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Chapter 1 Main Features of Legal English | 001

> 1. &R (Precisg or Exact)

IEHFOLT i R SRR, iRl 4 95 4%+ 4K (with great exactness) , B 4 —
B BAR L A B SR ICT , B B B R R AR R, R SR E
AFAEHE D B U ( principle of presumed intent) , {HHAS 5 32 St 7, 45 181 SCF 548 2 %
B R RS B HE— R

55 P R TRREB SO SCF R A — , WA A4 .

The Charter required that directors “shall be elected on a vote of the stockholders representing

not less than two-thirds of outstanding capital stock of the corporation”.

FR 5 B AR - B0 ST =00 Z TR U A (a candidate to be elected
needs the votes of two-thirds of the stockholders)

ZITMRA R« kA =402 — % H % (two-thirds of the stockholders must
be present at the meeting at which the election is held)

What'’s the judge’s opinion?

— T EMEEARLIES T — 08, 2R EE:

The remainder of the testator’s property should be “divided equally between all of ou:!

nephews and nieces on my wife’s side and my niece”.

WL ZE %S “ between” —AIEGEEAR I o 7808 A BOZE T — 7 (AR SRS 4 i —
BAEH 22 AL RIS RS SRR A T 22 MR,
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F—RITHARN—F SN L7 B RFEHG =AU 5N AN 2 X 2B VR 7

FRHERRZ B, BT

o FRLEIARIEBE(TXAR).

o T (i FEA 4% & XAl , W all, none, perpetuity, never, unavoidable,

o [ B A 4o %] B A X 94815 , 4N and no more ({Y 2 ) , shall not constitute a
waiver ( A~ B X HAUF| 735 ) , shall not be deemed a consent ( AL 41 4 [F) B ) 4 28 ik
T

o (& X FEiZ a4 15, tn including but not limited to (f2F{H AFRF ) , or other
similar or dissimilar cause ( 8¢ H (2= AEZE I JE%!) ,shall not be deemed to limit( A~
AR A BRI ) , without prejudice (A ) 55 .

o [ B4 )45 0 453K, TN on deposit in the United States mail registered and postage
prepaid ( 7£ 3 [E HR 75 H:5 R 4 , HRBE BT ) o

o [ii F4E5E L 453K, Ul words in the singular include the plural and vice versa( B4}
XM AFE Z 8, R Z IR ) &SRB TR

o S VEUNE SRR SUF SR SEAR 0L | PR 2R A 3 Ak B SME TR AR ZE5K
FIXA ( grievances ) 45

To all to whom these presents shall come or may come—Greeting: Know ye that I, 5
of , for and in consideration of Dollars, to me in hand paid by , do
by these presents for myself, my heirs, executors, and administrators, remise, release and forever

discharge of , his heirs, executors, and administrators, of and from any and all

manner of action or actions, cause and causes of action, suit, debts, dues, sums of money,
accounts, reckonings, bonds, bills, specialties, covenants, contracts, controversies, agreements,

promises, trespasses, damages, judgments, claims, and demands whatsoever, in law or equity,

which against him | have had, now have, or which my heirs, executors, or administrators,
hereafter can, shall, or may have, for or by reason of any matter, cause, or thing whatsoever,
from the beginning of the world to the day of the date of these presents, excepting a claim as to

. In witness whereof, etc.

> 2. 1iE( Formal)

HRGE R IGE R AR AR, R 2 £, 8l TGN BL B3, S F 8RB
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C SRR M A, 5L FAED B O A B 25 ™ FE A %5 8], X 26 1 i 1T AT H
SRR AR RIE Tk BN, B E T, AT “come here” , 1 4 i 4 75 3t FH
“approach the bench” ; £ {/]1}i “He has become a judge” , |fij % 3 A % F] “ He is on the
bench” ; F A Jil “trust each other” , fij ¥ 2% T./F # % F “repose in one another”, FLIt%

&R T RE.

i A e 2 S br S
law teacher law don
refer advert

tell advise
inform apprise
begin or start commence
show demonstrate
building edifice
bring about effectuate
use employ
unfriendly inimical
work employment
follow ensue

for the same reason by the same token

FRUT A FMBORAE R & A HEITE . SEENE B4 K2 H F 1L UL, 7RI T R 48302k
AT SCFEOE AT REF /AN FRA R T R TR AR R R E
JHAF-5518 5 (plain English) ™

> 3. B8 (Tough)

T A AT M M ) SR RE A LA LA T -

(1) EEEAERARLCHTAERAEX

AL

action

AHAEX

a lawsuit ( either civil or criminal )
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alien to transfer property to another

assigns person to whom a right or property is assigned

avoid to make void

bill a draft law

brief a written statement submitted to a court

charge a form of security

clean hands without dishonest motives (as in, “to have clean hands” )

color apparent legal right (as in, “under color of law” )

consideration the main cause for a contract

counterpart a duplicate of a document

covenant to make a binding promise

cover to purchase goods to replace those not delivered because of a breach of contract

damages the compensation sought for a loss

demise to lease

depose to state under oath

demur not to agree

discovery disclosure of information by the opposing party in a law suit

distress the seizure of goods as security for an obligation

draft an order for payment of money '

draw to sign a draft

endorsement the signing of one’s name on the back of a document

equitable relating to equity as opposed to law

finding determination

garnish to obtain satisfaction of a debt from a third party rather than from the debtor
directly

hand signature

honor to pay or accept

instrument a formal legal document

interest a right or claim to property

issue living descendants

majority legal age (as in, “to reach majority” )

master an employer

motion a formal request to a court to seek an order or rule

note a written promise to pay a debt



of course
paper
party
plead
pray
prejudice
prescription
presents
provided
purchase
remove
said

save
security
serve
show
specialty
tender
tenement
utter
virtue

waive

Chapter T Main Features of Legal English

as a matter of right (as in, “as a matter of course” )
an instrument evidencing a financial obligation

a person engaged in a transaction; a litigant in a lawsuit
to file pleadings

request for relief addressed to a court

a detriment to legal rights (as in, “without prejudice” )
the acquisition of a right over a long period

this formal legal documents (as in, “by these presents” )
upon condition ( word used to create a proviso)

to acquire title to land by means other than descent

to transfer to another court

mentioned above

to except

collateral

to deliver legal papers

to make clear by evidence

a contract under seal

an offer of money

estate in land

to put something counterfeit into circulation

authority or reason (as in, “by virtue of”)

to relinquish

(2) &% ERAHEIEMPHLRIFRT

H#1E (old English) 573 7T 450—1100 4E[8] 17 B HE1E ; 1y 9215 ( middle English)
$8/A 70 1100—1500 4[] AR 3EE .

HIERGHERIERT  BREE X

aforesaid
hereafter
hereby
herein
hereinabove
hereinafter

hereof

mentioned above; referred to previously
from now on; at some future time
by this document; by these very words

in this thing (such as a document, section, or matter)

in the above thing (such as a provision or document, clause)

later in this document ;

of this thing (such as a provision or document)

005
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pursuant to
thence
thereafter
therein
thereto
whereas
whereby
whereof

whilst

(3) EEERATIERIL

ERHEIE

in compliance with; in accordance with; under

from that place; from that time

afterward ; later

in that place or time

to that place, thing, issue, or the like

while by contrast; although

by which; through which; in accordance with which
of what; of which; of whom

during

EPEE , AR T SCE R — N AN 9 24 ( the basis for advanced learning) , Xf

ER AU .

Hr TRE
ab initio
ad hoc
ad litem

alibi

amicus curiae
bona fide
caveat emptor
ex parte

in re

inter alia

prima facie

respondeat superior

quorum
scienter
situs

stare decisis
sui generis

ultra vires

BXEX

from the beginning

for this purpose

for the lawsuit

elsewhere (a defense that the accused was elsewhere when the offense
was committed )

friend of the court

good faith

let the buyer beware

from one side

in the matter of

among others

at first appearance

let the superior answer ( the employer is liable for the acts of his
employees )

of whom (the minimum number of people required for a meeting)
having knowledge

location

to stand by the decided matters ( precedents must be followed)

of its own kind

beyond the power
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mutatis mutandis all necessary changes having been made

versus against

(4) ERAHZERERZIEPHIAL

EAEE WAL R P ASH BB PO RIEE, R RS 8IE"
( Anglo Norman ) {#)j[_,

TR £ ELNES

action lawsuit

alien transfer ( property )

assigns assignees (those to whom something has been assigned)
champerty offense of financing a lawsuit in exchange for a portion of the proceeds
chance-medley sudden quarrel or right

chose in action a thing in action, a right to recover a debt

color reason, pretext

coverture status and rights of a wife arising from marriage

delict wrong, offense

demise grant, lease, death

issue . progeny

laches neglect to assert a right or claim

lien an encumbrance on property for the payment of debt
malfeasance wrongdoing

nonfeasance not doing, inaction

parol oral

petty small, minor

save except

seisin possession of real property

specialty a contract under seal

style name

suffer permit

tort a wrong or injury

remise to give up

(5) EIRENER

® agency e certiorari e consideration

® domicile e discovery e double jeopardy
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e casement ® ex parte e intestate
e jurisdiction in personam ® jurisdiction in rem e principal
e specific performance e statue of limitation ® surety

e verdict e will ® recuse
® recision e variance

(6) “4Ti&” (argot) HIfEA
“ATIE” S 38 e — A (AR A ) 45 R Al s 1 o

® abet ® accessory e accomplice

e adhesion contract e adverse possession e cause of action

e circumstantial evidence e foreclosure e forum-shopping

e grandfather clause e insider trading e issue of fact

® issue of law e latent defect e legal fiction

® negotiate instrument ® plea bargain e promissory estoppel
e rescind e without prejudice

(7) 2R ERAERXERIE

e Before me, the undersigned, a notary public

e By virtue of the authority vested in me

e From the beginning of the world to the date hereof

e In witness of these things

e In witness, this instrument is executed as of the day and year first written above

e In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of ... to be affixed
e Know all people by these presents

e To whom it may concern

> 4. 48 (Ambiguous)

EAN LW AEIE S, BUh T A E M ##R 2k A C L 5 0R, 8l T RAAL
Bt NRIREE, SO0 A Z T8 B C 8T, e S, I LI E .

Unless this account is paid within the next ten days, it will be necessary to take appropriate

action.

A ) “take appropriate action” J&“start legal proceedings™, “bring suit” , 3542 5|
B, ANTERE . Ab, F WA iA] B 48 15 i A : adequate, all reasonable means, due care, due
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process, improper, reasonable care/man/speed, satisfactory, serious misconduct, undue
influence %,

> 5. Ui (Lengthy)

ERIGEZIOR , — HB W, R J5~HKEL, B 5% Ty R4 54, e i 8uR
B FE Ak

If the Vendor fails to apply for and obtain any necessary extension of time for completing the

Development under Sub-Clause (2) and fails to complete the Development by the expiry date of
the Building Covenant Period, the Purchase shall be entitled unless the completion of the sale and
purchase herein has taken place, in addition to any other remedy that he may have, to give the
Vendor notice in writing in that behalf to rescind this Agreement and upon service of such notice,
this Agreement shall be rescinded within 7 days thereafter and the Vendor shall repay to the
Purchaser all amounts paid by the Purchase hereunder together with interest thereon at the rate of
2% per annum above the prime rate specified by Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation

Limited from time to time the date or dates on which such amounts were paid to the date of

f repayment, the repayment of such amounts and interest to be in full and final settlement of all
claims by the Purchaser against the Vendor hereunder.

Mellinkoff Fffiy i “ #5 5 " (tautology ) , Bl id i {# F XX 1A] ( doublets ) | X 4] ( couplets )
DA Bz = HKiA] (triplets) #3575 SR B Rk — BB S R S . AR A ik s
T BAITK? M LSRR,

(1) EFBERRELE S, L5 HAMFRZFE S HAREI . 5REFRE VK
FRE S BB TIEMEE, AL T Lk L AEERRE S P T — MR AL, ek
HIESF P, BT EZW T 13 g 14 2 PAMELD , oSBT AR I A P T A
BHMEAE . REERERIENOERRARITH 14 122 15 4, 5 T EKIBEE#E
HHRES M fE 14 4 RIE R R RERERE S B NEARES
A ZE 15 HL2rRM.
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RAHTIE EE3:
doner giver
homicide manslaughter
testify witness
testament will
BEANEA

able (7£iE)and willing (i #5iE)

acknowledge ( #7#i%E) and confess (fEiE)

act (BEIBEBFI T 1E) and deed (HIEIE)

bills ( #¥:1%) and notes (i HiF)

breaking ( #7¥ei%E ) and entering ( B:iE)

conjecture ( H i IEIEEAL T1E) and surmise (HkiE)
deem ({7 JLiE) and consider ( i iEiE)

depose ({¥:1%) and say (f3EiE)

encumbrance ( #7#:1%) or burdens ( i 35iiE)

FEXSIE R R AT, — L T 25 B BR) S, — 202 o T 3R, T 53—
MR T 46 L A PIRNE S 1 1.

(2) BEERE ML SN T LB #9718 (the power of alliteration ) ,

“alliteration” &3 1of B & Fl— A (—BORULRSF & ) LMEHK S X EEEL R
HEEmESZH, m:

aid and abet

to have and to hold

part and parcel

safe and sound

remise, release and forever quit claim

rest, residue and remainder

(3) REMRE A, 4

able and willing
annul and set aside

authorize and empower



