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A New Journey: Heritage and Innovation in 2014
Jin Lei

How time flies! Spring is on the way, and its signs will be soon all around. After the Spring Festival, people have to come back to the reality although they may be still
surrounded by blissful festival atmosphere. Farewell to the Year of the Snake, here comes the Year of the Horse, as if a horse comes to us howling and whistling with vigorous
jumps and dashes! Seemingly, the divinity and morality that the horse represents is appreciating our worldly feelings that we cannot give up. "Spring Festival brings nostalgia
that sends us back to the origin of our life... Historically speaking, it is our people who used to endure hardships, now it is our culture's turn." said Mr. Feng Jicai, China's famous
modern author and artist, which leaves me thinking. 1 believe we cannot pursue ideal immediate success but stress steadiness if we want to prevent nostalgia becoming painful
memories. This is the piece of advice I proposed in the Spring Meeting in 2014. Only when we are taking neither overbearing nor servile steps with confidence and practicability
can we preserve the necessary cultural deposits. In terms of cultural deposits, I cannot leave out China Architecture & Building Press' (CABP) new book launch of Architectural
Editor Yang Yongsheng: A Collection of Mourning Articles and seminars held in memorial of architectural thinker Yang Yongsheng on January 10th, 2014. I was touched by
the speeches given by former CABP director Zhou Yi, academician Cui Kai, chief architect Bu Zhengwei and Professor Gu Mengchao. I also admired CABP director Shen
Yuangin's ambition and courage. In the meeting, I shared how I know Mr. Yang from the perspective of his knowledge and moral quality. These academic activities should be
recorded in the architecture and publishing history, as its meaning may perhaps go beyond memorizing Mr. Yang only.

The Spring Festival of the Year of the Horse marks the beginning of a Chinese lunar year. How can we define the coming 20142 We should be honest to our conscientiousness
as well as our history and culture. In middle January, with the support of Professor Zeng Zhaofen and chief architect Mo Jing, we visited Guangdong in memorial of
academician Mo Bozhi's 100th birthday. We enjoyed Mo's Lingnan architectural creations and even admired his excellent design of Liang Qichao's former residence in Xinhui,
Guangdong. On February 9th, with the support of director of the National Palace Museum Shan Jixiang, head of Fujian Provincial Cultural Relics Bureau Zheng Guozhen, and
China's architectural design expert Liu Jingliang, the team of heritage experts paid a visit to Fuzhou, Fujian, viewing "live sector” of ancient architecture "Three Lanes and Seven
Alleys" and Mawei Ship Building Groups (MSBG) that leaves a deep influence on China's modern history. Here 1 would like to mention the Navy Family Liu Brothers (Liu
Dunxi, Liu Dunben, Liu Guannan and Liu Guanxiong) in Gong Alley in particular. The four brothers have laid a foundation to the development and construction of China's
modern navy. The Mawei Ship Building Group has made many "first-time"s in China's modern history. Naturally, we can feel the influence of the MSBG founded by Zuo
Zongtang and taken over by Shen Baozhen from the coastal defence construction relics. We shall not let go the memories of four guardian wars in China's modern history:
Taiwan guardian war in 1874, Sino-French naval battle in 1884, Sino-Japanese naval battle in 1894 and Anti-Japnaese War between 1937 and 1945. MSBG has contributed a
lot to the development of Chinese navy and naval defence. This reminds me of Professor Wang Yiwei's Maritime Loss: Implication of European Civilisation: the book together
with the MSBG shows how Chinese can deeply describe the development of maritime civilization from a global perspective, and even confidently realise that the golden time
for oriental world has come after the sunset of western economy.

On February 7th, 2014, the opening ceremony of the Sochi Winter Olympics showed the amazingly ecstatic beauty of Russia although one of the rings forming the Olympic
Rings failed to open. China's performance in the Games illustrates three key words "vision, concept, heritage" from all perspectives. At least, one thing is sure: Beijing has to
work hard if it is aimed at bidding for the 2022 Winter Olympic Games. So it is of great importance that we strengthen our researches on Olympic architecture heritages and

host city's influence. 1 believe we should stick to our cultural baseline and rely on new topics, stories, thoughts and matrixes to present "a new gift" to all.
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Renovation and Conservation of the Imperial Palace
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Introduction: Recently, the State Administration of Cultural Heritage approved to establish a research
base in the Palace Museum for the research and conservation of the official architecture built during the
Ming and Qing dynasties. I think it is a right decision. The Imperial Palace is the largest ancient building
complex which has been completely preserved till now. The Palace Museum should and could take on
the responsibility. When reviewing the research base, some had questioned the renovation work of palace
buildings, especially the repair of the Hall of Supreme Harmony. We answered the question by stressing
that the Palace Museum had analyzed the whole renovation project and will continue the work in a more

rational and more scientific way.
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New Year "Overture":

Words from Experts on Architectural Heritage
Conservation and Creative Design

E “Fil” BRETRIPSUIERTHERFE

CAH% %4 ( CAH Editorial Office )

SRS A

Introduction: At the time 2014 was approaching, China Architectural Heritage invited experts from the background of
architecture, culture and creative design to talk about China’s 65-year history as well as the future. Over the past 65 years,
architectural heritage conservation and creative design have seen great progress as well as severe setbacks. At the start of the New
Year, China Architectural Heritage invited masters from a variety of fields to express their points of view on the development over

the 65 years and share their wishes for 2014. Although they didn't say much, their meaningful words constitute a small history of

our time.
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2013 was a very successful year for the well-being of architecture and design. The year of

the snake saw the opening of the third Red Dot Design Museum: From now on, Taipei is, after Essen
in Germany and Singapore, another hotspot for awarded product innovations. The virtual world was
enriched by Red Dot 21: The new global design directory breaks all boundaries between brands, designers, products, and
even awards. And for the educational benefits, we successfully launched the first terms of the Red Dot Academy in Xiamen.
A1l of this emanates into the year of the horse: We will continue to qualify designers, architects and manufacturers in
China and on the global scale. The same goes for presenting selected, award—winning projects and products in all places
where good design is needed and valued. I'm looking forward to this development in growth, freedom and creativity, and

wish all readers of the China Architectural Heritage a healthy and prosperous new year!
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