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Preface

Kam-Tai family includes Zhuang, Buyi, Dai, Kam, Sui,
Maonan, Mulao, Li, Gelao, Lagia, Lin-gao and Cun in China,
and Thai in Thailand, Shan in Burma,  Lao in Laos, Nung and
Tho in Vietnam, and Khamti in India. Kam-Tai languages are
spoken by more than 80 million people now.

The missionaries and scholars from Europe investigated and
studied on Thai, Loaos, Shan, Nung and Dai, and published
some dictionaries and findings, as early as the mid — 1700s.
The scholars from Europe and us pushed ahead with the Kam-
Tai studies, which opened up a wider way for later scholars.
The scholars in China began on Kam-Tai studies in the 1930s,
and Li Fanggui was the first one to do so. In 1935, Li went to
Guangxi, Guizhou and Yunnan to make a Kam-Tai investigation
and discovered many new languages belonging to Kam-Tai frmi-
ly, on the basis of which Li created Kam-Tai pedigree. After
that, Luo Chang-pei investigated on Dai in Lianshan, Dali,
Yunnan province, and Xing Gong-wan on Dai in Xinping coun-
ty, Yunnan and on Buyi and Nung in Guizhou province. After

their investigations, they published many papers and books
3
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about Kam-Tai, which gave great impetus to the Kam-Tai re-
searches. The pioneer researches (on Kam-Tai) by the great
master set up a good example for us.

As the research on Kam-Tai which is a transnational lan-
guage — family spoken by a great number of people will have
great significance in promoting the cultural and educational un-
dertakings in minority nationality regions and international cul-
tural exchange. We wrote this book on the virgin land of Kam-
Tai by learning from the great masters. The book focuses on dif-
ficult points, new realms and popular issues in Kam-Tai which
include relation, speech sounds, grammar, characters, lan-
guages and cultures, words, and bilingual comparison. Among
them, the part “Relation Studies” summed up the controversies
over the relations between Chinese and Kam-Tai and classifica-
tions of Kam-Tai pedigree, objectively reviewed the representa-
tive viewpoints and pedigrees, and in the meantime, pointed out
the difficulties in deﬁniﬁg the relations between the two lan-
guages and revealed the law and trend of classification of Kam-
Tai pedigress. The one “speech sounds studies” brought to light
the phonetic laws of Kam-Tai and probed into the origins and
evolutions of some initials of it from historical comparative lin-
guistics angle. The one “Gammar Studies” put forward the Kam-
Tai grammartype, summarized the laws of grammars and probed
into the origins of numerals and classifiers. The one “Characters

Studies” studied the birth of Zhuang characters coined after Chi-
4
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nese (ZCWC) and the development of it, analysed the struc-
tural types of ZCWC and referred to the formulation and practice
of Zhuang alphabetic character. The one “languages and cul-
tures studies” explored Kam-Tai's religion, marriage, inhabita-
tion, food, drink and cultivation through resource to etymology.
The one “words studies” researched into the imaginal words,
gender words and prefixes, of Zhuang. The last one “bilingual
comparison studies” made a comparison between Zhuang and an-
cient/modem Chinese so as to find the relation between them.
Besides, a linear distribution of Cantonese in Zhuang and Mon-

derin dialects was discovered in this part.
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