy, society and diplomacy, and the problem - solving needs the
committed efforts of international community. Up until now, the 4 year — long
Syrian crisis has resulted in nearly 4 million refugees, most of which have fled to its
neighboring countries while Turkey top the list. In the article Turkey’s Syrian
Refugee Problem in 2014 and Its Influence on Turkey’s Foreign Policy, the author gives a
detailed description of the important attempts Turkey has made to solve the Syrian
refugee problem, such as formulating the policy of opening borders to Syrian
refugees, establishing 24 refugee camps and so on. However, the continuation of
conflicts and the increasing of refugee’s number will also bring a series of problems
related to economy development, social stability and national security to Turkey.
Apart from that, this situation will also exert great influence on Turkey’s
relationships with Middle Eastern region, Western countries as well as international

organizations.
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