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Art and Humor
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‘JAM)
illions of people struggle o)&ﬁkﬁ each morning, fumble Lto

some clothes, and make their way to a cup of coffee and the
morning newspaper. They need something cheerful to remind them
that the rest of the day will be less difficult than getting up. This
“need may be the reason that many of them turn their half-opened
eyes to the comﬁs_ section of the newspaper as they sip their first
cups of coffee of the day.

Cartoons Eil_e‘ct times and the troubles and worries of peo-
ple. They give people ah opportunity to laugh at themselves and at
familiar situations. In times of p pefﬁy, example, cartoons
show people enjoying the good economic situation. They also make
fun of the problems that people make for themselves —like making a
problem out of which type of car to buy. In hard times—times of
economic troubles — people want someone or something to blame
their troubles on. Cartoons provide scapegoats. They also help peo-
ple to see the humor in a not-so-funny situation. For example, a
cartoon might say that the government of a country is responsible
for the bad economy and also show the government leaders as a

group of ndnculous people eﬁ able to use the leaders as scape-
goats® and to laugh at th'g 1&

about their situation.

somehow makes people feel better

Cartoons also make people laugh at their own personal worries.
Young people who. are not always sure of how to act can smile at
their ‘clawkwardness. Old people whose grown children pay little at-
tention to them can Me at their neglect and loneliness. Students
who have studied too little before an examination can laugh at their

anxiety. Everyone’s problems are made bigger-than-life} in th¢

WIEN
comics. Perhaps the problems seem funny because there is Hatmorin >

__2._



something that is real being made unreal.

A cartoon combines art and humor. When it is skillfully done,

a simple line drawing and a few words can make people laugh.
Their troubles seem less important, and they enjoy life more fully.

R en S b e

wH. mAE4da
make one’s way CRMEM) E , R
laugh at %, K
make fun of BE, 8%, FmE
be responsible for Xt HHAE, XK
be sure of BE -, X--HFEE
smile at Xf oo R

T B

1. struggle out of bed #HILEFEE
2. scapegoat (X% - [HANPHAMEREE, BRARIE
3. bigger than life XT4FERZTK

o oR o

Comprehension Questions

Why do many people turn their eyes first to the comics section of
the newspaper?

How do cartoons reflect the reality of life?

Why is it said that cartoons are a combination of art and humor?
How can cartoons make people laugh?

What are the personal worries mentioned in this passage?

_3_.



6. Why are all these problems made bigger-than-life in the comics?
7. What is the real function of humor and art in life?
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